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808 PEL CHURCH Descaisep: 
WHEREIN IS CONSIDERED ITS 


Foxx, FounDER, and 'FOoUuNDATION, 
AS ALSO 


The MarzziAls with which it is built. —The 
Work and Service thereof, — The OFric gs A 
belonging to it, their Characters, Qualifications, 
and Duties, —In whom the RicarT of chooſing | 
them, and the Pownns. of admitting Members is 
veſted. The METHOD of their Admiſſion, 


and the GRounD of CHuUR cR-AuT KORITY - 
for Excommunication. i 


T © WHICH 1S ADDED, 


A BIE T Review of the Moral and Religious: 
Obligations of CHURCH- MzMB3Rs, 


| | AN D 
A Syorxrr ADDRESS to all who intend entering 


—_ that IMPORTANT CHARACTER, 


a 
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— — 


By ARCHIBALD BELL. N 


Ade 


L 0 N D O N: PETS 
Sold by E. Jounnson, Ave-maria-Lane, Ludgate- 


Street; W. DavenniLL, Ne 19, Cornhill, and 
the AurhOR, No g, Amn 
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SHALL not attempt to apologize 


for the Liberty 1 preſume to take Y 
in dedicating 2 the ollowing Piece to | 


| fire, 


hy 


1 cannot ani - mentioning, | how= 
ever, one Circumſtance which gave ad- 


ditional Force to my Deſign in pub- 
liſhing the Second Part of this DIR E c- 


T OR Y, — which was, the repeated So- 


lcitations of our late much honored 
and ſincerely regretted Paſtor, the Re- 
verend Mr. E DPWARD HITCHIN, 


bv DEDEFCATION, 


who ſaw the Manuſcript, and Was Plea- | 


* 


ſed to expreſs himſelf favorably con- 


cerning It, 


Truſting tas your. Candor will in 
cite vou to peruſe it, without indulg- 


ing any trifling Criticiſms, — and en- 
gage you to keep in View the PRIN- 


AI Deſign, and not the MERE 


| Execution, I ſend it forth under your 


Protection. f Te; there be any Thing 
worthy your Regard and Acceptance, 


give 


8 ' 


a 


DEDICATION. 1 


; give the Praiſe to Him, who is + the 
Author of every good and perfect 
Gift: — If there ſhould be any Thing 
you may think improper or needleſs, 
generouſly pardon him, who ever 
wiſhes to be open tos Conviction, 
while he has the Honor to ſubſeribe 
himſelf, your | 


affeftionate Brother 
In the Goſpel, | 


A. BBLDEL 


Aldgate, Lo x DON. 
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P R E F A C E. 


HEN I reſes upon the different 
Subjects of the following Sbeets; 

and more eſpecially on that Part which im- 
mediately relates to CHUR (H GoveRnN- 
MENT, I am very ſenſible 1 ſubjef myſelf to 
the Cenſures of many who differ from me in 
Opinion. Some may be induced to conſtrue my 
Attempt to inſtruct Profeſſors in, — or animate 
them to their Duty, as the Fruit of Tgno- 


rance and Preſumption, — or * E IT of | 
JV 2 and Pride. 


But 
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But were we always to ſuppreſs our pure 
f Deſigns to communicate Knowledge to the Igno- | 
rant and Unihinking, — or prevented in our 
Wiſhes to ſtimulate the ſupine and careleſs to 
the Performance of religious Services and Ob- 
 ligations, by ſuch Coufiderations as theſe, ſe ſeldom 
\ ſhould we fee Pieces of the following Complexion 
and Tendency, make their Appearance in "the 
World: And thus Perſons on one Hand, might 
grope in the dark, merely for the Want of 4 
ſmall Taper, — or, on the, other, recline un- 


diſturbed on the Couch of ſenſual Pleaſure, for 5 


Want of a gentle Hint. — Under the divine 
Blaſing, even a ſmall Taper may emit ſo much 
Light as to Preſerve a Man from falling; — 
or à gentle Hint, may be ſo far prevalent; 
as to awaken him from his falſe Security. If 
either, or both, of theſe ſhould be the happy 
Effets of this Publication, I ſhall not regard 
the Sarcaſm of the uncandid Critic, — or the 
more malevolent Efforts. of the Infidel, to aiſ- 


parage this ſincere Attempt to Neu n Re- | 
Lion. 


1 
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Leaving the Event of \ the reins Publica- 
- tion in the Hands of | Providence, cunſcious 10 
myſelf, in whatever I may have been miſtaken, 
Fives not wilfully ſhut "my Eyes againſt. the 
Truth, —or obiruded. Sentiments upon the Warld, 
hich 'T ” HEVEr. firmly ö Believed, with | a: View to 
miſlead and perplex the Minds of others, = 
1 ſhall mention a few Particulars concerning the 
_ Dos? and Reaſons of this Cnuvken⸗ Nau. 15 
BER 8 W FO KY? WAY | 
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That Part RY it nen 5 6 1 05 
CnHURcH GOVERNMENT, | was principally 
intended as a Help to thoſe who bave neither 
Opportunity of peruſing larger Works, — nor 
Abilities for following many Writers through 
Mazes of abſtruſe Reaſonings; in (which, per- 
aps, few Subjetts have more generally abounded, 
than the preſent ; and many Particulars have 
| been unwarrantably introduced and blended. with 
the Controverſy, that have not had the leaſt 
Foundation in, or Connection with it. A Gire 
cumſtauce, of which ſome Perſons . have. come. 
_ plained, and with no ſmall IR of Propriety. | 
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PREFACE 


"This Errar, therefore, I baue ſtudi ouſly . 


* without partially” adhering to the Judgment 


F any particular Writer, — and with my Eye 
directed to the Holy © Scriptures, and to their 
divine Author, for . Inſtrudtion, I haue endea- 


wored to form my Sentiments of a- SONORA 
«ach i ag and 4 Discirxinx. | 


$I 
| When we * bow. link this Sub- 


Jer, though fo interefting, is known and un- 


derſtood by DISSENTERS i general, it 


cannot but Be greatly lamented ; and one Rea- - 


ſon, why the Intereſts of that Body | have nos 


"If in any soelzyr wha tever, the Prin- 
ciples thereof are not © clearly” underſtood, — or 
the Baſis of its Incorporation and Union is not 
properly known, we cannot juſtly wonder at the 
Members being frequently unbinged in their Opi- 
nions, if not entirely nonpluſſed by the plauſible 


Reaſonings of Perſons of à different Sect, more 


folidly grounded in the Principles they profeſs. 


Lill more flouriſhed, will bere in Jane Maas 
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IG in ” common... are e fene, captivated” b 
 Appeargnets, than Realities. — A Sentiment art- 
fully conveyed, will frequently . influence more 
than real Argument. Hence, it is, that many 

who differ from the ORDER of CE. 

GAT IONAIL Cnukchzs, Ba ve fpeciouſly at- 

| tempted _ to ſet forth the - Antiquity, Credit, and 
| vaſt Extent of that Form of Church | Govern- | 
ment which they eſpouſe'; and have fubſituted 
vague and inſufficient Reaſons, in the Place of 
folid Proof, wohen. defending the _ ſuperior. * | 
cellence a heir. E ablfament. 2345 0, Be 


In every Spital Diſpute of this” Mer 
trifling Subteuges have been almoſt invariably 
introduced; antl when Perſons have not been 
able by fair Argument, to maintain and defend 
their Point, they have © ever aimed” to ſerech 
themſelves by this fallacious Method.” Laſtead Pa | 
Scripture Hiſtory and Records, human Tradition 
has been urged, with little ſhort of canonical 
Authority ; ; and the poſit tive Opinion of | antitht 
Di vines, introduced in tbe Room bs Apoſtolic | 
en. | 


* 
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3 e With- 
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Without impertinently refleting on either the 
Charaftcr and Abilities of others, I preſume the 

fureft and moſt rational. . ay for a plain and 
common Underſtanding, in order to decide upon 
this, or any other religious Subject, for himſelf, 
is, to attend to the expreſs Language of divine 
Revelation; and if this be accompanied with 
earneſt Prayer for Wiſdom and Direction, be 
cannot fail in attaining to as much. Knowledge, 
as is s neceſſary and confi, Nen with bis Situation. 


"The more illiterate Part of Mankind, ( with 
Reſpert to Things of the preſent Life) "which 
in Proportion compoſe the greateſt Number of 
Prefe efſers, ought to be carefully inſtructed in 
the Truth; and their Judgments enlightened | 
in the fundamental. Principles of Religion, as 
well as. the Great and Opulent, — fince God 5 
hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World, 
to confound the wiſe; and the weak Things 
of the World to confound the Things which 
are mighty; and baſe Things of the World, 
and Things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
| choſen, yea, and Things, which are. not, to 


wake : 


D R E E A C, E * 
bring to Nought Things that are :* — And 
all for this End, That no od. lem ſhould 
gory, 1 in his Preſence. 5 
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Men are a BOR * - Diſſenters, nor 
Members of the. Eſtabliſhed Church; and 
what they are by Baptiſm, ceafes, when they 
arrive to Years of mature U nderflanding. When 
Providence therefore ſpares a Perſon to that 
Period of Life, and does not furniſh him with | 
Abilities to enter into the deep. Diſputes "of 
the learned Theologiſt; and be is unable to 
colle# and digeſt the Senſe of Scripture, on on 
many Points ſo ſatisfaforily as he could wiſh, 
bow. ſhall he be afpfted in determining for 
Bimſelf? — Surely not by peruſing Metaphxſi cians 
= Such would rather confuſe, than aid hin in 
fettling bis Judgment. With Views therefore 
particularly directed to ſuch, I drew up the fol- 
lowing plain and familiar Treatiſe, — others 
whoſe Faculties and Genius are more penetra- 

ting and comprehenſive F leave and adviſe to 
read Productions mere copious and elaborate. 


1 Cor. i. 27; 88 


As 
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Es 


_ PR the cn Part, "which © abet 
Pradical Relig gion, and peculiarly points our what 
Manner of Perſons CRUR CH- -MrMBrRs 


_ ought to be in all Holy Converſation,* 
T fhall only obſerve, 1 conceived, after having 5 


confidered the ſpiritual Building, and its fole: 
Services, it could by 10 Means be deemed © in- 


compatible with the Nature of the Subject, to 


point out ſome of the more extraordinary Ob- 


Agations under which | they are laid, by the _ 


important Cbaratter they ſuſtain, as MEM 
BERS of Cnnrs#s Vis: BLE Cuvxcn. 


uo many cine Perſons bave 4 
Arong Objection to Pieces of this Kind, appre- 
bending they lead to Legality. However true 
this may be of ſome recent Publications, under 
@ ſimilar Title, the Reader will here ſee that 
IT have cautiouſly omitted every Expreſſion and 
Idea, that bas bad any nature! T FR fo 


this End. | 0 


Others again, akin to ſuch Pieces, becau 1 
they jay, it argues a Suppaſitiou that the 
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Holy: Scriptures are not 4 ſufficient Guide er . 
Directory of themſelves.” This Objection." 5s 
hardly worth anſwering." It can never be pre- 
perly conſidered as implying à Defect in the 
Divine Word, when all the Arguments to 
perſwade, and the en 10 allure 10 the 
Practice ef vital Religion, are drawn: from 
| thence ; — May we not 5 permitted o exa- 
mine 4 Golden Mine, witbout injuring its va- 
luable Ore, — or may we not open a Caſket, 

27 
without prejudicing its Jewels. — And may wwe 
not be allowed 10 ſearch into the Spirit and 
Meaning of Revelation, as well as view and 
improve the Senſe of many great and precious 
Promiſes, without injuring the Jacree Scrip- 
Heh — Surely we may! 


I have concluded - the whole with 4 ſhort 
Aadreſs to thoſe Perſons who have a View 
of entering into Church Communion, as J 
apprebend, this Publication may occaſionally fall 
into the Hands of ſuch, and when we re” 
flect how precipi tately many ſeriouſly diſpoſed 
Perſons, in the Warmth of their Affection, 

Ne. enter 
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enter into Chriſtian Fellowſhip, — while others, 


#brough unjuftifiable Fears, refrain from attend- 


ing to this Branch of their Duty, as Chriſtians, 


I hope is will. not be thought an unne- 
ceſſary Addition. That the God of all Grace, 
"Mercy, and Peace, may attend the preſent De- 
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a Subject highly worthy of every Chriſtian's 

Conſideration; though too lightly eſteemed 
now by many Profeſſors. No Perſon can juſtify him- 
ſelf in diſſenting from a national Eſtabliſhment, un- 
leſs he can produce ſome Scripture Reaſons for refu- 
ſing Communion with her: A little Reflection will 
moſt aſſuredly convince every thinking Man, that it 
behoves him always to be able to give a Reaſon of 
the n that is in n him. | 


T S of a Gospkl Cullen is 


Surely Diſſenters do not ſeparate from the eſta- 
bliſhed Church from a ſchiſmatical Diſpoſition, or 
with a View to anſwer any party Deſigns. No, God 
forbid ! We have ever found Diſſenters warm and 
zealous Advocates of a truly Proteſtant Govern- 
ment; and invariably ftrenuous to promote Peace 
and Harmony among profeſſing Chriſtians in the 
PA whenever their own Conſciences 

B were 


were not likely to be wounded, or any Injury done 
to that Goſpel they believe in for Salvation. 


But as they! nue ſeparated, and profeſ s to form 
themſelves into religious Bodies, upon Scripture 
Grounds, for the pure Worſhip of God, without any 
Mixture of Creature Fancy, I ſhall attempt, as briefly 


as poſſible, to ſnew what, in general, conſtitutes a 
Goſpel Church, — conſider its Form, Founder, and 


Foundation, — the Materials with which it is s built, 


—the Work and Service thereof, — the Officers be- 
longing to it, their Characters, Qualifications, and 
Work, — the Right of chooſing. them, —in whom 
the Power of admitting Members is veſted, — the 
Method of their Admiſſion and the Ground of 


It Church's Authority for Excommunication, 


we 


2 GosfgL CHURCH, and the particular Form of it, 


1, A Goſpel Church ſignifies a 40 certain 4 


<<. ber of Perſons,” who, being happily delivered 
: from their Miſery by Nature, and enabled to believe 


in the Lord Feſus Chrift as the only Saviour, bow 


and ſubmir to Him as their only ſpiritual Lord, re- 


Joice in Him as their chief Good, and commit the 
keeping of their Souls to Him in well-doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator ; — convinced that it is their Privi- 
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lege, as well as Duty, to aſſociate topethar;! they, 
as one Body, engage in the moſt, folemn Manner, in 
the Preſence, and by the Bleſſing of God, to walk 


before Him, and with each other, in the conſtant 


Exerciſe of every Chriſtian Grace, and in the faith- | 
ful Diſcharge of every moral Obligation: They 


agree to aſſemble on ſtated and occaſional Seaſons 


for the Worſhip of God, and the Help of each 


others Faith and Patience; So that we ourſelves glory 


in you in the Churches of God, for your Patience and 
Faith in all your e * 7 ee that 5e 
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The e Apoſtle Paul, in Kia) Epidle t o ba Coloflans, 
exhorts them to be conſtant in Chri/t; and as an Ar- 
gument thereto, having firſt told them, that In. Him 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſtlom and Nuntuledge, ? 
has this ſtriking Sentence, As ye have therefore received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ſo walt ye in Him. From 
whenee, it evidently appears it was conſidered as an 


Act neceſſary and incumbent for thoſe who had re- 


ceived the Lord, to congregate together, and unite 
themſelves in Church Fellowſhip; eſpecially as Men- 
tion is made in the preceding Verſe, of Mit) Orders 
and Secfuftnefe of F aith' in Cr; ift. 7 ITS 


A religions Body of a thus W are diſtin. 


Suiſhed in Scripture by various Appellations, Oi 


* 2727 i. 5. * Colefſ. ii. 3 Cole ii. 6. 
* | SE 4 iu 


1 Pet. ü. 4, 5. Jobn xviii. 36. 


64 5 
ſometimes àa C RUR ch, Unto the Church of G 


| which il at Corinth, 10 them that are ſancti ſad in 


Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, &c. Sometimes a 
HABITATION, In whom you alſs are builded together 
Var an Habitation of God through the Spirit. Sometimes 
a TEMPLE, For ye are the Temple of the living God ;* All 
which figurative Expreſſions, combine to ſhew, that 
the aſſembling or Union together of any particular 
Number of Chriſtian Believers, (for of ſuch only 
is the Church compoſed) are confidered in Serip- 

ture as a holy Building, in which God is graciouſly 
pleaſed to repreſent Himſelf reſiding, and ac. 
cepting their ſpiritual Oblations: To whom coming 
as unto a living Stone, diſallowed indeed of Men, but 
choſen of God and precious, Ye alſo as lively Stones are 
built ap a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Priefthood, to offer 


up ſpiritual Sacriffces acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. + 


2. As to the original Form and Conſtitution of 
Goſpel Churches, it may be proper juſt to obſerve; 
that it was not national This is very evident from 
Scripture; as alſo that the Church was not to be 
ſupported by the temporal Sword, ſince Chrift's 
Kingdom was not of this World: Feſus anſwereds 


My Kingdom is not of this World. If my Kingdom were 


F this World then would my Servants fight.5 Spiritual 
Eftabliſhments require ſpiritual Supports only, Be- 


* 1 Cor. i. 2. Epheſc ii. 22. 3 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


fore 
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fore the clear Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, there was 


a national Eſtabliſhment.; but when Chri/* came, 
who was the Glory of the Moſaic Inſtitution, there 


needed no external Eſtabliſhments, nor did He order 


his Church to be endowed, furniſhed, and protected 


by civil Authority. His Kingdom being fpiritual, 


whoeyer would worſhip him aright, muſt worſhip 


Him in Spirit and in Truth. This our Lord Him- 
ſelf declares, in the Converſatjon He had with the 


Samaritan Woman, Jeſus ſeit unto ber, Woman le. 
lieve Me, the Hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this 


Mountain, nor yet in Jeruſalem, warſhip the Father, hut 


the Hour cometh and now is, when the true War ſhippers 


Pall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth.” Be- 


ſides, we read of ſeveral diſtin Churches in the 
Provinces of Macedonia and Galatia, Unto the Churches 
of Galatia, Grace be to jou and Peace from God the 
Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.* Moreoven, 
Brethren, we do you, to wit, of the Grace of God 
beſtowed on the Churches of Macedonia, and it is ſaid 


in another Place, Then had the Churches Reft throughout 


all Judea and Galilee, and Samaria. As a good 
Writer obſerves, ** Had the Epiſtle to the Gala- 


tiaus, been addreſſed to the Church at Galatia, as 
| cc being made up of many Churches, it would have | 


<< ſpoke that Church to have been national or pro- 
vincial, but it being unto the Churches of Gala- 


Jabs iv. 21, 23. * Gal. i, 2. * 2 Cor. Wil. f. 
4 fia, 
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& tig, it ſpeaks juſt the contrary ; that they were 
< independant one of the other, even as the Church 
« of Corinth did not depend upon the Church at 
& Epheſus, wy that wean other Church.“ 


Theſe Teſtimonies of Scripture amply prove, that 
they were not national Churches, but ſeparate Aſ- 
ſemblies ; Chriſtians joined together by ſome ſolemn 
Covenant or Agreement. This eſpecially appears to 
be the Caſe, from Paul's Language to the Corin- 
thians; And this they did, not as we hoped, but firſt 
gave their own ſelves to the Lord and unto us by the Mill 
of God. From whence we ſee; that thoſe who were 
converted to the Faith- of the Goſpel, eſteemed it 
an indiſpenſable Duty to enter into a ſpiritual Con- 
nection with the Followers of  Chri/t, as ſoon as 
they had firſt made a Surrender of themſelves to the 
Lord, which was but their reaſonable Service, When 
Paul was brought to a Knowledge of the Truth, we 
find he was likewiſe ſo diſpoſed ; and under an in- 
fluence of its Importance, it is declared, That he 
Sayed to join himſelf unto the Diſciples.* They at 
firſt heſitated to receive him, knowing him to have 
been a violent Perſecutor of the Churches of Ghri/?, 
but, upon the Credit of Barnabas, who gave them 
a ſuccin& Relation of his miraculous Converſion, 
they moſt chearfully admitted him. I might here re- 
mark the Inſtances we have of the Church's not 


* 2 Cor. viii. 5. Acis ix. 25. 
| receiving 


X 0 
190) 
receiving any, but ſuch Perſons as they had good 
Evidence to believe were ſavingly inſtructed in di- 
vine Things: But this will more rope come under 

another Branch. | £} 
1 hat the 1 Form of Goſpel Churches was ori- 
ginally congregational, we need only refer to a few 
Texts, And all that believed were togetber. And when 
they had prayed, the Place was ſhaken where| they were 
aſſembled together. And they were all with one Accord 
in Solomon's Porch.* Whoever reads the laſt cited 
Chapter, will ſee the peculiar and ſpecial Bleſſing 
which crowned their Meeting, by an Addition to 


the Sn of << Multitudes both of Men and Mo- 


66 
men. >, 


"Some * entered into an Enquiry, how many 
Perſons are neceſſary to form a Goſpel Church ; but 
this is of ſo trifling a Nature as to need no great En- 
largement. A Goſpel Church cannot conſiſt of more 
than can conveniently meet together in one Place, 
and equally join in the Obſervance of every divine 
Inſtitution ; for how can there be any Kind of Or- 
der or Harmony in that Church, where the Body of 
People (not merely Meeting for Worſhip, but) 
actually joined in a ſolemn Compact, as ſanQtified 
| Perſons, or ſeparated ones, is ſo very large, that the 
Ordinances cannot be poſſibly adminiſtered to 


Ads ii. 44. a Ach. iv, 314.ñĩ!“4ß % 
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them at the ſame Seaſon. In Chriſtian Coram 
nion, it is eſſential that every Member participate 
of the ſame Privileges, and join in the ſame religious 
Services, at the ſame Time; and not for ſome of the 
Members to ſit down at the Table of the Lord, or 
engage in any other divine publie Inſtitution, one 
Sabbath, and ſome the next; - which muſt un- 

:avoidably be the Caſe, where the Members are too 
conſiderable to aſſemble in one Place, Here, in- 
deed, we are called upon to exereiſe our Reaſon: 
Prudence, Circumſtances, and the Well-being of a 
Community, muſt determine what Number of Perſons 
is neceſſary to conſtitute any certain Goſpel Church, 
fince Scripture is totally filent on this Head, nar does 
it appear abſolutely important; in as much as many 
Particulars tend to make it more convenient and or- 
derly to admit a larger Number of converted Perſons 
into + eee with ſome Churches, than with 
others. | 7 


This evidently appears, if we conſider the Nature 
of a Goſpel Church as a HousEHO ID or Family, 
Now therefore, fays the Apoſtle, ye are no more Strangers 
and Foreigners but Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and 

of the Houſehold of God. How diſagreeable would 
it be for Families not to fit down together at their 
reſpective Meals, >nd converſe with each other on 
the Beneficence of their bountiful Creator, in the 


2 Epbe/. ii. 19. | | 
 Beftow-- 
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Beben of temporal Favors ? & e. But hom mucli 
more repugnant, both to Communion and Order, 
would it be for a Church not to be able, from the 
| Largeneſs of its Numbers, to join together in com- 
memorating their Lord's Death and Refurrection, 
but to ſueceed each other in this or other public ſo- 
lemn Services: Thus the very Nature of Commu- 
nion would be deſtroyed. Perſons might, with equal 

Propriety, run from Church to Church, and dene 
occaſional Communion with a To's bes 


The Members of a Cech of Chrift are 60 wor- 
ſhip God as a collective Body, and not as individual 
Believers; they are at one Time and with one Voice 
(if Neceſſity prevent not) to praiſe God Nu one 
Mind, and one Month glorify God, ſays the in- 
ſpired Apoſtle, But this cannot be, where the Body 
of People forming a Church, are prevented meeting 

in the ts Place _ the Greatneſs of their . 


Bekides, how can a 1 Procals. be 0 
againſt any Member walking diſorderly, when the 
Members are ſo very numerous? there can be none: 
And ſo the Apoſtle's Injunction is of no Avail, 
where he inſtructs Churches how to proceed in ſuch 
a Caſe, In the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt when ye 
are gathered together, &c,* What! gathered together, 
when the Members cannot aſſemble in one Place ! an 


Abſurdity. But it is needleſs to add any more on 


» Rom, xv. 16. 1 Cor. v. 4. 4 
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this Point. A Goſpel Church i is a ſpiritual Family, X 


and a Family, ought ever to be orderly. nal nn 
A Fa edings. #5 2 THOR 


II. a Let us 1 the F, UNDER. 1 this 
ne and holy is: a Gon Cuvnen. 


; The Fo OUNDER is God himſelf 3 This, is has 
and fully evinced by the ſacred Oracles, In whom you 
alſo are builded together for an Habitation of Cad through 


the Spirit. Obſerve, through the SpirIT; not by 


Men, not by Popes, nor Principalities, whoſe Hu- 

mor or Prejudices might induce them either to erect 
or deſtroy, juſt as they pleaſed. Were they not found- 
ed and built by God's Spirit, what awful Churches 
ſhould we have! Men, infatiable of Power, ar- 
rogate to themſelves an Authority with which 
they were never veſted by Chriſt; and having been 
the ſole Formers of Churches, have attempted to 
uſurp and exerciſe Dominion over Mens Con- 
ſciences; a Character, at which the Apoſtle Pe- 
ier ſeems to ftart back, and tremble on the men- 
tioning; and therefore he exhorts thoſe who had the 
principal Charge of the Churches throughout Pox- 
tus, Galatia, and other Provinces, that they would 


not lord it over God's Heritage, but rather to be Ex- 


amples to the Flock. The Holy Spirit is likewiſe 
ſpoken of as appointing Overſeers in this Goſpel 


. . Church 


1 
Ch Wes; Take Heed therifore to yourſelves and to all the 
Flock over the which the Holy Ghoft hath made you Over- - 
feers 1 ſo that the Officers, as well as the Building, 
evidently appear to be primarily of God. Indeed it 
is called the Church of the Living God, and the Houſe 
, God: Expreſſive of his being the Founder of, 


as well as of his Reſidence | in it. They 's are 10 
called Churches of Chriſt, Oy te 2M 


Tae Spirit of God is ; faid, in another Place, to 
prepare and qualify the Materials for this Building. 
Referring to this Church, he adds, That He might 

 - fantiify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water by the 
Werd.“ And when our Lord is ſpeaking of Peter's 
Confeſſion, he aſſumes the Character and Office of | 
a Builder; And upon this Rock will I build my Church; 
and the continual Additions which are made to 
this Church, are likewiſe attributed to God, And 


the Lord added fo the Church wy 411 45 Jhould be 
ſaved. 8 | 


But Zot only do diſtinẽt Societies, incorporated 
for Divine Worſhip, appear to be of God, be- 
caufe He is the Builder ; but likewiſe as He is pleaſed 
to magnify. his Name, manifeſt his Preſence, and 
expreſs his Pleaſure in them — and to which He 
has given many precious and animating Promiſes for 
* 8. 1 Tin. ill, 15. 3 Rom. xvi. 16. 
+ Epheſ, v. 26. Mat. xvi. 18. Ads ii. 47. 
. „„ „ 


( 12 4 
their Direction, Support and Encouragement; Here 
will I dwell, for I have defired it. God is known in 
her Palaces for a Refuge. How, fair and pleaſant art 
thou O Love for Delights !* For the Lord hath choſen 
Zion, He hath defired it for his Habitation,# God is 
likewiſe repreſented as reſting in this Church, This 
is my Reft for ever.3 And He is ſpoken of as mak- 
ing Choice of this Church, in Preference to any 
Superſtructures the Heathens could raiſe. For the 
Lord hath choſen Jacob unto Himſelf, and Iſrael for his 
peculiar Treaſure.” The Names of Jacob and Iſrael 
are very frequently uſed to intimate the Church, - 
and therefore may here moſt properly be applied; 
ſince in a Verſe or two before, David is ſpeaking of 
the Houſe and of the Courts of the Lord.” 
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' Perhaps ſome may object to the Application of 

| theſe Promiſes to a Goſpel Church, and ſay, that 

they were originally made to the Jewiſb Church, and 
therefore are no Proof that particular congregational 
Churches are of God's Appointment: The Anſwer 
is obyious, — all the Promiſes which were given 
to the Jewiſh Church, were given with an Alluſion 
to. Chri s ſpiritual Church, which was to be efti- 
bliſhed in after Ages. This is expreſsly confirmed 
by the Teſtimony of the Prophet Jaiab, who, after 


E cli. 14. Bf. Xii. 3. 3 Cant. vii. 6. 
+ FEſ. cxxxii. 13. | bt th . . 7 3 4. 
Eſ. exxxv, 2, 


having | 
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having deſcribed the bleſſed Eftate of the New Je. 

ruſalem, and in a Manner beautif ully deſcriptive, 
pointed out the glorious Effects of a preached Goſ- 
pel, repreſents the Lord as thus ſpeaking, The Hea- 
den is my Throne, and the Earth is my Footſtool; where 
is the Houſe which ye build unte Me, and where is the 
Place of my Refi? For all thoſe Things hath mine 
Hand made, and all thoſe Things hath been, ſaith the 
Lord; but to this Man will I look, even to him that is 
poor and of a contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my 
Mord. Thus 8 tephen the Martyr, in his ſublime Ad- 
_ dreſs to the obdurate Fews, Howbeit the Moſt High 
 dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands. Now what 

can poſſibly be underſtood by ſuch a Sentence, if 
it has not eee for God did repreſent 
himſelf as reſiding in the Temple, and Taberna- 
cle, Thus the Pſalmiſt, in relating the Bleſ- 
ſings of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, breaks forth 
into a Kind of evangelical Rapture, by . leap. ye, 
ye high Hills? this is the Hill which God defireth to 
dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever.* 
So when it is ſaid in another Place, Sacrifice and 
Offering thou wouldeſt not,* it muſt have a ſpiritual 


Signification, ſince they were his own ene, 
pointments. 


Upon che Whole, it ü 0 appears chat God's 


* boi. 2. * Ads vii. 48. Er mii. 1. 
+ P/. exxxv. 2. 
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Delight, (to ſpeak after the Manner of Men) is in 


ſpiritual "Temples, and in ſpiritual Sacrifices, and to 


theſe all the Promiſes eſpecially pertain. I dwell in 
the high and holy Place, with him alſo that is of a con- 


trite and humble Spirit." The Sacrifices of God area 


broken Spirit, a broken and a contrite Heart, O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. But we have New Teſtament 
Authority, and Promiſes to the ſame Purpoſe, and 
which are quoted with direct Application to par- 
ticular Churches. — The Apoſtle Paul, exhorting the 
Corinthians to avoid every Species of idolatrous 


Worſhip, adds, V hat Agreement hath the Temple of 


God with Idols? For ye are the Temple of 1 the living 


God. As God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them and 
walk in them, * And He is deſcribed as walking 
in the Midſt of his ſeven golden Candleſticks,“ 

(or the ſeven Churches in Aa, which were 


all particular and congregational ) hereby deno- 
ting his Complacency in them, and his Preſence 


with them. Theſe are glorious and ſtriking I- 


mages, and ſhould ever fill the Believer's Mind 


with the deepeſt Humiliation, the profoundeſt Re- 


verence, and the warmeſt Feelings of Gratitude, 


whenever he enters the Houſe of the Lord; to think 
chat it is the Reſidence and Reſt of God, the Place 


and Delight He 15 choſen: i In F akt, that he walks 
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F 33 who ke pol gt For 
Churches appear to be of God, is the divine Ordi- 


nances which He has moſt mercifully appointed for 
their Uſe: He has not with-held any Thing from 
them that might have. a Tendency to encqurage 
their Hope or ſtrengthen their Faith: But were they 
contrary to the expreſs Deſign of Scripture, He cer - 
tainly would not have given any Orders concerning 
them by his Servants the Apoſtles. God is a jealous 
God, and will not give his Glory to another, 1 
am jealous for Jeruſalem and Zion with, @ great Fea- 
louſy.* He bath given to his Church the Seals 
of the new Covenant, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sup- 


per. Theſe are two precious and delightful Teſti- 


monies of his Love. The firſt deſigned, as a Fi igure 
of that Newneſs of Life which all his People are ta 
be poſſeſſed of, in Order to their properly. being Mem- 
bers of his Church or myſtical, Body; The latter 
holding forth to our View the ſuper-abounding 
Riches of his Grace in our Salvation. - 


That theſe Ordinances were aiven to particular 
Churches, will appear by attending.t to their Inſtitu- 
tion. And as they were cating, Jeſus took. Bread and 


bleſſed it, and. brake it ; and gave it to bis Diſciples, 


5 Cant Vl> :* Zach i. 14 Ws 


( 16 } 
(lor none others were admitted) and ſaid, take, 
eat, this is my Body, &c. Here Jeſus himſelf gave 
his Diſciples, who were the firſt Members of a 
New Teftament Church, the Ordinance of his 
Supper; which He would not have done, had 
their ſocial Meetings for religious Service and 
Worſhip been contrary to his Will, The Inſti- 
tution of Baptifm was likewife in Favor of ſuch 
congregated Bodies ; and the Ordinance was not 
adminiſtered to any adult Perſons, but ſuch as 
gave Evidence of their Converfion, And they that 
gladly received his Word were baptifed.* As in this, 
fo in other Inſtances, we read of thoſe who were 
thus baptiſed immediately joining the Churches, 
which they could not have done, 'unlefs they had 
ſubmitted to that Ordinance ; fo that Baptiſm ap- 
parently appears an abſolute a og to a Per- 
HOY Admiffion into a Goſpel Church. 


Under the mn Dipen ſation, the Lord diſcovered 
his Approbation of his People s Aﬀemblies, and of 
the Building being his own, and by his particular 
Direction raiſed, in giving a Diſplay of his viſible 
Glory; and more eſpecially upon extraordinary Oc- 
caſions. When the Tabernacle was commanded to 
be reared, and Aaron and his Sons to be anointed, 
it is ſaid, That the Glory of the Lord filled the Taber- 
nacle. Thus, upon the grand and ſolemn Dedica- 


Mat. xxvi. 26, * das; ii. 41. xviii,8, 7 Exod, 
xl, 34+ : 
tion 


1 1 5 


cation of the Temple, God manifeſted his Pleaſure 
therein, thereby affording inconteſtiblè Evidence that 
it was erected by his poſitive Command, For the 
Glory of 8 Lord had filled the Houſe of the Lord. | 


A the Glory which the 18 manifeſts in 1 
his Goſpel, or New Teſtament Churches, is of a 
very different Kind from that diſplayed either in the 
Tabernacle or Temple, yet it is no leſs expreſſive of 
his Divine Approbation, and as incontrover tibly 5 
evinces them to be of his own Inſtitution. The 
| Glory of the ohe was external and viſible, the other 
is of a ſecret and ſpiritual Nature. The one was 
a reſplendent Glory, or effulgent Brightneſs, filling 
the holy Building, the other is an internal Evidence 

of the Spirit, who by his bleſſed Influences and di- 
vine Operations, affords juſt and rational Grounds 
to conclude the Lord is preſent on certain Seaſons. 
There is, indeed, this Difference between the two 
Glories; the Old Teftament Glory was ſeen of every 

4 Perſon within the Walls, the latter is only diſcerned 
and experienced by thoſe who have an Intereſt in 

the Covenant, and to whom the Lord manifeſts. 
Himſelf, as He does not unto the World.* As 2 
Proof of this, review that remarkable Account which 

is given of the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
when the Day of Pentecoſt was come, they were all with 

ene Accord in one Place.* This is an Inſtance of 


" 1 Kings viii, 14. John xvi. 2 Aas ii. 1. 
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their j. joining together as a congregational Church, 


and is of itſelf a ſufficient Authority. for Chriſtians 
fo form themſelves into larger or ſmaller Societies 


for the Worſhip of God, and to wait together in 


en of his hp e and Bleſſing. 


What was the alsdübde of the Apoſtles i thus 
aſſembling ? It is added, And ſuddenly - there came a 
Sound from Heaven as of a mighty ruſhing Wi nd, and 
it filled all the Houſe where they were fitting.*. By pe- 
ruſing the following Verſes, it appears, that all did 
not properly perceive or underſtand the Glory of 
this ſpiritual Houfe, equal to thoſe who had ocular 


Demonftration of the Glory of the Fewiſh Church, 


For it is ſaid, And they were all amazed and were in 
Doutt, ſaying, one to another, What meaneth this? 
Even the devout Jews, who aſſembled upon the Re- 
port of this wonderful ſpiritual Phcenomenon, ana 
who were Witneſſes of its amazing ep with the 


el of oy 1281 8 underfes6 d it not. 1251 


Although we are not to expea fuch a 
Effuſions of the Holy Spirit now, that Inftance be- 
ing eſpecially deſigned by God as a Specimen of the 
Fulfilment of that Promiſe, And it Hall come to paſs . 


b afterwards, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, 


and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall propheſy, your 
eld Men — dream Dram your young Men ſhall * 


Adr i 1, 2. 5 4 2 Aas ii. 12. 5 
| Vis 
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41 
Vuſions, and alſo upon the n and en the Hand- 


maids in theſe. Days will I pour out my Spirit, yet we 


have abundantReaſon to expect his benign Influences 
and glorious Operations in a leſs Degree, ſince he is 
promiſed ** to take of the Things of Chriſt and ſhew 
„them unto his People. By the Things of Cbrift 
here ſpoken of, is to be underſtood Chriſt's Suitable- 
neſs as to his Perſon, Work, and Offices, with every | 
"Thing, elſe relative to the Souls compleat Salvation. 
The Lord thus condeſcending to give Diſcoveries of 
his ſpiritual Glory i in the Aſſemblies of his People, in- 
dubitably proyes their congregating together, to be 
agreeable to his Will, and confirms the various 
Promiſes I have juſt been reciting. 
55 Surely — — . _ to fag, that the Lord 
would ever deign to grant a Sight of his Grace and 
Glory, Taſtes of his Love and Preſence, | Aſſurances 
of his Favor and eternal Life, in that Houle or- ſpi- 
ritual Building, which was raiſed (with Reſpe& to 
Fundamentals) contrary to his Will, or in. Oppo- 
ſition to his Goſpel: on the other Hand, none ſurely 
will be ſo abandoned as to aſſert, that ſuch profeſſed 
Experiences of God's Glory are the trifling Fruits 
of F "ancy,, or the mere Produce of an enthuſiaſtic 
Brain. . Scripture gives ample Teftimony of ſuch 
divine Diſcoveries, and the Example I have now 
quoted (was there no other) would ſupport the Aſ- 


| | 4 Joel ii. 28, 29. > John xvi. 1 | 


ns, DONG 
N 7 I will not diſturb the Mind of the 
Reader, or miſ-ſpend Time, by anbwering ſuch athe- 
iſtical Gainſayings. F 


Upon the whole, it is clearly proved that the 
original of all Goſpel Churches was from God, 
that their Continuance is by his Power, and the 
Bleflings they receive are his gracious Beſtowment— 
from the firſt Call of his Spirit'to the full Aſſurance 
of Faith; and that it is He alone maintains the di- 


vine Work from the primeval Acts of Faith and 


Hope here, to the full Vifion and F ruition in gh ao þ 
Praiſe the Lord all ye his N 7 ad L 


III. Third! „Loet us now view the FornpaTion 


of this GOSPEL Cnunch. 


It is apparent from Scripture, that not Peter, but | 


Cbriſi himſelf was the Foundation of this ſpiritual 
Superſtructure. The poor, ignorant, and no leſs in- 
fatuated Papiſis are ſadly miſtaken, when they lay 
Peter as the Foundation : : of their idolatrous Church, 

He was the moſt unlikely Apoſtle (one ſhould na- 
turally ſuppoſe). they could have fixed on as a Baſe ; 

for the Foundation of a Building ſhould be the ot 
ſolid, and leaſt liable to ſhake or give Way, A Defect 
in any other Part, may poſſibly be eaſily rectified, but 
it is more than probable the whole Building muſt tot - 


ter and "os if there * Nn Defect in its Foun- 
dation, | 


7 
£ 


* 6 2m. 13 NK 


CES 

dation. Now Peter was aber ſhaken; according 
to the Scripture Account, than any other of the 
Apoſtles. Indeed, they have a little, though 
but ſmall, Encouragement for their chuſing him ; 
they have in general, what he had in -particaiat; f 
Zeal, frequently unaccompanied with Knowledge, 
as witneſs his Profeſſion of Steadineſs to Chrift,* 
and yet deſerting him in his Afflictions;“ his preci- 
pitately cutting off the Soldier's Ear, 2 and e ane 
N. ain to a . r e N | 


The N ſpeaking of Chri 15 as the Fomnds: 
tion of his Church, declares, Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a Foundation, a Krol; a tried Stone, a precious Cor- 
ner Stone, a ſure Foundation. An excellent Author 
obſerves, that this Text is a Key to that in Mat- 
tbeu, Thou art Peter, and on this Rock will I build my 

Church.s „ The. Word Peter, ſays he, in the 
e Gree, ſignifies a Stone upon a Rock, and not the 
* Rock itſelf; ſo that it is as if He had ſaid, Thou 
tc art but a Stone upon the Rock; T myſelf, who 
4. am the Son of the Living God, am the Rock on 
& vhich J will build my Church, and the Gates of 
5 Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. So that Chrift 
ee the Son, and not Peter the Diſciple, is n Rock 
1 WEICK: this Tpiritual Houſe i is built, On 185 


i John Nil. 37. * Mat. xxvi. 56; ® „ will. 10. 
| 3 John xvii. 17. 5 . xxviii. 10. 6 Mat. xvi. 18. | 
: e That 


V 


That Cra is the only Foundation of his Chureh, 
may be clearly illuſtrated from the parabolical Re- 
preſentation He gives of the Man that built him» 


ſelf a Houſe, as recorded by the Evangeliſt. Mat- 


thetu. In that Place, our Lord has an evident 
Alluſion to Himſelf as a Rock, a fit F oundation for 
an immortal Soul to build his Hope upon. Does 
Chrift, in this Paſſage, repreſent Himſelf as the Rock 
of an Individual, and yet let Peter be the. Rock of 
his whole Church? God forbid! away with ſo ſhock- 
ing a Suppoſition. Behold, He Sts is the wad 
| me ee, elect and eee, 

* comparing 3 two Texts in 8 
we ſhall diſcover a Harmony. and; peculiar Beauty. 
Fhe ſame Ideas are contained, and the ſame Senſe 
conveyed, In one there is Mention made of a certain 
Rock on which Chriſt would found his Church: 


In the other Chr:/t declares himſelf to be the very | 


Rock: In one it is ſaid, „The Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt ; and in the other the Rea- 


ſon is ene. becauſe it. is founded on this Rock, 


Even wary. ities 
1 0 lids of the Church, there have been per- 
ſons who did not chuſe to acknowledge Chriſt. as the 
Foundation, and refuſed to build upon Him as ſuch : 

need of this, our Lord, after having diſcourſed 


e . af 2 1 Per . s 
4 | | upon. 


upon the Vineyard, or Church, and mentioned the 
Oppoſition that would be made to His miniſtering 
Servants, puts this important Queſtion, I bat it this 
then that is written? The Stone which the Builders re- 
jected, the ſame is become the Head of the Corner. When 
the Apoſtle Paul was writing to the Church at Ep. 
fees, he informs them, that they were built upon the 
Foundation of | the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief Corner Stone.? Now would 
any Man wiſh for a better Foundation, than that on 
which Perſons, who were immediately inſpired by 
God, built their Hopes of eternal Life: I chink not. 
But that Chrift, and He alone, is the only Founda- 
tion of a Goſpel Church, let one more Text faffice; 
For other Foundation can no Man' lay, than that is 
laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. Let them obliterate this 
Text, ere they preſume to yg * * OP is not "Ny 

| F eee of his Church. 0 


| Tie ds upon his Nie and conſtituent 
Parts of this Foundation; but I think it unneceſſary. 
to do more than merely mention them. Prolixity, 
and a Number of Particulars, tending rather to con- 
fuſe and embarraſs the Reader's Mind, than aſſiſt him 
in ſettling his Judgment. The four grand Parts 
therefore of this Foundation are evidently Chriſts 
Obedience, Death, Reſurrection, and Interceſſion; 


— 


: 55 Luke xx. 17, * Fpbeſ ii. 20% r. ii, 11. : 
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and theſe four Parts are compoſed of his 8 Ful - 
filment of both the ceremonial, and moral Law, his 
Atonement for Sin, his bringing in an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, to. the Soul's eternal Acquittal from 
the Demands of Juſtice, and the Infallibility of his 
Arrival in Glory, For He. who bath begun the good 
Mort will perform it unto the Day of Chriſt. As all 
theſe different Parts center in Chriſt, He is emphati- 
cally the Foundation of God. Oh. bleſſed, oh glo- 
rious Foundation | Who can refuſe to build upon 
this Baſe? None but ſuch who neither know them- 
ſelves nor the Excellency thereof. May the Lord 
help you-and I, Reader, to reſt all our Hope here, 
and to build on. none elſe, however plauſible it 
may appear to depraved Reaſon; ſince Scripture, 
which is God's Revelation, holds forth no other, 
on which a loſt Sinner may ſafely build for Eternity. 
Having endeavored to ſhew, what in general con- 
— ſtitutes a Goſpel Church, — its Form, — by whom 
founded, — and its Foundation, I n equal Plain- 
neſs proceed; 


IV. Fourthiy, To conſider the Ma AT 241415 
with which it is built. 


No ute d can be rid without Materials 5 and 
ſuch a Houſe as this, and formed by ſo Divine an 


ti. . n Nenn 
\ . Archi- 


6 25 7 
Architekt, muſt moſt ſurely be Commpoſed of excellent 


Materials. It cannot be built of unhewn, rough, 
or unpoliſhed Stones: Such were not even permitted | 


to be put into the Temple of 61d, which Was only a 


| Type of this ſpiritual Building; conſequently the 


Stones muſt be of a peculiar Texture and Beauty : 
But in Order to ſatisfy ourſelves, let us examine into 
the Building, 19 0 | : oo 


The Building i is ROW Saab ch carnal 
Stones are not fit to be placed in it; none but fe- 


generated Perſons are proper Stones for the raifing 
this Superſtructure. It is neceſſary when a Building 
is to be erected, that the Stones be properly prepa 4 


for it. This was the Caſe when they erected the 


Tem ple, And the Houſe when it was built, was buil 

tones ready prepared for it. So when a Church of 
cb is to be raiſed, it is abſolutely neceſſary that 
the Perſons who are to form Parts of this divine 
Buildi ing, ſhould be renewed Perſons; eſpecially as 


the Work to be done in this Heuss f is ſpiritual,” 


They muſt be of thoſe who are called to be Saints, 
or Perſons ſeparated from the Pollutions of the World, 


ere they can be eligible to the Communion of Goſ- 


pel Churches. And that, not only becauſe the 
Building and Work is ſpiritual, but becauſe this 


Houle is to be the Reſidence of Jebovab. Iwill ell 
in them, &c.* Now how can the Lord dwell in aj 


1 Kingeviiags * 2 Cer. vi. 1 
„ other 
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cometh (or is peculiar to) thine Houſe, O Lord, for ever.” 
There can be no real Communion between P 


other than an holy Place, when tis ſaid, 2271 be- 


ſons 


who delight not in the ſame Object; and however 
ſpecious Mens Profeſſions may be, yet if they are not 


called to be Saints, they will never truly delight in 


Holineſs; it is diametrically oppoſite to carnal Na- 
ture. In Order to real Communion in this Houſe, 
Perſons muſt be regenerated, or new- born, For God hath 


not called us unto Uncleanneſs but unto Holineſs.* Beſides, 


in the Subjects f this Houſe there muſt be Unity 

of Sentiment, as to the Object they love, the Ser- 
vice they perform, and the End they deſign. Not 
only ſo, but the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt is 
prayed for by Paul, in his Epiſtle to the, Corinthians, | 
to be with them as a Church, And the Communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt be with you all, Amen. Without this Di- 
vine Perſon there can be no real Communion, and 

as He dwells not in the Hearts of the impure and diſ- 


obedient, they cannot, while in that State, be proper 
Perſons t to be admitted 1 into a Church of . 


I have * been ee at hearing * 
Churches receiving Perſons into their Communion, 
who only bear a good moral Character, and ſome- 
times hardly that. They cannot, I am perſuaded, 
ſeriouſly reflect upon the Abſurdity of their Con- 
duct. In the Chapter I juſt cited, the Reaſon is 


® P/alm Ixxxi. 6. 17% iv. 7. n Cor: X11, 14. 
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aſfigned why the Stones were prepared before thay 
were put into the Temple, So that ther: was neither 
Hammer nor Are, nor any Tool of Tron heard in the 
Houſe while it was in Building," Learn from hence, 
that Perſons are not to join themſelves to Chriſt's 
; Church, in Order to be converted, but Converſion 
is to precede their Admiffion ; as a Man's Title muſt 
1 be made valid, before he can else his Eſtate. Who, 
when raiſing an elegant Manſion, would put ordi- 
nary Bricks and beautiful Stones together in the 
fame Parts of the Building: None, who had a 
Concern for Credit and Reputation. They 
would certainly endeavour to make it form an agree- 
able Appearance, as well as build it on a permanent 
Foundation. Beſides, what Symmetry or Propor- 
tion can there be between unformed Bricks and 
poliſhed Stones? It cannot be ſaid of ſuch an Erec- 
tion, as was ſaid of Chriſts real Church, Thou art 
beautiful, O my Love, as Tyrzah,* 


Taue Apoſtle Pau! in writing to the Church 
8 at Epheſus, ſpeaks of the Fitneſs of the different 
Parts of this ſpiritual Building; All the Building fith 
framed together groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord. a 
44 What Harmony can there be between unconverted 
. and renewed Perſons : All the Device and Cunning 
# i the World will never make them fitly frame to- 
gether ; their Principles, their Views, their Deſires, 


| I King: vi. 7. Cat. vi, 4. 3 Epbel. ii. 21. 
| E 2 their _ 
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their Hopes their ExpeQations, being directly e op- 


zolite ; ſo that unleſs the Lord the Spirit, by his ſo- 


vereign Power, new models theſe Sort of Stones, 
they can neyer be put into this holy Building, with 


any Fropriety. The Admiflion of unregenerate Per- 
ſons, has frequently been a Root of Bitterneſs ſpring- 


ing up, a wild Boar of Diffention, in a Church, to 
its Sorrow, for ſome Time, if not its utter Demolition. 
Whenever the Apoſtle Pau! wrote to the Churches, 


he always addreſſed them as à Body of Saints, know- © 
ing that ſuch only are the proper Subjects of Chriſts 
ſpiritual Kingdom; and if any of them had received 


into their Fellowſkip ſuch as had not firſt given them- 
ſelves to the Lord, his Epiſtle contained no Matter 
for their Hope or Conſolation, Writing to the dif- 


ferent Churches, he thus inſcribes his Epiſtles; To all 


that be at Rome beloved of God, called to he SALNTS:® 
Unto the Church of Gad which is at Corinth, to them that 
are ſanctiſied in or by Chriſt Jeſus, called to be SAINTS. * 


Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the Will of God to 
the SAINTs which are at Epheſus.* Paul and Ti- 
motheus, the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, to all the 
SAINTS in Chrift Jeſus which are at Philippiz* and 
thus he addreſſes the Church at Colaſſe, To the SAINTS 


and faithful Brethren in Chriſt which are at Coloſſe.s 
From all theſe Superſcriptions it plainly appears, the 
Apoſtle knew of none but SAiNTs, as proper 
Materials for the Building of Chrift s Church, 


2 15 1 7 · Jo I Cor. i 1. 2. 3 5b i. 1. 4 Philip, 


Is 1. 5 Coloſſi i. 2. 
5 It 
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SY Jn | trye; unconverted Perſons may carp in un- 
Fo xafes; and ſometimes God wiſely ondains their De- 
tection by their Fellow - Members; while others, in 
his Sovereignty, be ſuffers zo continue unto the laſt 
Hour: As for Inſtance, the five fooliſh, Virgins 1 
and thoſe alſo, who are repreſented as Tares growing 
among the Corn ;* are ſtrongly deſcriptiye of unre: 
newed Perſons i in Chri/fs Church. When the Corn 
| was properly ripened, and nat until then, the Lord 
of the Harveſt ordered the Reapers to gather the 
ITares in Bundles to burn them, hut the Wheat was 


carefully to be ſtored in his own Garner. This is 

. awful Work. The Lord help you, Reader, to be 

5 watchful | and enable you to examine whether you 

}]} are of thoſe Hypocrites in Zion, who will be ſurpriged 
7 with F eaxfuneſs at the Day of his ned 


But farther, The Stones of dich, thid-ſpiritual 
Houſe is built, are called. {jvely, Stones, “ in; Contra- 
diſtinction to the inanimate Materials of the Temple; 
dation of this Building, is Himſelf termed a hing 
Stone.s This ſymbolical Expreſſion, no douht in- 
cludes in it their Union to Chriſt, who is their Head 

of Influence, and in whom alone they ſpiritual ly 
live. Unregenerate Perſons cannot poſſibly be pro- 
per Stones for this Building, becauſe they haue no 


1 | Mat. xv. 3. Mar, xii. 377 42. s Z xxxiii. 
1 14% 1 Pe. ii. 5. 1 Pete I. 4. 1 
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Life: They are ſpiritually dead. How ſtrange would 
it appear, to ſee a Number of ſhapeleſs or flawed. 
Stones put into a ſuperb Erection ? Infinitely more 

ſtrange and inconſiſtent is it, to have a Number 
of Whore-mongers, Drunkards, Swearers, Ind ſelf- 
righteous Perſons, nn as TING of Chri hy 
Gy Building. 4 


- Members 65 Chriſt Church are likewiſe called 
tively Stones, with a ion to their rational and 
active Powers. They attHot as the lifeleſs Matter 
of the Temple of old, but poſleſſed of Reaſon, capa- 
ble of Reflection, and of Actions by which God will 
be honored: But what Honor can redound to God 
from unconverted Perſons ? Their very being in the 
Church may ſpoil its external Appearance, if not 
greatly injure its internal Parts. An ingenious Author 
pertinently obſerves, 4 That Chris Church is not 
<< built for the World's 7maels, but for God's Iſaacs; 
<< not for prophane Eſaus, but for God's Jacobs; not 
« for the Cauaanite, but the Iſraelite; not for the 
4 World's Trickſters, but for God's Nathaniel ; 
<< not for Bafhan's Bulls, but for Chris Sheep; 
« not for Nominals, but for ſuch as depart from In- 
« iquity; not for the Whore of Babylon, but for 
<< the chaſte Spouſe of Chriſt; not for Hypocrites in 
Heart, but for God's ſincere ones; not for ſecure 


3 


SY 192 1 Pet. i. 5. , 
1 „ Sinners, 


e „ 


<« *. but returning Prodigals; in a Word, 
not for the dead in Sins, but the living in Jeruſa- 
a « . Thus much for the Building itſelf. We 
[) have ſeen it is ſpiritual as compoſed of living Stones ; 
and ought-not to be injured by an Union with, or the 
| Admiſſion of unhewn, unpoliſhed, or lifeleſs Stones. 
1 Let us now proceed, 4 e 
v. F aby, To conſider the WoRk _ 8 Fee 
| VICE of this Houſe ; by which it will farther ap- 
/pear, how far unconverted Perſons are proper Ob- 
* to be received into it. „ 2 


The Work and Service of the Church of God is 
ſpiritual ; ; therefore unrenewed Perſons are not fit 
to be Members thereof. It is neceſſary for every 
Perſon who engages in any particular Service, to do 
it properly, that he have a Diſpoſition for it; that it 
be, in ſome Reſpects, agreeable to him, and not di- 
ametrically diſſonant with the Temper and Habit of 
his Mind: But what can be more immediately, or ſo 
ſtrongly oppoſite, as ſpiritual Work to a carnal Man? 
every Part of it muſt be a weariſome Employ; or 
more properly ſpeaking, every Attempt to ſpiritu- 
al Worſhip is a freſh Eſſay to carnal Service, as 
the following Conſiderations will, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, evince ; 5 


1. Praiſe 


F 


wa — 4 — — 


1 | 

1. Praiſe is one Service of this ſpiritual Hoſe ; 
In every Thing giving Thanks, for this is the Will 7 : 
Cod, &. Enter into his Gates with J. hankſgiving, 5 
and into his Courts with Praiſe.> $0 eſſential to the 
Houfe of God is Praiſe, that it is repreſenteck 
under the Simile of one in a waiting Poſture, Praiſe 


| Waiteth for Thee, O God, in Zion, &c.5 Now en 


what Ground can an unconverted Man praiſe God, 
except for the common Bounties of his Providence, 
and that he is not cut off in the Midſt of his Sins? 
but theſe are the leaſt Parts of that Praiſe in which 
the real Inhabitants of this glorious Hotiſe do join: 
They have to Praiſe God for Jeſus Chriſt, that ſpe- 
cial Gift of his Love, ſaying, He is the faire/? amopg 
ten thouſands and altogether lovely; æ but the Stran ger | 


has no Heart thus to praiſe Him; he rather fays (for 
Want of ſpiritual Underſtanding) He hath no Form 
nr Comelinefs, and whin we fall fee Him there is ns 


Beauty that we ſhould defire flim.s Chriff's Saints praiſe 
Him for what He is, as\'God-Man/ant Mediator; 


| for the Satisfaction He has offered to Di vine Juſtice; 


for the bringing in of an everlaſting Righteouſnefs; 
for the Hope they have of a perſonal Intereſt in 


Fim, and for all the divine Conſolations and ſpiritual 


Supports they receive from Him, For of bis Fullnaſi 
they receive, and Grace for Grace.“ The poor un- 
converted Soul beholds not the Greatneſs and Glory 
n. is. Fs e. 4 * Pl lw. 1. 75 li. 


2. John i. 16. Ephe/. ii. 12. | 
of 


1 


8 


a 
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wy Sacrifice; the Perfection nd Ne- 


ceſſity of his Righteouſneſs for his Juſtification; is 
Without | Hope" and without God in the World, and 
withes'not-for'any of thoſe ſweet and precious Cot- 


dials Which His? Pfomiſes afford. How then ſhall; 
how” dan itheſe two Perfohs agree? And if they 


agree net; Whereis their Communion, as the Pro- 


phet texpreſſes it . t nn n r . 
n, 1. 1085 ii 
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M e is another Service of this Hou; Aoi 


Wim willT bring to my holy Mountain, and make' them 


Joyful d in my Houſe of Prayer. And they continued 
_D—_— in the Apaſtle's Doctrine and Fulldwjoip, and in 


| breaking of Bread, and in Prayer. And while Peter 
was kept in Priſon, Prayer was-made without ceaſing of 
the Church unto God' for him.“ The real Chriſtian 
delights in this Duty, and eſteems it one of his 
moſt” extraordinary” Privileges; - but to the Unbe- 
liever it is à dull Exerciſe, and the various Peti- 


tions Which are offered up, to God, loſe their 


Weight and Importance iet For the na- 
tural 2 receiveth; not the Things f tbe Spirit.* 
The one prays for greater Conformity to the Image 
of God, knowing his own Imperfection, That I may 
knew Him and the Power of his Reſurrection, and the 


Fellowſhip of his ann, being made RS unto 


Ano iii. 3 If. hi. 7 580 Ads ii. 42. 4 4a. 


44.5. 1 Cor. ĩi. * - 
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in the Goſpel, ſays, All theſe Things haug J — | 
my Youth up :* The former ptays that he may be ena · 
bled to Count all Things but Dung that he may,guin 


Chrift, and be fund in Him, while the other, like 
the Phariſees, thanks God he is not as other Men are; 
c. and therefore ſtands not ini nsed of any better 
Righteouſneſs than his on for Juſtiſi cation in the 
Sight of God: The former prays: for an Inereaſe of 
his Faith, Lord increaſe my Faith; the latter boaſts 


of his Confidence in God, forgetting that He that 


cometh to God muſt believe that He it, ond that He 


is a3Rewarder of tbem that diligently ſeek Him. © BV 
coming to God, is not meant merely a Belief of his 


Exiſtence, or a Perſuaſion of our neceſſary Depen+ 
dance upon Him, as the Fountain of all Good; 


but it implies a coming to Him by Faith in the Lord. 


Jeſus Chriſt, as the only Foundation of our Accep- 
tance, as may be ſeen by reading the Context. 
A Perſon that comes not in this Way may talk of 
truſting God, but his Aſſertion, without Grace in 
the Heart, will only ſerve to corroborate the Decla- 


ration of Scripture, that The. Heart- is decaidf#1 aleue 


ell Things, Ac. The lively Chriſtian prays for 


7 larger Communications of Grace, and that he may 


eonftantly live upon the Lord's dete as as _ 


3 Pbil. iii. 10. * Mas. XIX, 28 N Phil: 1 Ui, 8. 
Eule xvitl. 15. 5. Luke xvii. 8. t e Jur. 


, 9 "4 ; 

» 7 5 ; 3 2 * BY: "4 
Wü. 9. | * How ee d dis 

0 # f 


F ountain 


ns = 
Fountain ef Supply, Fr wohunt ave $54 dll the Treafiirds | 
of ion and Knowledge." The carnal Profeſſor is | 
ever" x-thitft for the Emolument and Gains of this 
uncertain Life, crying, : as duomon deforibes the Hoſes 
Lach, give, give. In à Word, the former prays for 
all ſpiritual Bleffings, and that he may feel more of 
the Power of Godlineſs; while the latter is content 
with the good Things of this Life, and with the 
mere Form of Religion. Such Perſons as theſe 
can never join together in the Work of this ſpiri- 
tual Building of which we have been ſpeaking. There 
is no Communion between Light and Darkneſs;3 
God would not have an Ox and an Aſs draw together 
it the ſame Yoke ;  corifequently ſuch as appear 
not to have received the Grace of God, in the Judg- 
ment of Charity, are not eligible to the Fellowſhip 
of GC ſpel Churches; or, in other Words, to pre- 


Fetve Figure, are not ſuitable Materials — 
this Piritual Houſe. e 


3 Another Kite of this tot Houſe, is te 
Commemoration of Chriſt's Death. The Believer - 
underſtands the real Nature and principal Deſign of 
this Service: The Nature of it is figurative, and ſets 
before his mental eyes, the amazing Love of a dear 
Redeemer ; the Symbols of Bread and Wine ſtrik- 
ingly repreſent the VOY of his Body, and the | 


25 Prov. xxx. 15. 8 * vi. 14. 
Deu - Xxli. 10. 5 | 
Oe ; F 2 - Headz 


* 


( 36 


ae of his Blood for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
Wha was offered up a Sacriſice to God for a ſweet ſmelling 


| Samur." But can theſe afford any pleaſing Medi- 


tations to the unconverted Man? Does he reflect 


with Pleaſure, and contemplate with Wonder, theſe 
glorious Expreſſions of Chri/fs Love to his Church ? 1 


Does he recollect with ſacred Satisfaftion the de- 


lightful Injunction of our Lord, This do in Remem- 
brance of Me. No, he at beſt has only general and 


ſuperficial, careleſs and unprofitable, trifling andꝭ in- 
conſiderate Notions of this ſtanding Seal of the 
New Covenant; he has not a ſpiritual Eye to ſee 
through the Sign, the Thing ſignified; nor does he 


underſtand any Thing of that Glory which this Or- 8 


dinance peculiarly diſplays : Add to this, the Terms 
upon which we are exhorted to come; Let a Man 


examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of, that Bread and 


drink of that Cup.* 1 intend not to conyey to the 
Reader's Mind the Idea of any Terms being per- 


formed, to intitle us to partake of the Lord's Sup- 


per: God forbig! What I underſtand by the Text 


now Cited, i is, Let a Man examine himſelf as to his 15 
Vieus in coming ta Chriſt's Table, - what Ground 


ac he has to hope of an Intereſt in the paſchal Lamb, 
„% what Eyidence to conclude he hath a Right to 
c attend the Banquet of a Redecmer' s Love, and 


$ fo let him eat. Without ſuch an Examination, | 
he acts a preſumptuous | Part in partaking of this Di- | 


a * v. Zoo ®* Luke XX, 19, 20 1 Cor. xi. 28. 
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1 | 
vine Feaſt. The unconverted Man, who has no 


Diſpoſition or Ability for this Work, is neceluily 
excluded from a Participation of the Ordinance: 


And if that is the Caſe, it follows that he is not A 
proper Subject for Ehri/?s ſpiritual Houſe, ſince 


there are none to be received into it, but what are 
alike obligated to engage in the different Works 

and Services connected with their Character as 
Members of Chriſt 8 Church. 


* 


The Believer not only —— the Nature 1 | 


this Ordinance as a Figure, and as thus deſcribed, 
but he likewiſe comprehends its principal Deſign ; 


namely, to encourage his Faith and Hope, and ani- 
mate him in me Expectation of Chriſt's ſecond glo- - 


rious Advent. For He that ſhall come will come, and will 
not tarry. 1 At his Lord's Table he comforts, himſelf 
with the pleaſing Proſpect of that triumphant Period, 

when he ſhall have Admiſſion into the Realms of 
pure and uninterrupted Felicity; — when Sin, the 
conſtant Bane of all bis Happineſs, ſhall be perfectly 
and for ever abſent ; —and when he ſhall be adorned 
with Holineſs, ſee God Face to Face, and live an 


reign with his Redeemer for ever. But the unconl 


verted Man muſt tremble at the Thought of Chriſts 
ſecond Appearance; and, if he duly conſidered, 


would feel the keeneſt Pangs of Horror from every 


Reflection on the approaching ſolemn Period; a Pe- 
Hieb. x. 37. 
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riod, which Conſcience frequently aſſures him, = 


ſhortly take Place, and which this Ordinance telfi= | 
fes. fs oft as ye do this, ye fhreo forth the Lord's. 


"Death until He come," The Believer, when he ſees 
the Bread broken, and the Wine poured forth, in 


the bleſſed Actings of Faith, fays, « Oh what mar- 
ce vellous Loye ! What aſtoniſhing, ſtupendous 
< Grace is this I behold? Was Chrifts precious Body, 
* which that Element of Bread fizures ed my View, 
<< crucified for the Expiation of my Offences ? Was 
* that rich Blood, which the Wine repreſents, ſhed 
er for the cleanſing my Soul from all its Sit and Im- 
* purities? Is there now a ne and living Way con- 
4 ſecrated, through the Veil of Chrif's Fleſh, for 


. my free and ready Acceſs to his God and my God, 
c to his Father and my Father ? Oh! what WAY 


« ſay? but he be the Gol of Peace, wo who brought 


& again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shep- 


<6 herd of the Sheep, through the Blond of the everlaſiing 


* Covenant; who has left his Church ſuch a glorious 


4 Teſtimony e of his Love; and in Compaſſion to 
40 his Diſciples, who hope for his coming again to 
ei receive them to Himſelf, gave them this Ordinance 
fc as a Pledge of his Faithfulneſs, and the Certainty 
«@ of his Return to their complete Salvation; That 
* here He is there they may be ala.“ The unebf⸗ 
verted Man is a Stranger to all theſe delightful Con- 
— and glorious Proſpects. He fees no great, 


5 1 Cer. Xi. 6. ® Heb. X11 20. 8 3 Fohn Mv. 3. ; 
| | . 


VH 5 
derablew or gantigular- Sight in; the. Elements of © 
Bread and Wine; and Kg he continues ſo, can 
never properly engage in this Service. God is not 
pleaſed with. Idlers in his Houſe; all muſt work on 
ſhould leave his Setviee.— There is no Albernetine. 
Lag not mean by call muſt work,” that a Man's 
*partaking of this Ordinance is a Work neceſſary to 
his Salvation. The Expreſſion comports with the 
Figure hithexto maintained, deſcribing the Work of 
. mage God's ſgiritval Houſe, Je 2acty Nit 


i 1 is | angther Service of this holy Bui: 
M: 9a 3 en se. views = hs Covenants, of 
Promiſe, and is led to a Retroſpect of that gracious 
Aſſurance of God to Abraham, And I will gſtabliſt my 
Covenant between Me and thee, and thy Seed after thee 
in their Generations, for an everla ing Covenant ; ; to be 
a God unto thes, and to thy Seed after thee." Circum- 
| cigon was a Sign of the Old Covenant, and whoever 
had it not, was excluded the Benefit thereof, with- 
out Refpect of Pei rſons, It was indeed no more than 
à Sign of that Purity which God had a Right to ex- 
pect from all Alrahum's promiſed Seed; nevertheleſs, 
as it was God's Command, it became a ſolemn Or. | 
dinance, and to be punctually regarded. All who 
engaged in it, making reaſonable Allowance for the 
W ſome then, as well as now 7 under our 


Gen. xvii. 5 80 0 


* 


more 


(4) 
more enlightened Diſpenſation, well knew the gran 
Deſign thereof; that it was to repreſent the coming 
of a Purifier, who ſhould not merely circumciſe the 
Fleſh, but the Heart. The Lord thy God will eircum- 
ciſe thy Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed.* This ce- 
remonial Inſtitution was ſtrictly maintained by che 
Fes until the promiſed Meſſiah appeared, who was 
to fulfil the whole legal Diſpenſation, and be the 
Mediator of a new and better Covenant, Accord- 
ingly that his Church might not loſe an Ordinance, 

in the Place of that painful one of Circumciſion, 
which was correſpondent with the Nature of the Sa- 
crifices, and other Rites of the Moſaic: co- 
comy, He inſtituted Baptiſm, His Appearance, 
and the Work He was to do, totally precluded any, 
farther ceremonial Inſtitutions, or the OR 
of thoſe already appointed, ſince they all referred to, 
and centered in Himſelf. Baptiſm, or the Sprinkling 
clean Water on the Infant, inſtructs us in our natu- 
ral Pollution and Defilement by Sin, — and teaches 
us the abſolute Neceſſity of being Partakete of 
the Blood of Sprinkling, which cleanſeth from all 
Sin, and of the out- pouring, lanctifying Influences 
of the Holy Spirit. — Baptiſm is a Figure of Rege- 
neration, and the Believer, or real Member of Chriſi's 
, _ eſteems himſelf obliged to obſerve it, and 
With Delight engages in the Ordinance; therein he 
ſees the Strength, Meaning, and Perpetuity of God's 


Deut. xxx. 6; * * 1 Fohni. 7 


Pro- 


-(&'s 


Promiſes, | & 7 wil be a Gid 10 thee. and to * 
ce Sred.*” And Lill take the Hen Heart out of their. 
Habs, and will give them au Heart of Flyb;* There- 
fore, when he dedicates his Child to God, in Bap- 
tiſm, this Promiſe is one, among many, which he 

| pleads, and his Language, perhaps, is ſimilar to 
this, Lord, I here make a full, and unreſerved 
cc Surrender of this Infant unto Thee, counting it 

<«< my higheſt Privilege; and though I know it is 

« conceived in Sin, and ſhapezed in Iniquity,* yet on 

« thy Promiſe, that Thou wilt renew within the 

ec infant Seed of thy People a new Spirit, and re- 

© moye from them their. {tony Hearts, I now reſt by 
Faith; O Thou Covenant keeping God, let "- 

7 


1 


„ 


9 Carvant, experience the Fulfilment of this 


- « Word, on which Thou haſt cauſed him to o hope.” | = | 


But agt only is Baptiſm a Sign of 3 
as Water is an Emblem of Purity, but it is alſo à 1 
Seal of the New Covenant. The Apoſtle Peter, 
when he was introducing the Goſpel of Chriſi to the 
Jeus, who received the Word gladly, after the mi- 
fraculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, thus expreſſes | 
himſelf, Repent ye, and be baptiſed, Oe. Fer the Pro-—- 
miſe is unto you and to your Children. As if he had 
| ſaid, I exhort you to be baytiſed in the Name of. 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, ſince as you are now 


* Gen, XVU. 7. * Ext. xi. 19. Eſe li. 5. + dat 
u. 39. | 


8 4c de- 


te) 


er deprived of the Seal of the Covenant made to | 


ce Abraham, c Circumciſion,” this is a Seal of 


- & that new and well- ordered Covenant of which 


& Feſus is the Mediator; for remember, the Pro- 


- miſe is unto you and to your Children.“ Paul; 


writing to the Galatians, evinces that Baptiſm is a 


Seal of the new Covenant, and comes in the Place | 


of Circumciſion, For in Chriſt Jeſus, ſays he, nei- 
ther Circumciſion nor Uncircumeiſion availeth any Thing, 


| but a new Creature; now Baptiſm is demonſtrably 
. Figure of that Newneſs of Life which the Apoſtle 


alludes to, The lite Figure whrereunto Baptiſm doth ' now 
ove en Be h the Refurretim of Jet Che, 


which Reſurrection, is clearly applied to the bleſſed 


Effects of a ſpiritual Baptiſm, Know ye not that ſo 
many of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
baptized into his Death ? Therefore we are buried with 
Him by Baptiſm into Death: That like as Chriſt 
was raiſed up from the Dead by the Glory of the Fa- 
ther, even ſo we alſe ſhould walk in Newneſs of 
Life. For if we have been planted together in the Like- 
neſs of his Death (meaning eg we ſhall be alſo in 


the Likeneſs of his Reſurrettian. And Paul in his E. 


piſtle to the Galatians as them, that The Bleſſing 
of Abraham, (through the Atonement of Chriſi) 
was come on the Gentiles, that they might receive the 


1 1 Gal. vi. 15. * F Pet, iii. 21. 3 Rom. vi. 3 . 


* Gal. iii. 14. 


the 


Promiſe of the Spirit through Faith.“ 4 . that 


* 


0 43 } 3 
the Ordinance of Water Baptiſm is figurative of the 
Influences of that Divine Spirit which was promiſed... 
: Thus it is apparent, that Ba tiſm is a Work or Service. 
of God's ſpiritual Houſe, and that all its Members 
ſhould embrace the Privilege of dedicating their 
Children to God in this Divine Ordinance; in as 
much as it is a Seal of that Covenant, which in- 
cludes all the Bleſſings to which, as regenerated 


Perſons, and Members of n . 8 MEN 800% 
they are ebe intitled. | 


But 7 is al this toan e Man ? It is is 
as a ſtrange Language, an unknown Pongue; he 

| knows not what is meant experimentally by a Reſur- 
krection to Newneſs of Life, nor what is to be un- 
derſtood by the Seal of Faith; and certainly, while 
in this State of unfeeling Ignorance, cannot be a 
ſuitable Member of Cbriſts ſpiritual Houſe, Beſides, 
he has not any Right to the Privilege juſt mentioned, 

for the Promile is unto the Seed of of Chriſt by Faith, 
and unto their Children; fo that the unrenewed 
Man has no viſible Concern or Intereſt in the Pro- 
miſe. As all the Bleſſings contained in this Promiſe, 
appertain only to the Ele&, no Paſtor of a Church 
can ſeripturally baptize the Children of unconverted 
Parents. If he does, he undertakes to initiate a 
Child into Chriſt's viſible Church, contrary to the 
original Deſign and immediate Tenor of the Pro- 


miſe, or without any apparent legal Right to the 
Contents thereof. þ 
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no his n So that the Want of In- 


7 6 


1 poſſibly ry aſk, <« What”! muſt all he 
4 Children of unconverted Parents be refuſed this 
« Ordinance?” I anſwer, upon the Authority of. 


Divine Revelation, it appears to me they muſt. 


When the Father's Title to the Bleſſings fignified by 
this Ordinance is eſtabliſhed, then the Son's Right, 


upon the Ground of the Promiſe, becomes valid. 


Methinks I perceive the Warmth of a tender Parent” $ 
Breaſt glow with a kind of Indignation, and inclined. 


to ſet me down as one of the moſt cruel and rigid 


Claſs of Beings. But why? The Truth muſt be 


| declared, let who will diſſent and cenſure, or applaud, 
But remember, ye tender Parents, that \Water-bap- 


fiſm is not a faving Ordinance, and therefore if a 
Child dies unbaptiſed it will not be loft fot Want of 
à mere outward Sign: And if the Child be baptiſed, 
and ſhould live to Years of Maturity, and continue - 
in an unconverted State, Baptiſm in his Infancy will 
not in the leaſt ayail him, and then the Obligation 


.of the Parents, in this Ordinance, ceaſes for ever. 


If, on the ether Hand, a Child ſhould live unbap- 
tiſed until he arrives at Years of 5 and 


N Diſcretion, and then ſhould be called by the 


of God, his Want of Infant Baptiſm will not ex- 
clude him the Benefits of the \new Covenant, and 
his adult Baptiſm will conſtitute a legal Right to an 


Admiſſion into Chri/?'s militant Church, the Scat and 


Subject of all his Ordinances, and the viſible Entrance 
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fant Bapti ſm prechy udes not our Hope; nor doth the. "yy 
miniſtering thereof inſure our Salvation. Viewing the 


| Promiſe as unto Believers and their Children, it is, 


however, a glorious Privilege and an ineftimable 
Bleſſing. Thus much for the Work and Service 
of this holy Building. I. hope, Reader, by this 
Time, thou knoweſt ſomething of thoſe ſacred Pri- 


vileges and bleſſed Immunities with hich Chriſtis 
Church is endowed. As thou art ſpiritually incor- 


porated for God's Worſhip and Service, and as He 
is not ſlack to fulfil his Promiſe, thou wilt yet know 
more ſenſibly; by happy Experience, and not merely 
in Theory, what is to be enjoyed in a ſteady, con- 

ſtant, and unremitted Attachment to the Services of . 


** 8 I now eh to ſhew; - 


VI: Sixth, What OFFicErs 645 bas * 


F in chis Houſe. 


1 Holte e Houſes, the are frequently Per- 
ſons appointed to ſuperintend its ſeveral Departments, 


| that every Thing may be tranſacted with the ftriteſt 


Order and Decency. 80, in Chriſi's Church, there 


are Officers ſet apart for the good Government of its 
| grand Concerns, that All Things may be done with Decency 
und in Order. Much has been faid upon this Sub- 
ject, therefore nothing very new can be expected: I 


mall, however, endeavour to give a clear ſcriptural . 
„„ e . 40. | 
Ac 


* 


Account of the Officers of Chriſt's: Church, and Tr 


Qualifications, free ofs any Bias by Wo Poſitions vs | 
_—_ 1 e Autor, 


+>'The Jifferent Officers which are e in e 
Charek, ſuſtain different Appellations, and yet a Va- 
riety of Names are given to thoſe employed in the 
fame Work. For Inſtance, the Titles © | Biſhops | 
and Elders are ſometimes expreſly intended for the 
ſame Perſons. For this Cauſe I left thee in Crete, 
that thau ſhouldeſt ſet in Order the Things that are ant. 
ing, and ordain ELDERS in every City as I bad ap- 
peinted thee, if any be blameleſs, c. For a Bis woe 
muſt be blameleſs.* Here the Apoſtle's two Charac- 
ters center in one/Perſon ; or rather the two Names 
are given to the ſame Officers, As if he had ſaid, 

<4 Ordain, or appoint Elders in every City, (if by 
i careful Examination you can find any who are 
* blameleſs in their moral Characters) for Bishops 
«© muſt be blameleſs.” If by Elders and Biſhops the 
Apoſtle did not mean the ſame Perſons, why does he, 
when exhorting them to ordain Elders, if they could 
find any blameleſs, add, For a BisHor muſt be blame- 
Jeſs. If that was not the Caſe, he would no doubt 
have ſaid, as is apparently his Megning *—*< For an 
ExpzRmuſt be blameleſs.” The learned Dr. Owen, in 
Reference to this Point, has the following Para- 
Sraph, The Apoſtle being at Miletus, ſent to 1391 1 


; Tim 1 i. 5) 7 


C1. 3 


| & fas for the | Elders of the Church to come unte: * 
„ him, that is the Elders of the Church at Epheſus, 
as hath been elſewhere undeniably demonſtrated + 
& unto theſe Elders he ſays, Take Heed unio yourſelves; 
* the Flack, over which the Holy Gheſt hath 
made you Biſhops, to feed the Church of Ged. If 
„ Elders and Biſhops be not the fame Perſons, 
„ having the ſame Office, the ſame Function, with 
© the ſame Duties, and the ſame Names, it is in- 
© conceiveable that it ſhould be ſo expreſſed; fat 
„ thoſe Elders are they whom the Holy Ghoſt made 
«c- Biſhops; they were many of them in the fame 
Church, and their Duty was to attend to the 
& Flock, and to feed the Church, which comprize 
& all the Duties, the whole Function of Elders and 
« Biſhops, which muſt therefore be the ſame. This 
plain Teſtimony can no where be evaded by Pre- 
„ tences and Conjectures unwritten and uncertain ; - 
i the only Anſwer unto it is, It was indeed ſo then, 
but it was otherwiſe afterwards, to which ſome 
„ now betake. themſelves. . But theſe Elders. were 
<< Elders only, and not Biſhops ; or Biſhops only 
„ and not Elders ; or the ſame Perſons were Elders 
© and Biſhops, as is plainly affirmed in the Words: 
«© The latter is that which we plead. If the fitſt be 
„ aflerted, then there was no Biſhop at Epheſus ; 
for theſe Elders had the whole Over-ſight of the 
„Flock: If the ſecond, then there were no Elders 


1 ; 
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„ 
* at all, which is no good Expoſition of thoſe 
Words, That Paul talled unto bim the Elders of the 
* Church. No one diſputes that the Apoſtles were 
Biſhops, and therefore if it appears from Scripture 
that an Apoſtle is ſtiled an Elder, I think the Matter 
will be left indiſputable. For this Purpoſe recur to 
the Expreſſion of Peter; The Elders who are among 
you I 4xhort who alſo am an Elder.* For the ap- 
pointing theſe Officers we have Scripture Example | 
and 1 e ä 
Many Diſputes have ariſen on this Part of the Sub- 
ject, which I think unprofitable: They have a Ten- 
deney to confuſe the Underſtanding, and prevent 
Perſons forming a proper Judgment. A few Texts 
mall ſuffice to prove that different Names were given 
to the ſame Officer. Tale Heed therefore unto your- 
ſelves, and to all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made you Overſeers, to feed the Church ef God, 
which He hath purchaſed with his own Blood.* The EIL. 
ders which are among you, I exhort, who alſo am an 
Elder, and a Witneſs of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
alſo a Partaker of the Glory that hall be revealed. The 
Etlter unto the well-beloved Gaius, whom I love in the 
Truth. - 
- 7 
"Ima will be granted by the moſt frenuGus Friends of 


0 4. XX: 17. 2 | Pet. v. 1. 3 Als *. 28. 
© 1 Pe. v. 1 John iii. 1. | 
So - | Epiſ- 


Tam 


| Vpiſcopacy; that different Names' being thus given 
to the ſame Officers, greatly embarraſſes tlie Subject, 
and renders the End of the cloſeſt Reſearches rather 
indeterminate. However this may be, we ſhall 
have no difficult Taſk to aſcertain what Officers are 
really neceſſary for a Church of Chrift, provided we 
leave the mere appellative Diſtinctions, and imme- 
diately attend to thoſe Pirections which were given 


by Paul to Tine and view his Addreſs to the 97 0 
ET: | 


Fròm Paul's Epiſtle to Timothy, it evidently ap- 
pears no Way neceſſary to have more than two Offi- 
cers, Biſhops or Paſtors, and Dracons: In the third 
Chapter he mentions all the Qualifications to be poſ- 
ſeſſed by theſe two Officers, It is natural to ſuppoſe 
that if there had been any other Officers in the 
Church, he would not have neglected giving his Ad- 
vice alſo to them; eſpecially as he was inſtructing 
young Timothy in every Thing reſpecting both his 
own Work as an Elder, and the Church's Diſci- 
pline and Order; and deſcends to give ſome Direc- 
tions even concerning the Behaviour of Deacons 
Wives. When he addreſſes the Church at Philippi, 
he writes to them as having no other Officers than 
Biſhops and Deacons ;- Paul and Timotheus, — the 
Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, to all the Saints in Chriſt | 
Jeſus which are at Philippi, with the * and Dea» 
cons, \_ 
| z Phil. i. 1. 5 
=. How 


How many Deacons are neceſſary for a Goſpel 
Church, is a Matter upon which Scripture is totally 
ſilent, and therefore in ſuch a Caſe Reaſon and P 

dence muſt direct; if the Number of Members 
of one Community is Yreater than another, they 
conſequently need more Officers. All that is ſaid, 
| reſpecting the Neceflity of having other Officers a 
is merely conjectural; whereas, what is expreſſed to 
Timothy and the Philippians, is clear and certain; and 
by the Apoſtle's Silence, may be argued to be as 
much as is neceſſary for the Rule of our Conduct. 
There were, indeed, more Officers than Paſtors and 
Deacons when the Apoſtles firſt began to ſettle diffe- 
rent Churches: but then we ſhould conſider the Na- 
ture of their Situation, and'the particular Circum- 
ſtances they were under. The Apoſtles, and ſome 
of the Elders they wee were called, for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel, to travel from Place to 
Place; and therefore they found it expedient, that 
ruling Elders ſhould. be appointed, that nothing in 
their Abſence might be wanted for the Peace and | 
good Order of the Churches. | 


Again, the continual and large Additions of Con- 
verts that were making to the Churches, rendered it 
indiſpen ſably neceſſary for the Apoſtles and Elders to 
have farther Helps; otherwiſe much Confuſion muſt 
have neceſſarily enſued, and their Labour been greatly 
encreaſed. More eſpecially does this appear, fince 
the principal Part ol the Controverſy amounts to no 
9 | E more 
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they are the ſame Perſons as are elſewhere 
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plicable to them all, whoſe Function is . 
whoſe Qualifications and Characters are the 


(3) 


more, than for rating Elders, To rule wh Diligence, 

andt take Care of the fpiritual Concerns of the 
Church, while the Deacons attended to all the ſecu- 
lar Affairs thereof. As to the Teaching, ruling El, | rs, 


Biſhops, Paſtors, &c. Let the Elders, ſays Paul, 
That rule well, be counted worthy of double Honor, &c.* 
The Elders which are among you J exhort, who alſo am 
an Eller, and a Witneſs of the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
and alſo a Partaker of the Glory that ſhall be revealed, 
Feed the Flick of God, &c.* And the Apoſtle, in 
another Place, gives us an Account of their different 
Abilities for their ſeveral Duties. Having then Gifts 


differing according to the Grace that is given to us, whe- 


ther Prophecy, let us prophecy according to the Propart N 
of Faith, or Miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtering, or 
he that teacheth, on teaching, or be that exhorteth on Ex- 
hortation, &c,* Dr. Owen obſerves, “That thoſe 
whoſe Names are the ſame, equally common and ap- 


me, 
whoſe Duties, Account and Rewards are the ſame, 
and concerning whom there is noone Place of Scrip- 
ture, in which the leaſt mention is made of Inequa- 
lity, Diſparity, or Preference of Office among, — 


are eſſentially and every Way the ſame ; that thus it 
is with the Elders and Biſhops in the SOOT can- 


not well be denied. * 


15 Rem. X11 g 8. 12 1 Tim, iv. 17. 3 1 Pet, V | 
+ Rem. xii. 6, 8. | 5 g : . 
% | H | 2 #4 | 


„ 
I ſhall now endeavor to point out what are the 
Qualifications eſſential to the Character of thoſe two 
Officers, Pas TORS and DE ACONS, as deducible 


. from Scripture. s 


— 


— 
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1 


. As to A were mts by 
God to the Church, — 7 will give you Paſtors after 
mine own Heart, who ſhall feed you with Knowledge 
and Under/landing.* He promiſed—He hath per- 
formed. The Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to Ti- 
mothy, gives a particular Deſcription of a FRE" s 
Qualifications, | 


T. 22 muſt be blameleſs, That is, his Deportment 
muſt be ſo circùmſpect, as not to ſubject him to 97 
juſt Cenſures from the Wer d. 

He muſt be the Huſband of one Wife. There 
was . Propriety in this Hint, in the Apoſtles 
Time, when Poligamy was ſo prevalent among the 
Gentiles. In our Days it is not ſo common, as the 
Laws of our Country forbid it under the ſevereſt 


Penalties. : 
e 


. not inactive in his Maſter's Work; 
but ever watchful and ſteady in the Diſcharge of his 
miniſterial Service, knowing he has not received it 
of the Lord to be indolent, or for an indifferent 
Purpoſe. ; | 
| Fer, iii. 15. | | 

4. Sober; 


e FE 


1 * 


4 Sober; not riotous and diſorderly in his walk, 
but ſetting an Example of uniform and. ſteady Ad- 
herence to the Dictates of Reaſon and Sobriety. 


5. Of good Behaviour ; not unmannerly in ER 
Conduct towards either Few or Gentile, bond or free. 


Rudeneſs is no Part of a Chriſtian's Character. 
Under the ſpecious Pretext of Faithfulneſs, ſome 


Men have fſhamefully diſgraced Religion, and 
cauſed others to blaſpheme the Name and Ways of 8 


Christ. 


* 


6. Given to Hoſpitality ; ready to communicate to 


the Diſtreſſes of others i in Temporals (ſo far as they 
have Ability) as well as Ae 'to them- in 


Spirituals, 
N 


7. Apt to teach; not ignorant of their Calling, 


but properly gifted for their ſacred Character, and 


equally ready to exerciſe their Abilities in the im- 
portant Work, for their Peoples Conviction, Edifi- 
cation, or Comfort, as they ſhall nn and 
diſtinctly 9 | 


8. Not given to Wine; not to an Exceſs of it. 
The Juice of the Grape may be as conſcientiouſly 
drank by a Miniſter, in Moderation, as by any of 
his Hearers; what is ſail of Wine, may be n 
applied to any other — Liquor. 


9. No 


+ 


"T7 


9. . Striker; not of a Diſpoſition for engaging 
in Quarrels or Diſputes, but rather diſpoſed to 
act the Part of a Mediator between two contending- 
Parties; or, if he be a Principal himſelf, ſooner put 
up with a ſmall Inſult, than return Blows : How- 
ever, if a Miniſter of Chriſt be aſſaulted, and there 
are no Means of his eſcaping without defending 
himſelf by Blows, the Phraſe cannot mean that he 
ſhall tamely ſubmit to all the NESS and Cru- 
elty of Enemies * Madmen. ; 

10. Net greedy of filthy Lucre; not one who for 
any temporal Advantage would make a Sale of the 
Truth; — like Judas fell his Lord for thirty Pieces 
of Silver; or like Demas through love of the on | 
Life, quit Chri/?'s Service, 


— 


11. Patient ; ; with Reſped to 1 own perſonal. 
Trials, and with Regard to the Promiſes of God. 
Neither in Haſte for Deliverance from the one, or 
the Fulfilment of the other. ; 


12. Nas a  Brawler ; no Way diſpoſed to make 


or cheriſh Diſputes and Quarrels in the Church, or 


to ſet Families at Variance ; ſuch Things, ought not 
even to be named among Paſtors, 


13. Not covetous; not defirous of poſſeſſing that 
which belongs to his Hearers or others; A covetous 
Perſon | is not fit to have the Overſight of a Golpel 

> Church, 


[ — 


T ⁵ 2 ³· w; ²1ü—ͥ.i toons 


uch, 2s it is more than probable, he may muth- 
late the Truth, or be a Time: ſerver, to, . 
His « own mercenary MEE 3 


14. One that ruleth well bis own Houſe, We, Not 1 
one who appears to have the Form of Religion when 
in the Church, but one on whoſe. Heart the Truths 

of the Goſpel are ſo influential, as to enable him to 
rule his Houſe or Family, as that they may become alſo 
Examples to the Church. Beſides, if he is incapable 
of managing the Concerns of his own Family, how 
=can he be a proper Perſon to ſuper-intend the Con- 
cerns of a Church of Chri/t;-as the Apoſtle lion: 
"—_— reaſons 1 in the Ds Wente TY 19 4 
15. 1 a Ana he maſk; in FR Meaſure. at 
leaſt, be inſtructed in the Doctrines of the Goſpel. 
Not one who is a Stranger, either to the theoretical, 


— el 


or experimental Truths thereof; not one who poſſeſſes 


| ſome ſmall Gifts, and is puffed up thereby to conſider 
himſelf-fully and competently qualified for theologi- 
cal Diſquiſitions, and the paſtoral Office; leſt, fays 


the Apoſtle, He being lifted up with Pride olli into the 
a of the Devil.* 


, 16. He muſt have a good Report of them that are 
without; I cannot think what Senſe thoſe Perſons 
put upon this Text, who, if a Miniſter preaches. 


| x Par 5. 2 Ver. 6. S 


RN yen 
the Goſpel with ſome Degree of i and has 


rather a popular Talent, however infamous and juſtly 


cenſurable his general Character may be, can calmly 
fit under his Miniſtrations. Chriſt's Service is an 


holy as well as an honorable Employ; and therefore 


all his Servants ought to regard the Injunction, Be ye 


"holy, even as I am holy.* A Miniſter. of Chriſt then 


(as far as can reaſonably be expected) muſt have a 


good Report of them who are without; that is, of 


them who appear not at preſent to be in God's Cove- 
nant, but in the Devil's League; not in Chrif's holy 


Church, but in Satan's idolatrous Temple; Leaſt he 


Fall into Reproach, &c. That is, leaſt the World 
taking Advantage thereof, ſeverely reflect on his 
CharaQer, as well as on the Church, who by 
their free Suffrages, hath elected him to the paſtoral 


Office, diſtreſs the Minds of its Members, and ad- 


mit the Enemy to exult, ſaying, Ad! ſo would we 


bave at 


Theſe are "ROW the more * though not 


trifling Qualifications of a true Goſpel Miniſter, as 


given us by the inſpired Apoſtle. But there are ſtill 
more important Endowments, as to their Nature, 
though perhaps not as to their Conſequences, witn 


which every Miniſter of the new Diſpenſation ſhould 
be furniſhed, 'T hree of theſe I ſhall briefly mention 
without any particular r 


1 Pet. i. 16. 2 P/al xxxv. 25. | 


- 44 A Paſtor of W, th have miniſterial 
Gifts, which Gifts are of a ſpiritual Nature, and are 
ſaid to be beſtowed by God himſelf upon his Servants, 
as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, When, He aſcended up on 


high, be led Captivity captive, and gave Giſts unto Men. 
If Miniſters are not qualified for their Work, how. 
will they be able to defend the Truths of the Goſpel 
againſt its many implacable Enemies. This is one 
Branch of their Duty. They are alſo to aim at eſta- 


bliſhing the Minds of their Hearers, that they be not 
teſſed to and fro and carried about with every Wind of 


Doctrine. But how will they be capable of this, or. 
of building up cheir People in their moſt holy Faith, 


0 


when many Parts of it they cannot eomprehend 


themſelves, much leſs elucidate and enforce it for 


their Peoples Comfort and Edification: To this Pur- 
poſe the Apoſtle, after having mentioned theſe Gifts, 
adds for what End and Deſign they were beſtowed, 


Fer the per fecting of - the Saints, for the Work of | the Mi : 


"ry; der: the edi (NE. te Sy of Chriſt.“ 


4248 He muſt 1 ee 58, te of God in 


Truth. Thau, therefore, ſays Paul to Timathy, be 
Prong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus.“ This is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, and cannot by any Means be diſ- 


penſed with, in as much as it is impoſſible for them, 
without it, to fulfil the Work of their Miniſtry i in a 


proper Manner; or. how can 1 they ſay of the Lord 


Eßpheſ. iv. 8, 11. Rom. Xii. 6. Epbeſ. iv. 14. 
Ups . 


Epbeſt iv. 12. 4 2 Tim. ii. 1. 


L,  '. Tm 


* 
© 


Ge) 


E Who chmferteth' us in all our Tribulations, that 

208 may be able to comfort den who are in any Trouble, 
by the Comfort therewith we ourſelves are comforted of 
God. Tt is the Buſineſs of a Paſtor to ſeek to com- 
fort the People of his Charge, when under any ſpiri- 
tual Diſtreſs; but this he cannot do, if he himſelf is 
a Stranger t to the Grace of God; ſeeing pee in- 
enen not with theſe Things.” e 


* 


3. He muſt likewife ts the pont Teachings 
of the Holy Ghoſt, 1Yhich Things alſo we ſpeak, not in 
the Vords which Mens IViſdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy 'Ghoft teatheth, comparing fpiritual "Things with q 
 fotritual! ne not every Man who has even Gifts 
and Grace, that is called to miniſter in ChrifsChurch 
as a Paſtor, but ſuch as appear to have received the 
Holy Spirit. Now we have received not the Spirit of 
the Morld, but the Spirit which” is of Ged; for what 
Purpoſe ? That we might know the Things that are freely 
given to us of God.* The very Adminiſtration of the 
Goſpel is attributed to the Holy Spirit, How, ſhall 
nat the Min iRrration of thts pirit be rather glorious. 4 If 
4 Miniſter hath not Grace in his Heart, the Spirit 
(in an ordinary Way) will not work by his Inſtru- 
mentality. Ch urches, therefore, ſhould be very care- 
ful and deliberate in their Choice of a Paſtor, It is 
of greater Conſequence to have a Miniſter who has 


Grace in his Heart, with the Anointings of the Spi- 
— : 
1 85 2 Cor. . a 1 ce. ll. 2 21 Cor. ii. 12. 
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at rit, chan the more generally captivating Acoompfiſnu . 

„ ments which conſtitute a Perſon an agreeable Om 

＋ tor, as Addreſs, Cadence, Pathos, and Elocution; 2 
— | though theſe are by no Means to be deſpiſed as in- | 
i- different, or to be contemned as uſeleſs, but ever 


to be wren as eee and AE O Ine 


To theſe. 1 might-ald, as a 3 : 
ſuggeſts, that a Paſtor ſhould! be furniſhed with: hu - 


gs man Learning.* Perſons were not ſuffered to ſtand, 
in even to miniſter in the Preſence of Nebuchadnezzar, 
he until they had been three Years. privately inſtructed 

th x in human Sciences; much leſs then ſhould: Mi- 
fts niſters preſume to teach in the Preſence of the King 
ch of Kings without ſome literary Attainments. They 
he ſhould excel in ſpiritual Knowledge. But we ſpeak 
of the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, even the hidden 
at Ni an; which. God erdained vgs ont Wea 

ely 4x 1 NN LOSE) 
he * When I fay a Paftor ould, be fyrnithed with humen + 
all Learning, I only mean to ſpeak in general; and not to 
If intimate that all Perſons who are deſtitute thereof, ſhould 
"oe avoid taking upon them that important Charge. —]I really 
a | believe many have been called to the Work of the Mi- 
. niſtry, who have been poſſeſſed of little or no human 
13 Learning —Zut of this ignorant perſuns have trequently 
0 aimed to avail themſelves, in Vindication of their Con- 
5 duct, in entering upon the Miniſtry without juſt Evidence 
125 of its being their Duty. — By which Means, the Mouths of 
12. many have been widely * to * Evil of the Gaſpel 


of Chriſt, | „„ 
its - | "— . „ 


Gl) Be found in the Faith, Hold fo aff the Nn 
of found Words, Sr. Be of an humble Diſpoſition,” . 
Tra all of you be ſubject ont to unbther, and br chathed 

ꝛolth Humility * * Of tender, ſympathetic Feelings, 
Nut on therefore,” as the Elect of God, holy and beloved, 

Bowels of Mercies, ' Kindneſs,  Humbleneſs of Mind, 
| Meekneſs, long Suffering.* Heavenly minded, But 

thou, G Alen ef God, Nee theſe Things denn 5 an 

immoderate-Purſuit ef temporal Acquiſitions) and 
follow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſi, cc. In a Word, 
the muſt be Examples to their Flocks, Be thou an 

Example of the Believers in Word," in Converſation,” in 

Charity, in Spirit, in Faith; in Purity'®' But as all 

theſe Things naturally offer themſelves to thę Re- 

ſlection of the meaneſt Capacity, it wou be 
trifling to deſcant upon them. I hope, from what 
has been hinted, Churches may be abl clearly to 
diſcern the Path of Duty in which they e con- 
ſtantly tread, and the Line of Conduct which they 
1 invatinbly rv ach Agony 1 tarp 
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| | However, T cannot quit this Head without drop- 
L ping a Hint to ſuch as undertake the paſtoral Office, 
They ſhould be fully e that they 3 are Called 
to the Work. "tis. an awful Thing for a a Minifte; er 
to labor in 4 Dark. In order r to prevent 
it, he ſhould be earneſt at the Throne of Grace for 


Wien Such as are not called 3 God: to labor 


"F 45 oi ls. > 2 Ts. ik 3 Pet, v. 56 6. 


5444 
Col. iii. 12. 1 Tim. vi. 11. *% 17im, iv. 12. 
1 Rb : in 


in his Vineyard, and yet are therez/idiing! inſtead; of 
working, have no Reaſon (howeven they may pre- 


ſume) to expect his Bleffing: They ſhotNdjrecollect 
the dreadful Caſe of Uzziah in daring, to invade the 


Prieſt's Office. It is ſaid, Mhen be was firang, bis 


Heart was lifted up to his Deſtructiun : Hor betranſs 


greſſed aguinſt the Lord his God, and went intd the Tum 
pleof th Lord, to burn Tucenſe upon the Altar of Incenſe. 
What was the Conſequence? why, IM hile he bad a 


Cenſor in his Hand, to burn Incenſe, and while he tua 
wrath with the Prieſt, the Leproſy even roſerup- in bis 
Ferehead before the Prizft in the Hauſe:of tht Lord from 
Ie Althr. Phe Caſe of Saul ſhauld- 
be forgotten. : Tihe Mui having been greatly 
Adseked at the Appearance of ſo large a Number of 
Npiliſtines, followed *their:King»and Leader, Saul, 
with trembling ; he obſerving the Fears of ſomez and 
that others had left him, and ſecreted themſelves 


in Caves, Thickets, Rocks, and other Places, called 


for à Burnt- offering and {a Peace: offering, chat he 
might enquire of the Lord for Direction in his 


critical Situation; * Impatient for the Return of 


Samuel the „Frephet, he precipitately facrificed, 
contrary to the poſitive Command of God; for 
which "incpyſiderate and preſumptuous A Alec, he 
was ſeverely reproved, and juſtly threatened with the 
Loſs of his Kingdom.* once: more, the Conduct 
of Uzziah ſhould not be paffed by us unnoticed, 
Diftruſting the Wiſdom and Power of God, 1 the 


n * 


9 2 Chren. xxvi. 10. — 21 Sam. xi 14. 
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Support and Protection of his own Ark, he haſtily 
ſtretched forth his Hand and took hold of it. At this 
Effort of his Weakneſs, The Anger e the Lord was 
kindled again him, and be {mate him. The two laſt 
mentioned Perſons, ſeem to have had good Intentions 
in what they did. Uziab becauſe he thought the 
Ark would fall to the Ground; and Saul, as he was 
in Diſtreſs, conceived it became him, on that Ac- 
count, and for the Deliverance he wanted, to offer 

- x Burnt- offering unto the Lord. From whence we 
may learn, that good Views ate not ſufficient to au- 
thorize:a Perſon to engage in the Miniſtry. God 
would have none employed under the old Diſpen- 
ſation, without his ſending them; like thoſe of whom - 
the Prophet Feremiah ſpeaks, have not fent thoſe 
Prophets,” yet they run. I. have nit ſpoken to them, yet 
they propheſied. * The Apoſtle Paul declares he re- 
ceived his Right to the Miniſtry immediately from 
God. . The . Miniftry which I have" received of ) the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 
Again, Say to Archippus, tale hzed to the Miniſtry which 
thou _ ah in the Lord that thou Fulfal . 


Inf may be aſked, how ſhall a Perſon be ſatisfied 
whether he is called to the Miniſtry or not; L anſwer, 
let him review all thoſe Qualifications I have drawn 
from Scripture, and ſee whether he poſſeſſes the 
any Meaſure; and then by an earneſt, Wedel 
to God in Prayer, and the Prayers of his People, 


12 Sam. vi. 6, 7. 1 Fer. xxiii. 21. Al. xx. 24 Ca. 
4 | os : IV IT. . 
Iv. 17. — 


e 


ne need not And but that if it is the Lord's Will, 
{ be ſhould be his Servant in a miniſterial Capacity, 
e will influence him to the Choice thereof, and open 
a Door for his Entrance; Remember his Promiſes ; 
He ſhall call upon Me, and I will anſwer him; And 
again, Then ſhall ye call upon Me, and ye ſball 20 and 
pray unto Me, and I will hearken unto r.. ls 
Paul declares, that he was called to be an Apoſtle, 
ſo every Goſpel Miniſter ſhould be ſatisfactorily per- 

ſuaded in his own Mind, he is called to that ſacred, 
n and arduous Service. | | ; 


wh now W having conſidered Pay Chandler 
and Qualifications, to take a tranſient View of the 
Duty and Work of a e of the Goſpel. And, 


** It is ; the ” x of every Goſpel Miniſter, more 
or lf to give himſelf to STUDY. . 


1 che Introduction and firſt Pons of the 
Goſpel, and before the New 1 was penned, 
which fo clearly delineates the Character and marks ? 
out the Duty of a Miniſter of Chriſt, Men were ex- 
traordinarily anointed to their high and important 
Work ; but now, as God has withdrawn the 
extta Effuſions and ſpecial Aſfiſtances of his Holy | 
Spirit, it is required of them particularly to ludy 
the Scriptures. To this, even Timothy was warmly 
exhorted. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God. 


: P/al. ix1, 15 5 Jer. 1. 3 2 Fim. ii. 15. 
1 That 


iy 


7 1 l ** * R — "af ae.” 2 rern * * * l 
8 3 FOXY . — - 
REST 
- 8 3 FP? 
. # — 
* * 
1 25 * 


( 64) | 
That is, apply thyſelf with the cloſeſt Attention to 


the Word of God, as that Word contains in it all 
that u Sinner can hope for, or receive — and as from 
it all the Arguments for his Comfort and Conſolation 


are derived, it becomes his indiſpenſible Duty to 


ſtudy; or diligently ſearch to find the Mind of the 


Spirit: Perhaps ſome Perſon, who is an Enemy to 
Study, may object and ſay, that when Paul exhorts 
Timothy; to fudy to ſhow himfelf approved. unte God, 
it implies nothing more, than ſo faithfully to con- 
duct himſelf in the Work of the Miniſtry, as to meet 
with the Divine Approbation; to which I anſwer, 
How was he fo likely to diſcharge the ſacred Service 
in which he was engag ged with Faithfulneſs, and la- 
bor with Succeſs i in his holy V ocation; as when he 
carefully ſtudied and cautiouſly explained the Old 
Teftament: This was the only effectual Way of 
Approving himſelf unto 0 Wortman that needeth not 
to, be aſhamed, rightly. Alain the Word of Truth, * 


The very Phraſeology of this Text imports 'S” T r,. 


4 Wonk MAN“ wh RIGHTLY Dividing 1E 
40 Won b,“ how can this properly be done without 


ö Study? It cannot; and this Portion of Scripture 
evidently enjoins Timothy to a careful Explanation 


of God's Prophecies, and Promfſes. To conclude, 
that Timothy, was exhorted to Studg, may be clearly 
proved from thoſe peculiar Expreflions of Pail in his 


firſt Epiſlle t to yl ſuch as, Give Kenan to read. 


Wer 


* ;1. Tam. -\15, 


Y | ang; 


— 


7 EE. COR 
ing; Meditate upon ibeſi Things. * Tale Herd ano thy- 
felf and to thy Doctrine. 1 Theſe different Phraſes, 
inconteſtibly prove the Duty and Neceſſity of a ſtu- 
dious Attention to Revelation. And indeed, this is 
the only Way to expect Succeſs, whatever God does 
to the contrary on particular Occaſions, When Mi- 
niſters can trifle away their Time, and omit the pro- 
per Diſcuſſion of their Subjects, (vainly preſuming 
on their natural or acquired Abilities) until they come 
to preach, they have no juſt Grounds to expect a 
divine Blefling. Such Conduct is directly oppoſite to 
many in Scripture, who are ſaid to labor in the Nord 
and Doctrine; which Expreſſion is certainly meant 
to indicate the Greatneſs of the Work, and the ar- 
duous Nature of the Chriſtian Miniftry, 


Study is oppoſed to Indolence, and Miniſters 
ought not on one Hand to preſume upon the Aſſiſ- 
tance of the Spirit without Study; nor on the other, 
preach other Men's Diſcourſes to fave themſelves the | 
Pains of Study. God declares He is againſt ſuch a 

Character as the latter, in very emphatical Expref- 
fions, Therefore behold JI am againſt the Prophets, ſaith 
the Lord, that fleal my Words every one from his Neigh- 
bour, Behold J am againft the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, 


that uſe their Tongues, and ſay, He sAITHñ. That 


is, who declares God faith fo and ſo, Too THEM, 
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when they have only learned what God has revealed 


of his Will from his own Prophets. This is no un- 
common 1 Thing 1 in our Day. But, % . 


* 


II. As it is a Miniſter's Duty to ſtudy, ſo it is 


equally his Work to preach. This he is to do, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's Inj unction, by rightly divid- 
ing the Herd, which conſiſts, ? 


& 


x. In ts opening the Senſe of any 8 
Paſſage, ſo that the People do not miſtake the Mean- 


ing, or be left in a State of Ambiguity reſpecting 


the Truths and Precepts of the Goſpel. When this 


has been the Caſe, the People have frequently drawn 


ſuch falſe Concluſions, as greatly to perplex their own 
Minds, and have been the anner Means of diſ- 
treſſing others. 


2. To divide the Word, the various Doctrines 


of the Goſpel ſhould be maintained in their ſeparate 
and material Diſtinctions. The Hearers ſhould be 


taught the Occaſion of their Ruin, SIN; and the 
Means of their Recovery, GRACE; Nhat whereas Sin 
did abound, Grace did much more abound.* Juſtification, 
our Clearance from Guilt, — and Sanctification, 
our Meetneſs for Heaven, -ſhould never be blended ; 
nor our own inherent Righteouſneſs J to 


1 2 Tim, ii. 15 TR 2 Nom. V. 20. | 


5 5 e Chriſt's 


0 oF ) 


Chriſt's perfect Qbaticnce. "Theſe, among other 
Points, not being clearly diſtinguiſhed by the Mi- 
niſter, frequently prevents the People's ne in 
their e e of the Truth. 


3. To divide the Word, is to ac on the 
moral and preceptive Part thereof, To ſhew what 
God commands, and what God forbids. To con- 
vince the People that his Commands are not grievous, 
nor what He forbids unjuſt, but for their ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Advantage; ſince every Thing 
that in any Meaſure tends thereto, He promiſes 
freely to beſtow, For no go:d Thing will He withbold 
Fon them that walk uprightiy. 


4. To divide the Word, is to N upon the 
various Ordinances it appoints; ſuch as the reading 
; | as well as preaching of the Goſpel, Praiſe, Prayer, 
1s the Lord's Supper, and Baptiſm. To ſhew the Na- 


1 ture, End, and principal Deſign for which they were 
be inſtituted, and not let the People paith for Lack — 
the | Knowledge. 

Sin | | | 

on, F. To divide the Word, is to give every Man A 
on, Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. A Paſtor is to ad- 
d; miniſter Milk to Babes, as well as give Meat to 
to J ſtrong Men: * For this We he ſhould conſult 
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the Caſes of his People, and adapt his Sermons. as 
ſuitably thereto as he is capable. And in Order to 
be properly qualified and furniſhed with Materials for. 
this End, he ſhould .make it his Buſineſs (as fre- 
quently as convenient) to viſit his People, and haye 


eh Converſation with- them. rae 285 


. 8 the Opinion of Divines, that hs St 
| here uſed, dividing the Werd, alludes to the Levites 
cutting up the Sacrifices. If this be granted, there 
appears great Beauty in the Metaphor ; ſince they 
were diſſected with great Carefulneſs, and diſtributed 
with the ſtricteſt Attention to the ritual Inſtitution 3 
ſo Chriſt's Servants are to open the Goſpel Myſteries 
with much Caution and with great Regard to 
Scripture Appointment. So let « Man arcount of s 
as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 4 the 
* of Gag, SLID 5 | 


6. To divide the Word, is to 8 the whole 
Counſel of God, in due Seafon, and in proper 
Order. I have not ſhunned to declare unto you, the 
whole Counſel of God. How can a Man make a pro- 
per Diviſion of the Word, if he conceal any Part 
thereof. Of this awful CharaRer, there are recorded, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, ſome who 
" Tried Peace, Peace, tuben there was no Peace,* and 


* 1 Cor. iv. 4. A xx, 27. Jer, 
vi. 14. 


others, 
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EF others, who were e of euer * in ee. 
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Theſe are the general Parts into which the Word 


or Goſpel ſhould be divided ; and all this foul. be 


roy 


A 


1. Lak Faithfulneſs. Thus was Ae in God's s 
typical Houſe: : My Servant Moſes is nat je, who ds 
faithful in ail mine Houſe.* And this is ſtrictly re- 
quired of every Goſpel Miniſter, Mereover it is re- 


_ quired in Stewards, that a Man be Joe en * 


2. With Affe ion. 85 being affelimately 6 
of you, we were willing io have impartad unte you, nt 
the Goſpel only, but alſo our own Souls, becanſe-you were 
dear unto 48. Faithfulneſs and Affection ſhould 
be inſeparable; for if they are diſynited, it is more 
than probable, Miſchief inſtead of Good, 5 be the 
Effect. 


3. With Diligence. Not neglecting the 25 L 
Concerns of their Charge, Beloved when 1 gave all 
Diligence to write unto you of the common Salvation, &c.5 
Be thou (ſays Solomon) diligent to know the State of thy 


: Flocks, andlook well to thy Herds.* Indolence is by 


no Means conſiſtent with the Character of Cat s 


" 1 Tim iv. 2. 2 Nunb, WB. 7. ien . 
+ 1 255%. li. 8. : Jude iii. 0 Prov. vii. 23. 
3 SD IT 
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true Miniſters, who are to labor in Seaſon, "wo 


out of Seaſon. 


4. v ith sineerlty- For we are not as many who 
worrupt the Word of God; but as of Sincerity in the Sight 


of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt. This is a very capital 


Part of a Paſtor's Duty; for if the Goſpel is falſely 
. repreſented, or the Truths thereof artfully perverted, 


the Hearers are likely to loſe Sight of every ſpiritual . 


Advantage, and every proper Ground for Chriſtian 


Confidence, Sincerity is oppoſed'to Deceit, and ſo 
conveys a different Idea from the Conduct of thoſe 


who refrained declaring the whole Counſel of God, 
to which, at firſt View, this ſeems to be analagous: 
Tune latter refuſing to ſpeak the Truth, becauſe they 


either hate or diſbelieve it, the former wilfully miſre- 


preſenting it, either to pleaſe their Auditors or gain 
ſome temporal - A 8 


5. Wich Zeal. For 7 bear him Record, eh eee Bath - 


aà great Zeal for you, Sc," It is highly inconſiſtent 
with the Office of a Miniſter of Chriſt, to be deſti- 
tute of Zeal for the Glory of his ſpiritual Houſe; 

eſpecially when his gracious Lord and Maſter de- 
clares by the Mouth of David his T ype, chat the 
Zeal of the Lord's Houſe a did eat him up. Lukewarmneſs 
is what God abhors in any of his profeſſing People, 


but - more particularly in his miniſtering Seryants, 


1 2 Cor. ii. 17. Col. iv. 13. 3 FE lxix 9 
kd 8 4 bo. 
be 


1 


Thus Miniſters ſhould divide the Word of God 9 


all Faithfulneſs, 3 Diligence, vincerity, and 
EM 


F. 1 It; is not as the Work: and Dri of a 
Paſtor, to ſtudy and preach the Word, but to pray 
with and for the People; Now I pray to God that 
do no Evil," ſays Paul to the Corinthians; and in 
his Addreſs to the Philippians, he adds, Always in 
every Prayer of mine for you all, making Requeſt with 
Joy: In his Epiſtle alſo to the Church at Coloſſe, 
he informs them of his Remembrance of their Faith 
in Chriſt Feſus —Since which, he ſays, we give Thanks 
to God, and the Father of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, pray- 
ing always for ou. Writing to the Thefſalomans, he 
has theſe Words, M herefore alſo we pray always for 
you. Theſe Texts manifeſtly point out the Duty, 
and ſhew the Example of Miniſters praying for the 


People; and not now and then, but conſtantly, But 


e will give ourſelves continually to Prayer. But what 


ſhould they pray for in Behalf of their People ? 


Take the following Specimen. a as ar from the 


different Epiſtles, 


1. That they do not wilfully commit Sin. | 


2. That they may be continued in Fellowſhip.” A 


"2 Ia xiii. 7. 2 Phil. i. 4. 3 Col. i. 3, 9. ; 
4 2 Theſſ. i. 11. Ads vi. 4. 2 Cor. xiii. 7. 


7 Phil i. 5. 
3. That 


PPP 


114 
. That they may abound in Love. TING 


5 


Ke That they may reſt in the Hope of the Goſpel, y 


5. That they may be filled with the Knowledge of 
God's Will, in all | Wiklom: and ge Underftand- 


| ing. - 6.54 
6. That . may l worthy of their Wenden # 


7. That they may be ſtrengthened with all Might, 
veeoetifg to God's glorious Power. 


8. That they may have Patience, and hong Suf⸗ 


fig, as well as Joyfulneſs.* | 


Lafth, That God gina give hens a 8 of Pe 


his Love, and count them worthy of their high Call- 
ing, by fulfilling his good Pleaſure in them, and the 
Work of Faith with Power; ſo that the Name of 
our Lord Feſus Chri/t ar be Side in ben, * 
OF in Him,” 


To theſe . be added, their praying for Succeſs 
on their Labors among the People; for the Preſence 
of Chriſt in their Aſſemblies; and that their Diſcourſes 


might be ſuitably adapted to their different Circum- 


ſtances, But, 


Fit f. ge * Erst i. 18; Cl i. 9. * Col. i. 10. 
Cal. i. 11. 6 Col. i. Nr. i ie, 
| III. A 


. 
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III. A paſtor is to adminiſter the Odin 
among his People, as BAPTISM and the Lonp's 
, rs 


As 1 have before ſpoken on the Nature and De- 
ſign of theſe Ordinances, and proved them to be the 


ſtanding Seals of the New Covenant, I ſhall only 


add, that as theſe Ordinances were given to the 
Church for their ſpiritual Proviſion, with a ſpecial 
Deſign, under the divine Bleſſing, to nouriſh and 


comfort, as well as ſettle and eſtabliſh, the Lord's 


People, they ſhould not be neglected, but carefully | 


adminiſtered as 3 my offer. 


Some have iter into a Controverſy concern- 


ing the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper to a 
Church on the Death of its Paſtor: They have ſuppoſed 
that the Ordinance ſhould not be omitted, but the 


Paſtor of another Congregation be invited to admi- 
niſter it to ſuch a deſtitute Church. In Anſwer 
to which, I ſhall deliver my humble, and ingenuaus 
Opinion, and leave others to act according to the 
Light of their own Reaſon and Conſciences, 


A Church of Cbrih, contra fac. al | 


be allowed, on all Hands, to be an incorporated or 


organized Body; and that their very being ſo, is by 


VI irtue of cheir mutual Conſent and Knowled geofeach 
N ee 1 others 
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others States by Communication of Experience. Thus 

- . Incorporated they chooſe certain Officers from among 
_ themſelves, to conduct their religious and ſecular Af- 
fairs as a Church : Theſe Officers are themſelves not 
choſen without Prayer to God for Direction, in which 


they follow the Example of the Diſciples reſpecting = 

the Choice of Matthias; and theſe Officers cannot ſe 

act as ſuch, though Members of the ſame Commu- tl 

| nity, until thus ſet a-part. From this ſuperficial Re- tl 
= view of a Church's Conduct, (all of which will be © 
3 granted) how i incongruous is it to call in an Officer er 
of another Church, to whoſe Ordination, as an Of- 2 

ficer, they were not fo much as Witneſs, to whoſe _ L 
Experience they are utter Strangers, and who was | n 

never a Member of the ſame Community, when even is 

thoſe, ho are for the Adminiſtration of the Ordi- I 

| nance, inſiſt upon it, that both a Knowledge of Ex- | h 
| perience, and the ſole Appointment of Officers (un- = 


der God) is indiſpenſably e 6 for Sen e 
Church * to . 


1 If it be allowed, that Paſtors of other Churches 
5 may adminiſter the Ordigance of the Lord's Su- 
per to another Church, then their Call to the 11 


= paſtoral Office is immediately and totally ſubverted. — 
if To be Paſtor of a Church, is to receive a Power: - 
\ delegated by the People (vnder God) to ſuper-intend, is 
jd their ſpiritual Concerns ; and every different Office C 
| he * 5 is ä to that Character, therefore 0 
1 


28 P 


SL = 


| So 
As long as he continues to be a Paſtor, ſo long he 


„ 


poſſeſſes a Right to admĩniſter the Lord's Supper to 


the particular Church that has called him to that 
Office. The very Right of adminiſtering this 


Ordinance is inherent in the paſtoral Office. Ob- 
ſerve, even thoſe who oppoſe this Sentiment allow, 


that if a Miniſter who has been ordained, leaves 


that Church where he was ordained, that he then 
is no Paſtor (unleſs you make him Paſtor of a Non- 


entity :) Nor would many congregational Churches 


invite ſuch a Perſon to adminiſter to them the 


Lord's Supper, however plauſible his Reaſons 
might be for quitting his Charge : : Nor, what 


is again every where allowed, was he to receive an 


Invitation to the Charge of another Church, would 


he be admitted to adminiſter the Lord's Supper, (not- 
withſtanding his previous Ordination) until he was 


again ſet a- part to the paſtoral Office. From whence, 
upon their own Ground of Argument, and what 
they moſt freely allow, it is apparent, that they 
themſelves grant the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 


Supper, to be a Buſineſs inherent or neceſſarily ex- 


iſting in the paſtoxal Office. 2 


. If then this be the Caſe, and the paſtoral Office 
is the particular Inveſtment of each congregational 
Church, it is a fair, abſolute, and unayoidable Con- 
cluſion, that they cannot *admittiffer the Lord's Sup- 
per, (as it thus adheres to the paſtoral Office) 

7 | ; | but 
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TIT 
but where they are Paſtors. If the contrary be 
allowed, every Concluſion drawn from the Pre- 


miſes muſt be replete with the greateſt Abſurdities: 
As for Inſtance, if the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 


Supper be inſeparable from the Office of a Paſtor, | ÞN 
then it follows that wherever a Miniſter diſpenſes this 2 
Ordinance, he is at leaſt a temporary Paſtor. Now | NV 
a Paſtor of a Church, cannot be a Paſtor but ! in his - 2 
own Church, any more than a Maſter of a Family be t 

a Maſter but in his own Houſe. To conclude, Upon 

the whole, if the Lord's Supper is an Ordinance inſe- 
parable from the paſtoral Office, and the Paſtoral Of- t 
fice is limitted to one Church, then is it impoſſible, 2 
(to act orderly) for the Paſtor of one Church, to ad- Eo, 
miniſter the Lord's Supper to another; eſpecially as t 
that Office is delegated to him by the Church in Con- | 
| 


vention, an equal Delegation to which, he cannot, 
at t the ſame Time, receive from any other Chur Che | 
Some have again enquired, whether A deſtitute 


Church may not chooſe one of their own Members 
to adminiſter the Lord's Supper, = 


: BE BG, 


| Head, and as I could not have avoided expreſſing 


my Sentiments in a ſimilar Strain, though perhaps 
not with equal Perſpicuity, I ſhall take the Liberty 
of quoting his er upon the Subject. «If 


TY) 


the Church (fays my Author) may. delegate-or ſub- 
ſtitute others for the Diſcharge, of all Ordinances 
whatſoever, without Elders or Paſtors, then it may 
perfect the Saints, and compleat the Work of the 
Miniſtry without them, which is contrary to Ephe- 
fans iv. 11, 12.— And ſecondly, it would render the 
Miniſtry only convenient, and not abſolutely neceſ- 


- fary to'the Church, which 1 is en to the Inſti- 
8 of it. „„ „% Xo 


1 8 Church, in order, as organical, is 
the adequate Subject of all Ordinances, and not eſ- 
ſentially; becauſe as eſſential, it never doth nor can 

enjoy all Ordinances; namely, the Miniſtry in par- 
ticular whereby it is conſtituted organical. Yet on 
this Suppoſition, the Church as eſſentially conſidered, 
is the ſole Ne TORY of all Ordinances. 
p 5 
1 66 Though the Church be the 4 subject, it is 


not the only Object of Goſpel Odin, but that 
is various. For inſtance, 


5 


66" 7, 1s preaching of the Word; ; its firſt Object 


is the World for een > its next, e Nes for 
E di Nation. 


n vo PA > 


£4 $3 * 


— 


8 Baptiſm; Its wi Object ts . the | 
World nor the Members of a particular Church, but 
Profe Pers; with thoſe/that are reckoned to them, by 

God's — that 1 their Infant Seed. 
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„ The Supper; its Object is a particular Church | no 
Nu which is acknowledged; one ſpecial End of it, - 
and the Neceflity of Diſcipline thereon depending. 
ce Ordinances Ge the Church 15 the only te 
| Subject, cannot be adminiftered authoritatively, but N 
by Officers only. (1.) Becauſe none but Chriſt's © 
1 | Stewards have Authority i in and towards his Houſe as C 
ll! ſuch. (2.) Becauſe it is an Act of Office Authority 
It to repreſent Chriſt to the whole Church, and to feed 
= 1: the whole Flock thereby, "if 
| - bt 
1. There are no F ited of any ſuch Practice p 
; among the Churches of God, who walked i in Order, | 
ll pe Ys neither 1 in the MO; nor in Sag Antiquity. | | 
| 3 3 1 
1 But it is | Gbjetted by thoſe who allow this Prae- N 
| tice, That if the Church may appoint or ſend a Per-. fi 
= fon forth to preach, or appoint a Brother to preach f 
it unto themſelves, then they may appoint him to 60- 0 
— miniſter the Ordinance of the Supper. 
= / a Y 
10 Anſtwer. Here is a Miſtake in the Suppoſition. 0 
B That ĩs, the —.— of ĩt, eannot ſend out any Brother 0 
it authoritatively to preach : Two Things are required : 
8 thereunto; Collation of Gifts, and Communication t 
of Office; neither of which the Church, under that | 
Jiil +1 Conſideration, can do to one that is ſent forth. But. 0 
were God gives Gifts ml his . and a Call by 
l | be : Ts | his 
I 


) 


his Providemen; the Church only amv therewith, 
not in communicating Autharity: to the Perſon, but 
in praying for a ** apan his Work. 


„The 1 4 the Caſe, in o deſiring a PIR to 
teach among them; the Duty is moral in its own, 
Nature, the Gifts and Call are from God alone, the 


Occaſion of his Exerciſe is n nn = the 
Church. 


Et is further added, by the ſame Perſons, that 
if a Brother, or one who is a Diſciple only, may 

baptize, then he may alſo adminiſter the Lord's Sup- 

per, being deſired of the Church. 7 


« Anſwer. The Suppoſition is not granted nor 
proved, but there is yet a Difference between theſe 
Ordinances ; the Object of one being Profeſſors as 
ſuch at large; the Object of the other being Pro- 
feſſors as Members of a particular Church.“ 

| | 8 | 

I will conclude this Part of my Subject with 
the Words of the ſame learned Author, „ A 
Church not compleat in Order, (that is, deſtitute 
of a Paſtor) cannot be compleat in Adminiſtrations 
becauſe the Power of Adminiſtrations depends upon. 
the Power of Order proportionably. That is, the 
Power of the Church depends upon the Being of the 
Church. Hence the firſt Duty of a Church, with- 


out 


* 
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out Officers, is to obtain Wen Nn to Rule; 
and to endeavour to compleat Adminiſtrations Fi 
out an antecedent compleating of Order, is contrary 
unto the Mind of Chriſt, That thou ſbouldeſt ſet in 


Order the Things that are wanting, and ordain Elders i in 


every Church. 


e e Dein ie nd e 


controverted Subject, give me Leave to add, that 1 
mean not to enforce my Sentiment to the Prejudice 
of thoſe who differ from me, nor to retain my Opinion 


againſt ſtill more explicit Evidence. I hope I am 


open to Conviction, and as ready to retract, as aſſert. 
I do not mean to inſiſt upon it, as a Point eſſential to 
the * but to che Orden of a Church. 


Thus aineh ber the 3 od Work of Goſpel 
Miniſters in general. There are ſome particular 
Parts of their Work which it would be unneceſſary 
for me to expatiate upon; ſuch as reſolving the 
Doubts, and inſtrumentally removing the ſpiritual 


Dificulties of their Charges, The Lord God bathyiven 
me the Tongue of the learned, that I ſhould know how to 
| ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to him that is weary ;: This the 


Church have a Right toexpett ſince it is a Part of their 
Miniſter's ſacred Employ, For the Prięſt's Lips ſhould 


keep Knowledge, and they, (meaning the People) ſhould 


4 


feel 


12 


8 
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fel the Law are Mouth, But theſe I leave; and 1 

hope thoſe of more elevated Stations, and eminent 
Abilities, will not be offended at the Freedom of my 

Thoughts upon e e | 


This brings we to a Conſideration 100 the Character 
and Duty of Deacons, on which I muſt be brief, 
that I may not exceed my original Deſign of com- 
prizing the Church Member's DireFory in a ſmall Book; 
and eſpecially as their Character and Duties appeat 
on the very Surface of Scripture. 'In order, however, 

do ſatisfy ourſelves, let us revert to Paul's Epiſtle to 
Timothy, where we learned what reſpected the Cha- 
racter of a Paſtor, and which amply ſets ert that 
of a Deacon. And, 


1. A Deacon muft be grave. Not given to Levity, 
er in the leaſt of a frothy Diſpoſition; not ludicrous, 
or even idly jeſting in his Converſation ; ; or wanton 
and unbecoming 1 in his cammon e and De- 
portment. 


. 


1 Not duuble tongued. This ſeems to be a very 
neceſſary and peculiar Exhortation. For if a Dea 
of a Church be double tongued, he may Ply re 
preſent the Caſes of the poor . while he ap- 


\ | ; a Mat. ii. 7. 
M pear 
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apt wth rec vans. ¶ ͤ n RI — 


( 


ſructive of the Peace of the Warn. 


I. Nor NO to much Wes no more than their 
Paſtor : -It is the Abuſe of Li 


it, that makes the drinking thereof. criminal. | . 


1 Not greedy of filthy Pay Where this is ks 
Caſe, their own Intereſt is likely to be of more Con- 
ſequence to them, than the Advantage of che Com- 
munity ; 3 but a good Deacon, one who acts agreeable 


to the Nature and Solemnity of his Office, foregoes 


his own Emolument (as in an official Capacity) for 


the Peace, C Fort, and Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church. * | 


5. Heltding the Myſtery of the Paith in a pure Conſei- 
ence. | That is, preſerving the Truths and Precepts 


of the Goſpel, in a Conſcience void of Offence; 
not profeſſing to believe and practiſe the Duties of his 


moral, religious, or official Character, and at the 


ſame Time his Conſcience fecretly accuſes him of 


- habitually committing many wilful and moſt no- 
torious 8 N N of that F aith i profelſes to vols. 


6. The Huſband of ne W e. Each Deacon muſk. 


have no more than one Wife living at the ſame Time, 


ww ; 
_—_ nad This 


3 


pears to be their Friend: The Confequences accru- | 
ing from ſuch Conduct, may be very fatal, and 11 


nn „ bo 3c 
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Foie is the Canon, 28 1 obſerved, was given to Par 
; tors 5 60 avoid Polygainy., | 
| { 

* Such as rule their 1 4b. Kc. This re- 
ſpects in Senefal, their being Examples to the 
Flock. Men in any aiftinguiſking Office ought 
continually * to remember, that they are ks Lights Tet 
upon a Hill; therefore ſhould, by an upright and 
_ circumſpect Walk, I e and not 1 9932 
Characters. N 


* 


Laſtly, Men of T_T EE 1 of the 255 6 6 
and of Miſdom. This general Character ſeems to in- 
clude all that has been hinted before; or rather to il 
luſtrate it. Deacons of a Church ought not to be 
igriorant Perſons, but Men, that having received the 
Holy Ghoſt, know properly how to conduct Matters 
hs 00-8 and Honor of "Cheilt's Church. | | 


Aud let muſe as Me Apoſtle, alſo be ff e 
Then let thein "life the Office of a Dean being fund 
 Gilameleſs.” A Perſon ſhould not be choſen into the 
| Office of Deacon precipitately ; ſeeing it is an Office 
infſtitated under the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and a Charge is annexed to it, of great Moment 
and Conſequence. They ſhould be-proved; that is; 
thoroughly known; their Tempers and Diſpoſitions 


2 1 Tim. iii. 10. { 
* cor- 
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correſpondent with the Goſpel, which inculcates 
Love, Meekneſs, Sympathy, F orbearance, &c. 
Their moral Deportment ſhould ever be 2 fs; 
irppiepokabie, yea ornamental. 


Thus mich for their . ; let us now take 
2 View of. their Wokk; and herexT * not en- 


large: TY 


When the Greeks - 3 1 has Fe. 


inns becauſe their Widows were neglected in their 


daily Miniſtrations, the Apoſtles exhorted them to 
ſele& from among them proper Perſons: to ſerve. the 
Tables, while they devoted themſelyes to the more 
important Work of the Miniſtry. To ſerve Tables, 

Ggnifies every Work or Office af a ſecular Nature; 
in which the Apoſtles did not think proper to be 
immediately active. As the Work of their Miniſtry 
in divine Things was ſo intereſting to the People and 


ſo ſolemn and extenſive in its Latitude; they thought 
It moſt reaſonable for the People to appoint ſuch Per- 


ſons, to manage thoſe Concerns as could ſafely be 


entruſted. Conſequently they muſt be ſuch, whoſe 


Characters would ſtand the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, and in 
every Reſpect, anſwer what he ſays concerning them 


to his Len er RIS: ima before . 


N „„ 7 3. 


1. Dea- 
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1. Deacons are to take particular Care that their 
Paſtor be properly and decently provided for, as 


to Temporals. I am aware of the Objection that 
may ariſe in the Mind of a Reader, who perhaps 


recollects that the Apoſtles labored with their Hands 
for their Support; but we ſhould at the ſame 
Time recollect that they were inſpired Apoſtles, and 


had not that Occaſion to ſtudy ſo cloſely as ordinary 


Miniſters. It is evident that the Miniſters of the 


Oofpelaca to live by the Goſpel, or in other Words, 55 


are to be ſupported at the Expence of the people to 
whom they miniſter, in holy Things. Let him that it 


taught in the Word, communicate to bim that teacheth in 


all good Things, * - 


3 ſhould obs. Care af the ideas nd 


Poor. It was from a Jealouſy. of the Widows being 


neglected, t hat induced the Greeks to murmur 
againſt the Jews. The Apoſtles did not deny or 


confirm the Charge, but leſt there ſhould be any fu- 


ture juſt Foundation for ſuch 4 Complaint, they 
ſpake in Favor and Vindication of the Duty; and 
accordingly exhorted them to nominate Perſons 


for this Work and Buſineſs. Chtiſt's Poor have 


ever been conſidered as the peculiar Charge of the 
Church; and Contributions were accordingly made 
for them. Thus the Apoſtle ſpeaks ta the Church 


| « I Cor. 9. 


„ TW) 
ut Gans, Ou they would that we heul remember 
the: Poor. But what'enforces this Duty with irre- 
Rſtible Evidence, is the kind Notice our Lord takes 


of his poor Members, For the poor ye baue always 
with you,* The Collection for this Purpoſe, was 


uſually made, 


le to the Apoſtolic Injunction, 


on the firſt Day of the Week but whether every, 


rt Day of the Weel is not clear; however this 3s 
apparent, that it is the Duty of Churches mow to ga- 
cer Contributions ſo often as their particular Ne- 
Eeffities require. Thoſe who are in comfortable 
Circumſtances, are no more to be unreaſonably 
drained, than the Poor are to be © ammah — 
3 
1 They are to ſee that every Thing a the 
Lord's Supper be conducted with great Regard to 
the Solemnity of that Inſtitution; . CEE with 
_ VE er neceffary external Proviſion. | — 
. They are to keep, collect, and ſuitably di Poe 
uf the Charch's Contributions; and by the moſt 
kautious Examination, ſeareh into the Grounds, 
Right, and Neceſſity of * vifferen ANNE 
 _ the For, 


5 | Thhop'as are to 5 that no- Mews Apes upon 
ae Office, or claim Benefactions or Relief, while 
they are capable of ſupporting themſelves by their 


3 Gal. ii. iv. > Mate. x xxvi. 11. 
f Own 
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ore may no more extravagantly give aways, than 
ey may devote the Fund of . en a : 


Len Purpoſes. 
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" "They are to avoid Partietityi in the Diftribution 


thereof, and only communicate as the real Neceffities 
of the. Subjects require. | 


© Laſth, They are to take Care that the ie Building) ; 
and its Appurtenances be. kept in ſuitable Repair; 

and that proper inferior Servants be appointed forthe 
Place of their conftant Worſhip, and ſatisfy them 
for their Service. All theſe r e as they reſpect 
outbvard Things, moſt properly belong to the Office 
of a Deacon; and when we confider the Temptations: 
to which they are expoſed, and the Difficulties which 
muſt ariſe in the faithful and impartial Diſcharge- 
of the Duties of their Office, we may well ſay 
with the Apoſtle Paul, For they that have uſed! the: 
Office of a Deacon well, purchaſe. 15 themſelves a * 


Degree, and great 5 1 th in * F. aith which is 
Chriſt Jeſus.* 


23 much for the Ormcras of. Chris Church, 
and their WORK. 


2 


Let us now briefly coi) in Som the Right of 
chooſing thoſe Officers, «Paſtors and Deacons,” ”* is 3 


i 


1 1 Tim. i iii. 13. — As a 


veſten 


(895 


veſted, in whom the Right of admitting Members 
is repoſed, — the Method of their Admiffion, and the 


Ground of the - Church's Authority for Excommu- 


nication. As theſe Particulars are clearly revealed: 
I ſhall but juſt mention them, without much En- 


largement. 


I. It is clove from Scripture, that the Right and 
Power of chooſing Officers (under God) is ſolely 


veſted in the People, who form the different Societies 


where they are appointed. The Apoftle Paul, 
ſays an Author, © by comparing a particular con- 


gregational Church, ſuch as was at Rome" and Co- 
rinth,* unto the Body of a Man, ſufficiently inti- 


mates, that as the Body of a Man, being entire and 


ſound, hath complete Power within itſelf for all bo- 
dily Actions, and a Power over itſelf to purge out 
malignant Humors, when found therein, ſo a par- 


ticular Church being completely organized and in- 


fluenced by the Spirit of Chri/?, maketh Increaſe of 
the Body, unto the edifying of itſelf in Love, with- 


out the Influence of any Juriſdiction out of itſelf, 
as having ſufficient Power in itſelf to caſt out vicious 
and hurtful Members, without the Intervention of 
foreign Juriſdiction over them,” 5 


The firſt W we have recorded in Scripture 


of the Appointment of a Church Officer, is that of 


Kom. Xii. 1 Cor. 12. 


Mat- 


2 


3 TT Wk 
Matthias. There were one hundred and twenty of 
the Church preſent when , Peter addreſſed them on the 
Propriety of chooſing a Perſon to the Office of a 
Biſhop, in the. Room of Fudas, who had ſo baſely be- 
trayed his Lord; which Action the Apoſtle moſt beau⸗ 
tifully 8 on, and illuſtrates from Scripture, 
And they appointed two, Joſeph called Barſabas, who 
was ſurnamed Juſtus, and Matthias.“ That is, the 
Church fingled out two Perſons, whom they deemed, 
to. the beſt of their J udgment, ſuitable to, ſuch. an 
Office: And they gave forth their Lots, and the Lot fell Y 

upon Matthias, &c.* Here we ſee that Matthias's 


Separation to this Office, was, by the free GP 
and Choice of the People. 


* 


#5 g 3 
1 2 ». 


n U FT 
«3% N 8 
a » 

. £ $ & © 
* 


The yas mole Nes have of appointing Ot. | 
ficers in Obriſt's Church is that recorded in Aal. 
W berefore Brethren, look ye out among you, ſeven Men 
of honeft Report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and I; ſaom, 
| whom we may appoint over this Buſs neſs. The Apoſtle 
here enjoins his Brethren to look out from among 5 
themſelves proper Perſons: He would not infringe up- 
on the natural Right of every incorporated Society 
to appoint its own Officers. Can any be ſo 
good Judges either of the Character and Qualifi- 
eations of their Members, as they themſelves; > for 
you will obſerve they were to be choſen << « from among 


0 425 hag. * Fer. 2b. Aas vi. 3. 
| WE at  thim- 


(9) 
themſelves, and this open, diſintereſted Conduck, is 
faid to have pleaſed the whole Multifnde.* The Man- 
| ner in Which this was to be done, is pointed out (by 
Prayer) Aud they prayed and ſaid, Thou, Lord, who 


Þibusft the Hearts of all Men, Ibero whether 4 theſe 
no Men Thou boft hoſt. 


u. The Right f admitting Attics likewiſe 


appears clearly from Scripture, to be repoſed in 
the Church. They are to be Judges of the moral 
Meetneſs of Perſons for their Communion. No one 
Church has a Right to oblige another to admit a 
Perſon as a. Communicant. If a Perſon offers him 


ſelf, the Church, according to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, upon having ſufficient and atisfactory Evi- 
dence of his having received the Grace of God in 
Truth, are under an Obligation to receive him. 


Him that is weak in the Faith receive ye, but not to 


doubtful Diſputations.*' That is, He that gives you 
rational and ſcriptural Grounds, to conclude that. 
ne is in the Faith, or in other Words, that he is: 


intereſted in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Object of 
Faith, though he be weak, receive him, but not to 


doubtful Diſputations. Make all reaſonable Allow- 
ance for his partial Adherence, in ſome trivial Re- 
ſpects, to the Moſaic Inſtitution; confidet the Force 


of Education and Example, and forbear to enter 


* 


l , vi. 4. > Aal bs 24. Nom, Xiv. 1. 
9 | into 


into unprofitable Diſput | 
Drinks, xe. This ſeems to me to be the ſignificant 
Language of that Text. It is not ſaid, Him ther 


is weak in the Faith, let the Ar Oos TES or ether 


QFFICERS receive, but receive” * E, that is the 


Cnunckz thoſe who were called to be Saints, for 


to them Was the Rs nnn, addreſſed. 


III. The Method of their Admichen! 1 Chris 
Church is equally plain from Seripture; namely, 


upon a Member's giving ſome Account of the Lord's 


Dealings with his Soul. It is very natural to ſup- 
poſe it ſhoald be ſo, was there no. particular Ex- 
ample of this Mode in Scripture. In all Societies 
there are ſome Preliminaries and Articles ſettled, to 
which the Subjects propoſed for Admiſſion, are re- 
queſted to acknowledge their Aﬀent, previous to 
their being fully received 3 and ſurely it is reaſon- 
able, that a Number of Perſons profeſſedly joined 
together in ſacred Communion, ſhould be ſatisfied. 
whether their Brethren coincide with them in the 
moſt important Doctrines of the Goſpel, and what 
Experience they have had of divine Truths upon 


their Hearts, — and how Mall this be ſatisfaQorily. 


known, unleſs they make an Acknowledgment thereof 


to ſome of the Community. Untill this is the Caſe, 
PS appears, under the Sanction of Scripture, that ng 
Perſon can be properly admitted into a * 


0 burgh, 


Mi 5 Then 
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When even Part offered ta join himſelf to Chriſt's 
Diſciples, they would not admit him into their Fel- 
lowſhip, until! they had received a Teſtimony from 
Barnabas wha at God had wrought for him. On his 
Report they moſt cordially received him, —_ he 
un Seer Nen more e than _ * N 


1 11 Y 


Our Lord 8 all his aaa to . a 
public Declaration of his Name, and their Love to 
his Service. M hoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs Me before 
Men, him will I confeſs alſo before my Father who is in 
Heaven: Moſt Servants of the Crown, have a par- 
ticular Habit in which they appear, and by which is 
known in whoſe Service they are engaged. The 
Goſpel requires of none of its Believers, any ex- 
ternal Dreſs, to diſtinguiſh their Separation from 
the World, or the high Employ into which they 
| have entered; but it expects that a Confeſſion of 
the Hope it affords; an Acknowledgment of the 
Grace it conveys, and a Truft in its divine and glo- 
rious Declarations of Mercy, ſhould be publicly 
made, when Perſons profeſs to renounce the World 
as their Home, its Pleaſures as 1. Delight, or its 
F riendſhip as their n 5 


'Thus thoſe who were 8 to the Fa aith of the 
e cath and were formed into a Church e that 


7 405 ix 27. 5 1 6 xv. 10. 1 855 Ir d 
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Gelleved; came, and confeſſed, and fortbel thts * ö | 
And with reſpe& to the Hope of the Goſpel, b. 
ſerve the Eunuch, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt in the Son "| 
of God.: Upon which Declaration the Apoſtle bap- | 
tized We and on ſuch. correſpondent Declarations 
alone, ought. Churches to admit Members. So the 
Apoſtle in another Place If theu ſhalt confeſs with 
thy Mouth, the Lord Jeſus, and Halt believe in thy 
Heart, that God bath raiſed Him from the dead, thou 
Halt be ſaved.* Even when Peter was writing to the 
"ſcattered Jews, he charges them ever to be ready to 
give a ſolid and fatisfactory Account of the Hope 
they experienced. Be ready to give always to every 
Man that aſteth you, a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, 
'&c.+ And how much more reaſonable is it that Per- 
ſons ſhould publicly teſtify their Love to the Truth, 
and declare their Experichee of its divine Power and 
Influence, when they offer themſelves to the Com- 
munion of any Goſpel: Church. But He, who by 
his Spirit planted all Churches, gives us Proof And 
an Example from his own Lips, that He expects ſuch 
Confeſſion. But whom: ſay ye that Tam? Upon which 
the zealous and warm-hearted Peter anſwered for all 
his Brethren, Thou art Chriſt ibe Son the Living 
Ged. I cannot avoid noticing that remarkable In- 
er we have recorded i in As; it is br 7 * that 


» 4as xix. 18; Ad viii. 37. Nes. X, 19. *_ 
171 Pet. iü. 15. 5 Matt. xvi. 15, _- 


gladly 
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gladly receiued the Ward, were baptized... B y which 
Act, and in which Ordinance, they made a public 
Declaration of their Faith and Hope; upon which 


| Declaration it is ſaid, And the ſame Day there were 


added to the Cu VR CR,! as appears from the follow- 
ing Verſe, Aud they continued ftedfaſily, &c. I might 
add, as an Illuſtration of the Propriety of Perſons 
making a public Declaration of their Hope, the ſe- 


veral Inſtances recorded i in the Old as well, as in che i 
New Teſtament. Such as Abraham's building an 


Altar, Jacob's Erection of a Pillar,“ and David's 


Invitation, | Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and 1 


will, declare what He has done for my Saul. All which 
were public Acknowledgments of what God had 
wrought for them; and how requiſite is it, for ſueh 
2 Publication of the Lord's Goodneſs to be made to 
the ks when we are propoled for Admiſion. 


1 thall odds this Head, with 33 That the 
Objection which many have to Perſons delivering in 
& written Account of their Experience, is rather 


triſling z the principal Part of their Object ion ariſes 
from the Iapoſition a Church may ſuffer by a falſe 
Account. But ſurely there is ſcarcely any Inſtitu- 


ee or e but what may be more 


z WT nu, 3 ©, Ms 42. 23 p hs Kii. 8. 
* Gon, il. 18, £40 Adel. Ixvi. 16. 1 1 
or ie 5 or 
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or {cſs abuſed; and ſhould we always] reject good 
Plans, becauſe of their being liable to Perverſion; 
we might renounce almoſt. every newly | propoſed 
Scheme in a civil and political, as well as religious 
Syſtem. Our Objecors add, It is not at all ne- 
ceſſary that ſuch written Accounts be delivered 
in, provided the Perſons are converſed with by 
« two of the Members.” While they advance this, 
how exceedingly vague and inſufficient does it make 
their firſt Argument, That a Church may be im- 
poſed upon by written Accounts.” Pray may not 
wo Members of a Church be impoſed upon ſooner 
| than a whole Church; among whom it is exceed 
ingly probable, there may be ſome Perſons better 
able to convit them in concealing their Senti- 
ments, or in difguiſing their ſiniſter Profeſion. 
However this may be, we have conſiderably the Ad- 
vantage who are for written Accounts, fince beſides 
thoſe Accounts, the Perſon is converſed with N FTI 
ul the Members,” as well as the 3 115 


Another Objeftion 3 ſome raiſe; 1 „bat 

* many have not Courage to deliver in a written 
Account.“ But what amazing Còurage doth 
it require? I think not ſo much as to converſe 
perſonally with two or three Members, who may put 
ſuch Queſtions (though plain ones) as may rather 
Embarraſs the Fenn; at leaſt more fo than by pen- 
ning 


v 


: 1 


ning his 83 A Perkin! is not expected eri- 

tically to enter into the niceſt Diſtinctions in Theo- 
logy, but to give a plain and ſcriptural: Account of 
what he believes to be the Way of Salvation, and 
the Ground of his Hope towards God. Here I would 
juſt notice the ungenerous Aſſertion of thoſe, who 
fay, ( That we expect them to inform us the Day 
« and the Hour in which, and the Hſtrument where- 
* by they were converted.“ Tho eat and there · 
fore Kanes no Aer. 


Er Were we 40 the Advantages (ſuppoſing 
there were ſome ſmall. Diſadvantages). of making a 
public Declaration of our Hope, previous to our Ad- 
miſſion into a Church, we ſhould moſt certainly be 
ſtronger Advocates for it; ſuch as the ſtrengthening 
thoſe who are weak in the Faith, by obſerving the 
Method God has taken with others for their Eſtabliſh- 
ment; the comſorting thoſe who are under any ſpi- 
ritual Diſtreſs, by pointing out their Deliverance; 
the confirming the Hope of the Believer, by attend- 
ing to the wiſe, .gracious, and marvellous Diſpen- 
- fations of Providence towards others, &c. But theſe 
J leave, and proceed to conſider, 


. Av. What is the Ground of a Church's Authority 
for EXCOMMUNICATION, This is a Power which 
— — We, and is very rational, If a Man 

1 enters 


CW 
enters into Connection with any certain Body of 
Perſons, counteracts their Deſigns by Fraud or 
Cunning, or if he openly violates their Order, and 

cannot be refomed, ſurely he ſhould be expelled: 
And how much more reaſonable is it, If a Per- 
ſon act in direct Oppoſition to the Laws of a 
Goſpel Church (which are the Laws of Chriſt} 
and walk not as becomes a Member of Chri/?s 
myſtical Body, and (after the Plan laid down by 
our Lord is purſued) he cannot be reclaimed, that 
he ſhould be excommunicated. Paul, in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, gives them to underſtand, 
that it was their. Duty to cut off from their Com- 
munion, all ſuch as brought a Diſgrace upon the 
Name and Ways of Chrift. Having declared this, 
he proceeds in his next Epiſtle, to give them Di- 
rections concerning the Reſtoration of ſuch an ex- 
communicated Perſon; and informs them, that their 
cutting him off from their Communion, was a ſuffici- 
ent, and the only Ex communication they had a 
Right to perform. The Church has no Power or di- 
vine Warrant to inflict corporal Puniſhments upon 
ſuch offending Membeis: Nor has the civil Ma- 
Ziſtrate any Authority from Scripture to interfere in 
itual Diſcipline, Chri/s Church is not to ana- 
| atide offending Members, nor interdi& their 
Habitations, but ſhould rather aim to reſtore them 
by Advice and Example. Before any Perſon, can 


32 1 Cor. v. 


0 55 


- (98 ) | 
be juſtly excommunicated, ſeveral Steps are to be 


taken: Theſe our Lord deſcribes at large in the E- 7 
vangeliſt Matthew:" He informs us, that it is our 1 
Duty, firſt to go and privately converſe, with the E 
offending Perſon, and not make a public Declaration _ 
of his Crime : If he regards not the Converſe, In- 1 
ſtruction or Reproof of one Member, then that C 
Member is to take with him another Perſon or 8 
two, and try if together, they cannot (by God's 10 
Aſſiſtance) imprefs upon his Mind a ſuitable Senſe 1 
of his evil Conduct. — If they find their Attempts Fi 
ineffectual, (and not *till then) He orders them to * 
tell it unto the Church; adding, But if be neglect 1 
to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen A 
Man and 4 Publican. Here the Duty, as well as 8 
Nature of Excommunicntidm, is clearly pointed out, 
ih and in whom alone it is veſted, in Subordinatior 
I to the Lord Teſus Chri/l, the great Head of the 5 
li Church : — Hence the Ground of a Church's Au- | 
i thority for Excommunication, evidently appears 0 7 
þ be Scripture Injunctions and Exams, - 
5 | Enquiries have been 3 How long Perſons : 
if ſhould remain under Excommunication after Signs 1 
1 of Repentance? Whether Ex communication may, | 
il | and ought to be omitted in Order to prevent Frouble . 
W or * fatal Conſequences, that _ accrue to the ] 
1 | 5 Mate. Do 1 Fer. 17. | x 
| | Chu reh 
il / 
il | 
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f 
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Church thereby ? Whether, if a Perſon. <a 


rily w/thdraws himſelf, there is need of any Excom- 
munication ? Whether, in Caſe of any particular 


Enormity or atrocious Crime, a Perſon may be ex- 


communicated without any previous Admonition ? 


Whether \ uch as voluntarily, and without any juſt 95 


Cauſe, withdraw themſelves, ought to be excommu- 
nicated? Whether a Perſon may be excommunicated 
for Errors in Faith or falſe Opinion, &c.? All 


theſe Points muſt be determined according to Cir- 
cumſtances and the Nature of Things, Our Reaſon © 


muſt be exerciſed in Conjunction with the poſitive 
Inſtructions of Scripture. Keeping the laſt con- 
ſtantly in View, we ſhall not be likely to fail in / our 
Search after Truth, or in Practice. | 


Thus in a plain and Kwailic Manner, inet 


briefly gone through. the different Branches of my 


propoſed Plan, I freely acknowledge, that on each 


of the variogs Particulars 1 have mentioned, much 
more might have been added, without Tautology; 
at the ſame Time, I preſume. I' may venture to 
hope, the general Methad purſued will he more 
acceptable to thofe Perſons, for whom I principally 
intended the Publication. 
whole, aimed at the greateſt Brevity and Plainneſs; 
believing them to be the moſt probable Means under 
the Divine Bleſſing, of fixing a ſuitable Impreſſion 

"7 TM | of 
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of the Subject on the Underſtanding of the ſerious 
Reader; — and I {truſt there will be ſome Weight 


found in the Arguments uſed, ſome Appoſiteneſs in 
the Scriptures quoted, and ſome Propriety in the 
Authorities adduced, —— May He, who alone can 
render effectual every human Attempt to convey 
Inſtruction, command his gracious Bleſſing; —and 


to his Name be all the n 
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DIRECTORY, Ke. 


AVING in the firſt Part of this Publica- 
tion, endeavored to ſhew the Order and Diſ- 
cipline of a Goſpel Church, and the only 

proper and ſuitable Materials for this Hely Super- 

ſtructure, I ſhall now-aim at reducing thoſe Parti- 
culars to Practice and Experience. It is but of 
little Importance to hear the Truth, if "diſregard | 
it; — of awful Conſequence, to know the Truth, 

| ad not to live it. | 


It is a ſolemn Thing to make a public Pro- 
feſſion of the Name of Chriſt— though HB by no 
Means would intimate, that the Tie upon any 
Number of Chriſtians, as ſuch, to wall Tircum- 


ſhed, not as Fools, but as wiſe," is greater than 


7 Eple v. 18. 
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on others ; conſidered as purchaſed by the ſame 
Blood, renewed by the ſame Grace, and ſanctified 


by the fame Spirit: Let ſurely, all who enter 
into a Church. Connection ought to be particularly 
cautious in their Steps, deliberate in their Proceed- 


ings, and invariably conſcientious in the whole f 
their Tranſactions, whether ſpiritual or temporal, 


as the Eyes of the World are ever upon them, — 
And more eſpecially, when they confider the Nature 
and Importance of the Engagement into which they 
have entered; that before the whole World, in the 


Face of many Chriſtians, in the Sight of Angels, 


and in the immediate Preſence of God, they have 
profeſſedly avowed their Determination, (in the 


Strength of Chriſt) to be no longer the Servants of 
Sin; that they are fully convinced of its awful Con- 
ſequences, and its Oppoſition to the Purity of the 
Divine Nature ;— of theftrong and natural Propenſity 


there is in their Hearts to run counter to the Will of 


God; the abſolute Neceſſity of that bſeſſed Change 


they profeſs to have happily experienced, in order 
to a real Participation of the Divine Favar ;— that 
they are reſolved, by 'Help obtained of God, to avoid 


every unjuſt Procedure in Life, every unlawful Aim 


an the Proſecution of common Buſineſs, and in the 


Diſcharge of every moral and incumbem Duty ;.— 


and that they wiſh to ſacrifice every former falſe 
Dependence, in Point of Acceptance with God, By 
ſuch a 4 hey appear f to take up Arms againſt 
every 


— — corona 


(103 ) 2 


every Thing that ts Meompatible with the Glory " Bp 
their Saviour, or that may, in any Degree, d 
their nn in the Chriſtian Life. 


This is moſt certainly the 18 of every Per 
fon's Conduct, in making a public Declaration of 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chris; but are theſe 
ferious Reſolves (if genuine) the Effect of their 
own natural Wills, unrenewed ? or, by their own 
Power can they be maintained? By no Means. 
The adorable Spirit, , by his Almighty Influence, 
muſt have wrought ſuch holy Deſires in their Souls, 
and by his all-ſufficient operative Grace alone, can 
they be enabled to make and keep thoſe divine Reſo- 

lutions, which will ever be productive of the faireſt 
Fruits, to the Honor of God, to the Eftabliſh- 
ment of the Minds of others, and to the more ſub- 


lime Satisfaction 0 of their own precious and immortal 
Souls. 


If ſuch is thy Caſe, Chriſtian Reader, how great 
thy Obligations to the Almighty Three! Did God 
the Father purpoſe, in the Ages of Eternity, to ſave 
thee from the Ruin and Miſery to which thou waſtk 
expoſed ? Did He give thee in Covenant to Feſus to 
redeem ? Did God the Son, in Conſequence. of a 
divine Purpoſe of Grace, undertake thy ruined Cauſe, 
engage to become thy Surety, and effectually ſave 
thee from the Death thou hadſt merited, by being, 


in 


mY inn 


in tte Foln:fs of Time, made Sin for you, as knew 
us Sin, that you might be made the Righteouſneſs of God | 
in Him? Did the Omnipotent Spirit aſſume the "MN 
Province to regenerate thy euilty Soul, to re- 
new every Power of thy Mind, to fanctify thee 


throughout, in Soul and Body ? Did They thus en- 9 
gage to fulfil their gracious ceconomical Parts, until 7 
you were brought Home to the Kingdom above, and n 
to the full Poſſeſſion of that Bleſſedneſs reſerved for 
all thoſe who are redeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, pe 
as of a Lamb without Spot or Blemiſh ? What Gra- | i; 
titude then is due to the Friune Jehovah, who has | 
thus wonderfully planned, and no leſs glorioully e: ex- 
ecuted the great Scheme _ Salvation | 8 
When we W the Character of a Member of 1 
C'briſi's viſible Church, in the important Point of ; Ly 
View which theſe Reflections ſuggeſt, — it appears 1 
truly ſolemn and ſtriking, however lightly it may be . 
entered on by ſome, ox eſteemed by others; and all 8 
_ who ſuſtain ſuch a Relation, are under the moſt ml 
binding Obligations to walk conſcientiouſly, both 
before the World and the Church of God. A few 
of which peculiar O... I thall here briefly . 
conſider, as, 1 
tu 
I. The eie all Church Members are under tc 
to aft cir cumſpettly in their TEMPORAL BUSINESS; and | e 
* 1 n | * 


II . Their 


(es ) 


ot; Their Obligations ts attend to all Spiritual } Du- 


| ties; and obſerve all Divine Inſtitutions. 


In enlarging on theſe two Heads; 1 ſhall aim at 


the greateſt Perſpicuity and Faithfulneſs ; and it is 


my earheſt Wiſh, that the Reader would conſider | 


himſelf as the immediate Subject of this Addreſs; 


| 4 Let us conſider the Obligations all Menibers of 
Chriſt's viſible Church are under, to at cr ONTO 
in their TEMPORAL BUSINESS. 


Previous to this, I would juſt obſerve, that thoſe 
| who make a public Profeſſion of the Name of Chriſt, 
ſhould conſtantiy attend to the Command they have 
received, not to fet their Aﬀections immoderately on 
the Things of the preſent uncertain Life. — And they 
that buy, be as though they poſſeſſed not." It may be ne- 
ceſſary, perhaps, for me to explain hat I mean by 
an immoderate Affection. 


1. We too highly value temporal Things, when 


we ſuffer them to have ſo large a Share of our 
Thoughts, as to draw off our Attention from ſpiri- 
tual Objects, and prevent our ſerious Endeavors 
to attain to greater Knowledge of, . and Experi- 
| ence in divine Truths; like thoſe mentioned in 

Scripture, who Made Light of it, and went their 


by # 1 Cor. vil. 30. 


* 


A ” Mays 


( x06 ) 
Ways, one to his Farm, another to his Merchandize,* 
How diſloyal were theſe Subjects to the Prince, 
vho had ſo freely invited them to his Banquet; and 
bow exceedingly undutiful were they, to make ſuch 
trifling and evaſive Excuſes, to be exempted from 
| attending to the free and gracious Invitations they 
had received ! and, for no other Reaſon, but to 


indulge themſelves with uncertain, 2 585 En- 
joyments. Ha 
The young Man in the Goſpel is a very ſtriking 
Inſtance of the, dreadful Sin of neglecting the 
Bleſſings Chriſt has to beſtow, for the periſhing Ac- 
quiſitions of this preſent evil Life. He profeſſed to 
have kept inviolable all thoſe ſacred Commands, 
our Lord had propounded to him in the Form of 
Queſtions, Seeing his Self-conhdence, the adorable 
Redeemer determined to cut deep at his falſe Hope, 
and level with the Duft his viſionary Props, by 
faying, thou wilt be perfect, go and ſell that thou 
haſt, and give to the Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſure. 
in Heaven; and come and follow Me. But when the 
young Man heard that Saying, be went away exceeding 2 
forrawful, fer he had great Poſſiſſions.* 


2. Your Delight, Chriſtian, in temporal! Mercies, 
is iImmoderate, and inconſiſtent, when what you poſ- 


Malt. xxii. 85. Matt. xix. 21, 22. 


ſeſs 


( 207 ) 
Yels, leads you either to Security or Senſuality. 
And I will ſay to my Soul, Soul, thou haſt much Goods 


laid up for oy; Tears; take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, 


and be merry. Here both Security and Senſu- 
ality were evident. No State can be more dreadful 


than this—to place an inordinate Dependence on 


that which God can deprive me of in a Moment; 
or to feaſt luxuriouſly in my Thoughts, on Plea- 
ſures which are but of a very tranſient Nature, and, 
of a ſudden, to be alarmed, with a Clap more awful 
than of Thunder, This Night * Soul ſhall be 11. 
quired of 4 thee.* 


\ 
\ 


* 


1 theſe Things are to be carefully con- 


ſidered; and the Examples I have produced of the 
Sinfulneſs of placing an immoderate Affection on 
earthly Comforts, ought to ſtimulate you to a cloſe 
Attention to the Word of God, and induce yon 
to fix your ſole Dependence upon his Grace and 
Power. Your Obligations to attend to theſe Things, 
are binding upon you, as long as you continue to 
name the Name of Chri/t, and profeſs to depart 


from all Iniquity, — and is -it not natural to ſup- 
poſe it ſhould be ſo? Have you declared, by your 
Admiſſion into the Church of Grit, that the 
World, or its Pleaſures and Emoluments. are not 
the Objects of your ſupreme Loye; but that you 


Tue xii. 19. Vier. 0. | 
3 wait 


( 18 ) 


wait in 8 Expectations of more e wt | 


unfading Glories? Would you wiſh to have both 
a larger Portion of this World's Good, and an Inte- 


reſt in Feſus ? Do you imagine you can —. the 
th 


World without a Snare ? or even paſs through it 
without an Attack from your ſpiritual Enemies, 


and entirely free from Temptation? If you thus 


think, you are woefully miſtaken, and are not yet 
ſufficiently inſtructed in Chriſt's School. There is 


no Communion between Light and Darkneſs, with 


God and Belial.* A real Chriſtian, however repug- 
nant it may be to the Pride of human Nature, can- 
not purſue the World with Greedineſs ; or, as if it 
was his only Hope. He wiſely uſes all lawful Means, 
to provide Things heneft in the Sight of all Men,* and 
to have to give to him that needeth'; and then leaves 
the Eveat with Him, who kindly PTS all the 
Affairs of his own op: 


. 


ing ſhewn what I mean by an immoderate Af- 


fection for woridly Things, I proceed to a Conſidera- 


ation of the Duty of Church-members to act with 
Uprightneſs in the Proſecution of their TEMPOR aL 
BusIiNEss, This may be conſidered in two Senſes, 
Whether i in Werne or in SELLING, 


1. In BUYING ANY CoMmMoDITIES. 


1. When you are going to deal for Goods, do not 


undervalue them againſt the Evidence of your own . 


2 Cor, vi. 14, 15, 16. Rom. xii. 17. Epb: iv. 28. 
IP | oY 
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Conſcience, It is ; naught, it is-naught, faith the Buyer, 
but when he is gone his Way, then he boafteth.*" That 


is, he triumphs over, either the Unſkilfulneſs or 
Weakneſs of the Seller; and though, before his Face, 
he condemns the Commodity, yet on gaining his End, 

by taking undue Advantage, he glories, Is this like 
thoſe who profeſs a Love to all Mankind, and who 
are to be as Enſamples to the gazing World, of 
Integrity, and juſt Dealing? ſhocking to reflect 
upon] Avoid ſuch a Tranſaction, Believer, if you 
would wiſh to be approved of, and to be conformable 
to the Will and Practice of your Divine Maſter, 


: 2. Do not ſay poſitively, you will not advance 
3 any Thing more for the Articles you are treating for, 
and then falſify your Word, and thereby give the Lie 
to your Conduct; unleſs you have been miſtaken in the 


Quality of the Goods. This may appear a ſmall Punc- 
tilio in the Eyes of ſome, but it is a notorious Sin, and 


highly diſhonorable to a Chriſtian Profeſſion. 


3- Do not offer leſs for a Commodity than its in- 
trinſic Worth, if you know it, or aim to take Ad- 
vantage of thoſe who are in Diſtreſs, by purchaſing 
it under the real Value. 7 will give thee, ſays Abra- 


bam, the Worth of it in Money, when he was buying 


the Cave of Machpelah, of Ephron. Likewiſe David 


Prov. xx. 14. * Gen, xxiii. 9. 
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offered to Ornan, the Febuſita, the rea] Value of bis | 


threſhing-floor, Give me the Floor, and I will give thee 
the full Value of it. The Prophet Amos ſpeaks fully 
to this Point, and, in ſtriking Accents, expreſſes 
the wicked Language of thoſe, who in his Days, as 
well as ours, delighted in taking an undue Ad- 
vantage of thoſe who. were in low and needy Cir- 
cumſtances, by ſaying, Me may buy the Poor for Silver, 
and te needy for a Pair of Shoes ; yea, and ale the Re- 
. of the Mheat. 


LT Do. not cabele your F078" their jut _ 
when they call upon you for their legal Demands, 


| while you have it in your Power to diſcharge your. 


Contract, With-hold not Good from them to wham it is 


Aue, when it is in the Power of thine Hand to do it. Say 


not unto thy Neighbour, Go, and come again, and To- 


morroto I will give, when thou haſt it by thee, Eliſba | 


was ſo remarkably conſcientious in this Refpect, that, 
when he had miraculouſly made the Widow's Oil to 
encreaſe, he ſtrictly enjoined her firſt to pay off all 
her Debts, and then informed her, that ſhe and ber 
Children might e live N the Nr 
mainder.“ | 


5. Do a ſeize, as a favorable Opportunity ta 


wrong the Perſon whoſe Goods you are purchaſing, 


* 1 Chron. i. 22. Amos viii. 6. * Prov. iii. 27, 
28. * 2 Kings iv. 7. - | 1 


his 
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his Overſight in giving you more than your Due. | 


When Foſzph's: Father had found his Son's: Maney 
in their Sacks; he ordered them to go inſtantly back, 
Peradventure, ſays he, it was an Overſight." This 


is truly becoming the Chriſtian Character, and diſs | 


covers that Tenderneſs of Conſcience, which-ought 
ever to grace the Dealings of thoſe who profeſs them- 


| ſelves to be Members of Chriſt's vifible Church: | 
but, awful as it may be, it is an indubitable Fact, 


that many, who publicly profeſs a Love to Holi- 
neſs, in tranſacting their temporal Concerns, con- 
ſider more their warldly Intereſt, than the Honor 
of Religion, or the Glory of God. 


6. Do not monopolize any valuable Commodity, 


ſo as to prejudice others, in order to aggrandize your- 


ſelf : Poſſibly many may be ſo materially hurt by 
fuch Injuftice, as to be rendered incapable of 


bringing up their Families with any Degree of 
Comfort. Thoſe who engroſſed Corn, in Days of 


old, we find were ſeverely threatened, He that with- 


 holdeth Corn, the People fhall curſe him, but Bleſſing 
ſhall be upon the Head of him that ſelleih it. But I 


now proceed to conſider the Obligations Church- 
Members are under, to maintain, a Walk worthy 
of that holy Vocation, with which they profeſs to 
be called, 7 Z | 


T Gen, Xlill. 12. 2 Prov. Xi. 26. 


II. In: 
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II. In sELLING any COMMODITIES. 


FS 


. Take not any unlawful Advantages, by impo- 


ſing upon either the Credulity or Ignorance of the 
Purchaſer, Let no Man go beyond, and defraud his 


Brother in any Matter; becauſe that the Lord is the 


Avenger of all ſuch, as we have alſo forewarned you and 
teflified." What a Diſgrace muſt ſuch an Act bring 
on the ſolemn Declarations you have made of your 
Love to Chrit and Holineſs. To aver that you de- 
teſt Sin, and dread its awful Conſequences, and 
yet, when your worldly Intereſt is likely to be pro- 
moted, can, (it may be) without the leaſt Remotle 
of Conſcience, deceive your Cuſtomer, and be 
guilty of an abſolute Fraud. 


2. Do not make uſe of falſe Weights and Meaſures; 


Divers Weights are an ſbomination to the Lord, and a 


falſe Balance is net good. How can it be otherways 
than an Abomination in his Sight, who has given 
ſuch a Diſplay of his Juſtice, in the Salvation of a 


loſt World by the Death of his own Son ; and who | 


has, in his ſacred Goſpel, commanded his People, to 
avoid every Species of Oppreſſion and Deceit. Amos 
refers to this iniquitous Practice, when he. accuſes 


the People of making the Ephah ſmall, and the Shekel 


great, and falſifying the Balances, by Deceit.“ 


F þ Toe, iv. 6. * Prov. xx. 23. Amos viii. 5 


3. Do 


| 
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3. Do not praiſe your Goods above their real Va- 
lue; or attempt to ſecret any Blemiſhes they may have 
received. To declare your Commodity is of an ex- 
cellent Quality, when it is not, and thereby miſlead. 
the Judgment of the Buyer, who, it may be, places 
a Dependence upon your ſuppoſed Veracity, and fair 
Dealing, is a notorious Sin. To hide the Faults 
of the Anticles you are ſelling, may alſo be of 
much worſe Conſequence than you imagine. Avoid, 
Reader, thus ſhamefully acting, as you would wiſh 
to eſcape the Pollutions and Puniſliment of the < un- 
1 1 


4 Do not uſe any unfair Means to obtain greater 
Profits in your Trade; ſuch as Adulteration, or 
mixing any Article of a leſs Value with a greater, in 
order that you may the better diſpoſe of it, and at 

the ſame Time ſell it for genuine and pure. It may 
be objected by ſome, perhaps, who have more af the 
Form, than the Power of Godlineſs, that the Pur- 
chaſer ought to make uſe of his Judgment; and as 
he may ſee or taſte what he purchaſes, there can be 
no Sin in ſuch Acts. I anfwer, whether the Perſon 
has proper Judgment or Skill, is not the Chriſtian 

Seller's Buſineſs to conſider. His Dealing ſhould 
be the ſame with an Infant as with a Man; equally 
honeſt and conſcientious : Therefore, when you deal, 
rather conſider the intrinſic or reaſonable Worth of 
the Goods you are e ſelling, «qd inform the Buyer, if 


Q there 
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there is any Adulteration, that he be not WE RP | 


for Want of Diſcernment. However oppoſite ſuch 
Conduct may be to the Minds of many, yet it is 


this Deportment in Trade, that alone can bear the 


Sanction of Scripture. {/aiah reproves the People 


with an Alluſion to this unfair Dealing, Thy Silver | 


i become Droſs, thy Wine mixed with Mater. To 


reduce an Article in which you deal from its primi- 


tive Goodneſs, in order to make more Gain thereby, 


is even, in a moral Point of View, an ungrateful Act. 


The ſame may be equally and juſtly ſaid of falſe Coin, 

knowing it to be ſo. To gain by my Cuſtomer, and 

then defraud him for his Favours, by wilfully paſſing 

upon him bad Money, or adulterated Goods, is 

truly a baſe. Act, and ought to be conſtantly refrained 

from, as totally oppoſite to the Relation you ſtand in 
as a Member of a Chriſtian Church. | 


* * OY . 


5. Do not combine with any Set of avaricious 


Men, to enhance the Price of any Article, when 


there is no apparent Reaſon or Neceſſity for ſo doing, 
but only to anſwer their mercenary Ends: All who 
thus act, I would have remember, that what they 
now poſſeſs, is but, at longeſt, of a ſhort Du- 
ration; and may, by ſome folemn Providence, be 
much ſhorter than they promiſe themſelves, — and 


then, what awful Reflections muſt their Minds be 


| filled 
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6. Do not be ſo anxioully concerned abou: tem- 
poral Things, as to trade on the Lotd's Day. There 
were thoſe the Prophet informs us, that continually 
cried, When will the new Moon be gone, that we may 
fell Corn; and the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth Wheat," 
If you think the Services of the Sabbath a weariſome 
Employ, and are wiſhing for the Return of the 
common Days of the Week, that you may reſume 
your 'worldly Concerns, you had better renounce 
your Profeſſion, and at once declare to the ſurround- 


ing World, that you are determined to purſue its 


Gains, with all poſſible Avidity: Far be it from the 
Chriitian Profeſſor hypoctitically to go to the Houſe 
of the Lord, and there ſit as his People ſit; and thus 


deceive Mankind, and without Repentance, eventually 


loſe his own Soul, for the baſe End of obtaining more 
worldly Riches. Oh! Sirs, Riches are an enſnaring 
Thing; and he who poſſeſſes them, ought earneſtly to 
pray to the Lord, to ſtrengthen his Mind by divine 
Grace, that they may not have too o great an N 
over him. | | 


Render: what think you of theſe Things? FA 
they not Matters that ought to be ſeriouſly conſider- 


Amoi viii. 5. 
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ed? For Chriſt's Sake; for your own Soul's Sake: 
here make a Pauſe, and aſk yourſelf ſuch Queſtions 
as naturally ariſe from the variqus Parts of the preſent 
Subject. Self- Examination indeed is not a pleaſing 
Work to Nature; and Men had rather make a thou- 
ſand trifling Excuſes, than, with Seriouſneſs and Im- 
partiality, ſearch into the genuine Workings of 
their Minds, or ſee how nearly they have acted 
agreeable to the Goſpel of Chriſt, in their ſocial 
Connexions and temporal Buſineſs. However true 
this may be of thy Caſe, for once let me beſeech 
you, in the Name of my adorable Saviour, in whoſe 
Preſence youare now reading, to retire to his Throne, 
and pray for divine Inſtruction. Beg of Him. to 
open to you the Door of your Heart, that you may 
ſee all the Works of Imagery, with which it is 
crowded ; your horrid and blaſphemous Thoughts; 
your evil and unjuſt Surmiſes; your ſwarming Cor- 
ruptions; your Pride, Envy, Malice, Strife, Hy- 
pocriſy, and what is the curſed: Fountain from which 
all theſe ſpring, Unbelief. Thou wilt then ſay, 
upon ſuch a Diſcovery, ** Oh ! my Soul, how haſt 
thou been deceiving. thyſelf, with empty Notious 
of thine Uprightneſs and Integrity! ? How haſt thay 
been walking in a vain Shew, and before the World 
appeared as a very excellent Chriſtian, and yet what 
a Sink of Iniquity is within? How very unbecoming 
thy Chriſtian Name, and inconſiſtent with thy Cha- 
racter, haſt thou frequently acted? Good Lord! 


have 
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have Mercy on my guilty Soul, and blot out, from 
thy Remembrance, mine innumerable and aggravated 
Franſgreſſions! Let them never riſe up in Judg- 
ment to condemn me, but caſt thou them as a Stone 


into the Depths of the Sea.” Theſe will be the 


Breathings of thy Spirit, the more you ſee the evik 
Propenſity of your Nature, notwithſtanding + your 


Deſire to be the Lord's. Temptations will inceſſant- 
ly encompaſs you, and, unleſs you are preſerved by 


Lg 


rich Grace, will too often een , 
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Some may think, that 1 Bess . s 


Particulars too ſhocking to be found in the Conduct 


of Church-Members, and hardly probable. I ac- 
knowledge it; but at the ſame Time, I muſt, as, 
faithfully declare, that they are too true, and that 


many thus dreadfully ſport with their religious Pro- 
feſſion. The Lord forbid it ſhould be thy Caſe, 


Reader; but if it is, may He alarm thy Soul by the 


Force of Conviction, « and by his infinite Power, 


keep you blameleſs through TO unto. eternal ws 
vation. | 


10 II. Let us conſider the Obligations CHuxc n- 
MEMBERS are under to attend to all SPIRIT UAL 
DuTits, and obſerve all Divine InsTITU- 
TIONS. I ſhall begin with 80 AL PRAYER. 


ON 
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Chriſtian Reader, if you would wiſh to conform 
to the Will of your Divine Maſter, you will be 
ever ready to attend to this pleaſant and profitable 
Exerciſe. It is certainly one of the moſt glorious 
Sights our Eyes can behold, —— A Number of 
Chriſtians meeting together, to lay, open their Hearts 
and ſpread their general Caſes before Jehovah, a God 
in Covenant. The Promiſes made to ſuch, who ob- 
ſorve to this Duty, ought to be a ſtrong Incitement 
to Believers, to be frequent in their Attendance 
upon it. And again, I ſay unto you, if two of you ſhall 
agree on Earth as touching any Thing that they ſhall 
ant, it ſhall be done for them of my Father which is in 
Heaven. For where two or three are gathered together 
in my Name, there am I inthe Mid/t of them.* What 
an Encouraging Promiſe is this! Surely no Set of 
Men, who ſtood in Need of any particular Favor 
from an earthly Sovereign, would be backward to 
join together, in order to apply for its Grant, had 
they ſo certain and abſolute an Aſſurance of its Be- 
ſtowment, as hath the Chriſtian, of a free and gra- 
cious Pardon of all his Sins, a complete Juſtification 
of his Perſon? in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
x certain Degree of Support, equal to all the various 


| Matt. xviii. 19, 20. 3 
_— TY 4; Diff 
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Difficulties with which he is to encounter, in the 
| Courſe of his Chriſtian Warfare, ae e 

By eee ee is 1 * 
thoſe Petitions that are offered up to God, by any 
Number of Profeſſors (whether Church-Members 
or others) who meet for the Ends of confeſſing 
their Guilt and Unworthineſs, imploring the free 
Pardon of their Iniquities, ſupplicating the Conti- 
nuation of every forfeited Favor, and deprecating 
thoſe Judgments, that (from a View of their 
baſe Ingratitude) they have too much Reaſon to 
fear are impending. This is what I mean to inti- 
mate relative to Social Prayer; whether it be per- 
formed on Days of public Worſhip, by the whole 
Church, or whether it be _— in by a ſelect 
Society. 


Having aimed to prevent my Reader from 
miſapprehending this Department of the Church- 
Member's Directory, I proceed to conſider the Plea- 
ſure and Profit of this delightful Exerciſe. 


The Pleaſure, Chriſtian, if thou knoweſt any 
Thing of the divine Life, is not fully to be en- 
preſſed. It is beſt, and indeed alone, underſtood, 
by an appropriating View of our own perſonal Inte- 
reſt i in thoſe. precious Promiſes, which we have a ſcrip- 
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tural Right (if Believers) to plead at our Father's 
Throne. I pray, that both you and I, may have 
more of this happy Experience, which is Heaven 
commenced below, and will be found to be more 
and more ſo, the higher we arrive in a Knowledge 
of our union to the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who is both 


our Elder Brother and High-Prieſt; in which laſt 


Character, he is ever offering up our Prayers te 
his God, and our God; to his Father, and our 


Father, 2 as the unwearied Lntercefſot of His fs. 


CO 


| 


bes the E xamples we 1 in 5 of 


hah who attended. to this Privilege and Duty. We 


find that the Friends of Peter, when he was confined 
in Priſon, aſſembled: together, and joined in Prayer 


for him; And Prayer was made without ceaſing, by the 


Church for him. What was the Conſequence ? 
Why, when Herod conceived that his Priſoner was 
well ſecured by the vigilant Watches, and unremit- 


ting Care of his veteran Soldiers, Peter received Or- 


ders, by a divine Meſſenger, to gird himſelf, put om 
his Sandals, and fellow him; with which Command 
he inftantly complied, to the Aſtoniſhment and - 
fuſion of: his moſt inveterate Enemies. ! 


We likewif: Sod that 3 our, a ee e 


2 nn N umber of his Followers eſteemed. zit their 


. Xii. J. . 
indiſ- 
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indiſpenſable Duty, to join together in an humble 

Invocation of the Divine Bleſſing upon, and Pre- 
ſence with them. Theſe all continued with one Lauer ; 

in Prayer way 6. rare 15 3 


Many Aber Mendes at ede ack chearfully 
embraced: Opportunities of joining in ſocial Prayer, 
might be adduced ; but the two already cited; are ſuf- 
ficient Evidences, both of the Reaſonableneſs and Pro- 
priety, and of the Advantage that frequently acerues 
from a ſerious and conſcientious Obſervation thereof. 
To aſſemble with a Number of thoſe who love 

the Intereſt of our common Lord, for the Purpoſes 
J have before hinted, and there be enabled to pour 
out our Souls before Him, as Children would with 
Readineſs diſcloſe their neceſſitous Circumſtances 
to affectionate Parents, frequently produces that 
refined Pleaſure, which is not to be conceived of, 
by any who are Strangers to the Covenants of 
Promiſe; and who, as yet, have never felt the 
renovating Power and Influences ' of the adorable 
* : | 


Fog > Wie by your Chriſtian Con- 
nexion, to be deſirous of more ſenſible Evidences 
of your Intereſt in the Lord's Chriſt: And how 
would you obtain them, but by a conſtant Attend- 
ance upon every Ordinance appointed to promote 


A4 i. 14. 15 
„ the 
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the n of God, and n to this r 
End? It has been ſaid and no Doubt experienced 
by-thouſands of God's People, that they have fre- 
quently found their Hopes ſo languid, their Faith 
ſo weak, their Love ſo cold, their Evidences ſo 
clouded, and their Conceptions of Divine Things ſo 
confuſed and inconſiſtent, that they have been 
ſcarcely: able, either to engage in Prayer themſelves, 
or to join with others; but when a Ckriſtian 
Brother 05 been enabled, with Power and Free- 
dom, to 


Faith invigorated, their Hope enlivened, and Di- 
vine Peace and ce nge tay fe their whole 
Souls, „0 


What is here ſaid of Social Prayer) cannot with 
Prepriety, be argued in Favor of Cloſet Duty. 
Let me not be miſtaken in this Particular, as if 1 
meant to inſinuate, that one Duty was more pre- 
cious than another: Far be it! All Duties and 
all Privileges are alike ſweet and profitable, pro- 
vided the God of Ordinances is graciouſly. pleaſed 
to be with us in them: What 4 immediately al- 
jude to, is, the peculiar Bleffing that ſo repeatedly 
attends Social Prayer, which cannot be experienced 


in private. As for Inſtance: Seme Individual, in 


a Society, may have bis FTheughts ſo directed, 
and be ſo happy in his ATI aided by the 
ny OLY 


preſs their Caſes | and Conditions be- ; 
| fore the Lord, they have | ſuddenly. found their 
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Hor v Sr IRI, as to communieate ſomerhing of ce 
ſame pleaſing Frame, to thoſe joining with him 
in that ſpecial Privilege. However drooping their 
Hopes of Heaven, and cool and indifferent their 
Deſires after ſpiritual Things, by thus meeting with 
thoſe whoſe Experience, at certain' Seaſons, hath 
been more enlarged and pleaſant,” they have re- 
ceived unexpected Comfort, and been happily ex- 
tricated from that lukewarm State, into which 
their Souls had miſerably fallen. By this Means, 
they have been fired with Zeal for the Honor of 
their exalted Redeemer, and have been "releaſed 
from a Burden of ſpiritual Diftreſs ; which, while 
labored under, inceſſantly corroded the Mind, and 
might have led the Soul, if not prevented by fup- 
porting Grace, from diſcouraging Apprehenſions, to 

deſponding Doubts, until abſorbed in the moſt dire. 
x ful b. ng of Darkneſs wary N n 
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Now this cannot be the Fruit of pi PRA, 
wh a delightful Duty; becauſe there are no 
Fellow-Chriſtians preſent, to expreſs, under a feel- 
ing Senſe of their Helpleſsneſs, their Defire to be the 
Lord's, and in affecting Expreffions of true Hu- 
mility, to add, “ Here are we, Lord | Do with * 

as ſevmmerh good in thy Sight.” "INTO 


Has not this been thy A Gn 
| Wit thou then refrain aſſembling with thoſe who 
a3 - love 
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love to have Recourſe to their Father's Throne, and 
to be calling upon Him for Grace and Mercy? 
This Duty is a Kind of Stimulus, exciting ardent 
Deſires after a greater Conformity to Cbriſt; pro- 


dueing a chearful Submiſſion to his Sovereign Will, 


and a happy Acquieſcence, — 7525 a es oieige⸗ 
in my e Ra Fi 
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pes ee ben more you reflect 1 ey 2 hn 
as a Member of Chriſt's militant Church, the more 
you will ſee the Obligations you. are under to at- 
tend to this gracious Privilege. Perſons (though 
godly). who, make not ſo large and ſplendid a Pro- 


feſſion, as poſlibly, you do, are not .fo remarked by the. 


World, or ſo noticed by F Profeſſors. — Such go on, 


with 4 ſecret Pleaſure i in the Ways of God, unknown 

to thouſands of their F ellow- Chriſtians: 7 They ſeem, 

indeed, to be buried in Obſcurity, but ſhortly . 
f 


will riſe to the truly awful Confuſion of all 


Cruncu-MemBRs, and be ſeated By * ine 
of their exalted Redeemer. 8 | 


1 4 


* 
0 


To this may * added, Chriſtian, x your va 


ment to aſiſt | in all ſocial Meetings (when Buſineſs 


permits) that may b be. called by the Church you are 


2 Member of, for the Ends of helping each others 


Fatt, imploring the peculiar Directions of God, 
either in Church TranſaQions, — in deviſing Means 


to 5 his Wan — Mt in Behalf of the Nation 


a . when 
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when any particular Occurrence may ſummon your 
more impwedigte. N. 112 1 74 41 | r f INE ** 1 3 


The 3 1 8 e 
diſcover in the firſt of theſe different Branches of 


: their Duty, = — That of attending C Rv RCH-MERET- : | 
I N GS, cannot be thought of, but with real-Grief; 


1 hey ſeem, by their Conduct, to think they are 
not under any Kind of Obligation to aſſemble on 
working Days with their Fellow - Members; but that 
it is ſufficient for them to meet for religious Wor- 
ſhip on the firſt Day of the Week; as if, in Fact, 


they only ſuſtained the Name of Church - Members to 


anſwer ſome private or perſonal Views; o- at leaſt, as 
if it was an Honor to be a nominal Member of a 
Church, but irkſome to be a real Follower of Chrif. 
If this is thy Caſe, Reader, may Conviction tho- 
roughly pierce thy Mind, that thou mayeſt no lms 
e the Neglect of a Duty, which has ſo 


rkably contributed to the divine Conſolation of : 
duden of God's N for many ** of the 


Church. 


21 Relative to Church Tranſactions, ſuch as cen- 


ſuring thoſe who walk diſorderly, chooſing: Officers, 
&c. little, I hope, need be ſaid: It is abſurd to 


ſuppoſe there can be a Propriety in that Perſon's 
Conduct, who neglects to join in ſocial Prayer on 


fuch Occaſions, To repos: thoſe. who. backſlide, 
with- 
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without firſt aſking Wiſdom of wad is Preſs: 


tion. Who of us, when we take a juſt Survey 


of our own F ailings, and Ditpoſitions, can lay our 


Hands upon our Hearts, and ſay, „I am capable 
of giving Reproof, as becomes the Goſpel of Chri/t, 
in all Meekneſs and Love.“ Beſides, what Right 
have we to expect a Bleſſing? We profefs to be- 
lieve, that all Converſation and Reproof will be 
null and void, if the Holy Spirit opens not tlie 


Heart of an offending Member to receive it; and 


how can we expect his divine Aid and Blefling, if 


2 we Join not together to aſk his ſacred Preſence with 


„hen we enter upon ſuch ſolemn Buſineſs ? Foy 
— Twill be enquired 4 by the herpes. : Nang! er 
the W fx N wa 


Mete to the Choice of Orten in bft 
Church, you. ſhould alfo ever attend to this Duty. 
We find, that when MarrRTASG was to be cho- 
ſen a Setvant in the Lord's Houſe, the reſt of the 
Apoſtles had Recourſe to Prayer, to know the Will 
of the Lord, reſpecting him and Barſabas.* And 
ſo ſhould all connected with a Church, aſſemble to 


join in Social Prayer, for Wiſdom to guide, and 
Impartiality to influence them, in the whole of their 


Proceedings, when they deſign to elect any of their 
Brethren to an Oo FFICIAL Character. 


1 Exel. xxxvi 1. 37. 5 . 42 1, 23. 
To 
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To. n a u Deſire of ſpreading the Goſpel of 
Cbriſt, and of diffuſing the Knowledge of his Sal- 
vation, and yet refuſe to join in So AI PRAYER, 
is a Soleciſm; and no ſeriouſly reflecting Perſon would 
let drop from his Lips ſo glaring an Abſurdity. In 
order to diſperſe the Knowledge of the Lord into diffe- 
rent Parts of the Globe, you ſhould join with your 
Fellow-Chriſtians in praying for Direction, to adopt 
the moſt probable Means to effect this bleſſed End; 
and not indifferently ſay, © The Lord ſpeed the Goſpel,” 
Shew yourſelf active in this heavenly Work; heſitate 
not to encourage thoſe, with whom. you are ſpiritually 
connected, to meet often for Prayer, that your De- 
fires, for this valuable Purpoſe, may be happily an- 
ſwered. We have often ſeen that a divine Blefling 
has attended ſuch Exerciſes ; which ſhould be con- 
ſtant Encouragement to the Believer, to tread the 
ſame Path, and to continue to perſevere in the Works 
to o Which he has once ſet his Rand. . 


Likewiſe as a Member of Chriſt's Church, you 
ſhould ſocially pray for a ſanctified Uſe of all 
national Mercies, and Calamities; whether Victories 
obtained in Time of War, over arbitrary Enemies; 
at peculiar Abundance of providential 'Bleflings in 
Nature, or awful Diſtreſſes from Inundations, Fa- 
mine, epidemical Diſorders, &c. Theſe are all 
: yubjects. of Prayerz and, whenever we : experience | 

ds. 
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them, ſhould induce us to apply to God wc a b 
4 in fanQtified oy of VO 0 
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0M T might bee Gli upon Waadt of cheſe GEN 

Grounds for Social Prayer, and produce ſimilar 
Inſtances Hei the Holy Scriptures; but I ſhould” 
then exceed the original Intention of bringing pad 
| Dixzeronx into a fall Compass. n 
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"ending; in a conciſe and plain Manner, aimed 
to ſet forth the Pleaſure and Profit, as well as 
Duty of SOCIALPRAYER, in its various Branches, 
I ſhall now advance a few Thoughts ny the hae 
of Famity PRAYER. 


* FAMETLY-'P RA YER. 1 
There can be no Need to explain what I mean n by 
Family PRAYER; though, indeed, it is an old 
faſhioned and almoſt obſolete Phraſe. However, 
thoſe who have joined themſelves to any Church, 
where the Goſpel is clearly preached, muſt know, 
that this Duty conſiſts in Perſons calling their 


F amilies together, to join in that moſt reaſonable 
Service. 
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1 ſcarcely 8 A | greater « or more important Duty 
chan this n if we conſider it in its utmoſt 
; Lati- 


6 30 


Latitude. The Reſolution bf Fobus, mould be the 
holy and permanent Reſolve of every profeſſing Head 


of a Family; and if the Advantages ariſing from a 


due and conſcientious Diſcharge of it, were more 
ſeriouſly conſidered, T cannot think it would be ſo 
awfully neglected, as it is in TO Py of Degeneracy 
and e ron cn 


| One Reaſon, I ally believe, why Maſters of Fa- 


milies do not maintain this Order in their Houſes, is 


a Conſciouſneſs of their own irregular Walk and 
Deportment. Tf ſuch thou art, Reader, I pray thee 
to pauſe — args ,and conſider thy dreadful Con- 


dition. be to thee, if thou continue in the 
Neglect of this facred Duty. Remember the Souls 
of your Children and Servants are under your imme- 


_ diate Care and Protection; and it is your indiſpenſable 
Buſineſs to take every neceſſary Step, to bring them 
(if unconverted) to a Enowledge of their State, by 


Nature and Practice, and ſhew them the Neceſſity of 
an Intereſt in a riſen Lord. If they die without this 
Inſtruction, their Condemnation will lie at your 
Door; and the Torments you may feel hereafter, 
will be ten thouſand' fold more intolerable, when you 
reflect upon the miſerable State, into which you have 
been the awful Inſtrumefit of bringing your Children 


and Servants. I ſincerely feel for, and pity all ſuch | 
ſenſeleſs and inconſiderate Fathers and Maſters; 


and earneſtly pray for their Converſion, who attend 
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vation | of their F ame. 
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It may ja * by ring that they have not Gifts 


to: engage in Prayer before their Families. But this 


Argument favors. of Cowardice, and beſpeaks the 


Objector to be deſtitute of a zealous Heart. Would 
you, forbear to ſolicit a Favor to be conferred 


on you which you had Reaſon to believe, would 


be inſtantly granted, upon your petitioning an 
| earthly Parent, before a ſmall Company, becauſe _ 


you could not addreſs big in e moſt ſublime Lan- 
guage ? y No, ſurely. 


y then ſhould. you re- 
fuſe to pray before your 5 amy; They are under 
your Command, and not you under theirs: There- 
fore, if any behave indecent, and ſeem to ridicule 
your Gifts, and they cannot be reclaimed. (which 


you ſhould firſt aim at) then „enen aden from 
your Service. 5 


But 1 fear, the KReluctanee to ſet up, and maintain 


Family Prayer, ariſes from a worſe Principle; even 
from Indolence. The, firſt Objection hath been ge- 
nerally acknowledged to have no Weight; — ſince, 


if Perſons 15 conſtantly to engage in this -Duty, 


they would? improve their Gifts for the Exer- 


ciſe; and be able, by a little Attention, to expreſs 
themſelves with ſome Degree of Enlargement and 
Preciſion ; frequently with Pleaſure to themſclves,. 


. and 


Ar 


Al 


„ | 
and wich Profit and Conſolation to others : : This ; 
would certainly be the Caſe; but Profeſſors Minds ; 


are either too much engroſſed with the Things of 


Time and Senſe, or they are too indolent and careleſs | 
in 15 5 Matters. F EET ITE 


Let us take a aki View of the bleſſed Ad- 


vantages that may accrue from an Obſervation of 
this . by N 1 Fe 
T hain Na the following Story of an eminent Ser- 
vant of God, who always ſupported this Order in 
| His Houſe. A Gentleman from a diſtant Country, 
| came to pay! him a Viſit for a few Weeks. When, | 
the Evening advanced, the Hoh Scriptures were 
called for, and the Stranger was informed, that, it 
was the Cuſtom of the Family | to aſſemble together 
Morning and Evening, to engage in the Duties of 
reading the Holy Scriptures and Prayer. The Perſon 
was ſo greatly ſtruck at this unexpected piece of In- 
formation, that he could make no Anſwer ; ; and, 
| when they came to kneel down, was at a Loſs how 
to act whether he was to ſit ſtill, ſtand up, or kneel 
with the Company ; ; until by a Motion of the Maſ- 
| ter's Head, he underſtood he was to follow their Ex- 
ample. He continued to join with that Family 
in their Morning and Evening ſpiritual Sacrifices, for 
| ſome Time; when the Lord was pleaſed, in his So- 
e to > hear the Petitions that were offered up 
8 55 
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for him, and he was. eventually Haas to 2 en 
N of the Goſpel of Chrife.. 


| What Encouragement ought this to Ea every 
godly Head of a Family, to be vigilant in the Main- 
tenance of this high and ineſtimable Privilege. And 
indeed, I cannot ſee how real vital Religion can be 
ſupported i in any Houſe, where this Duty is negle&-. 
ed, or this Privilege deſpiſed. Families ought to be 
little Nurſeries for the Church; where Children and 
Servants ſhould be inſtructed in Righteouſneſs, and 
trained up for the Kingdom « of Chr. ft, If you would 
have your Children be a Happineſs to you, an Honor 
to their own Characters, and an Orna to the 
Religion « of Feſus, - Jet them have the earliel Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing you, as their Parent, walking agree- 
able to the Goſpel of Obr. ], in this, as well as other 
| Reſpects. Impreſs their tender Minds with a deep 
Senſe of the Obligations, as Creatures formed and 
preſerved by the Divine Hand, they are under to the 
Lok p of univerſal Creation; "but more particularly, | 
how greatly they are indebted to the Riches of Divine 
Grace, for the Redemption of their Souls from Mi- 
ſery and Death, if they are to happy _ as to be in- 
tereſted i in the dear Redeemer. Fas, ee eee 

"Ki is often owing, to the dreadful. Neglect of 
FAMILY PR. AYER, that we fee ſo many promi- 
1 Youths ſuddenly fall a Prey, if not to their 


own 


4 


n_ 


7 defgning 1 Pr ofefiors ; 3 and al: on 


they have 


been awfully left to go on to another, until chey 


have fallen into every Species of e If then, 
Chriſtian, you would guard againſt theſe horrid Con- 
ſequences, fail not to carry on this Duty; not in a 
mere formal Manner, (as ſome do) but with a Zeal 


for the Glory of God, and the ſpiritual Welfare of 


your dear Children: Likewiſe, if you wiſh your 


Servants to execute your lawful: Commands, and 


with Fidelity diſpatch your Buſineſs, forget not that 


this is an Ordinance, which, in the Hand of the 


Spirit, may contribute greatly to anſwer | 7 
moſt ſanguine Wiſhes. How can you expe Prop 


to pay due Regard and Obedience to your Orders, 


while you profeſs to love the Cauſe of CHRIST, 


and yet forbear to call them together, to aſk his Di- 


vine Bleſſing on your and their Tranſactions in 
Life. They will, if Perſons of any Reflection, ſee 
that you do not act circumſpectly, or conſiſtent with 
your Profeſſion; and may, in Conſequence, pay little 
: fanden to your moſt reaſonable I unions. | 


"There is nothing ſo racing FO 1 Kennt : 
and when Servants, have . obſerved that their Maſter 
conducts himſelf with Uniformity; that he is the 
ſame Man, whether you ſee him in the Church, or 
upon the Exchange; whether at the Table of the 
Lo Rp, or in his Buſineſs; whether in a religious 


Society, 
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socteg or in his Family, they have been frequently 
won by ſuch a regular and becoming Walk; have 
admired the Grace that wrought the divine Work, 
and longed for the ſame bleſſed Experience. 
This has been often verified; and the Lord's Arm 
is not ſhortened, that He cannot ſtill work the ſame 


-glorious Effects. But, if you conſtantly abſent 
yourſelf from your Family of an Evening, when 


you have no Occaſion, — keep unſeaſonable Hou rs, 
mix with idle and diſſolute Company, and return 
Home, if not intoxicated, utterly unfit to call your 
Family to Prayer; —what then muſt your Children 


and Servants conceive of ſuch a: profeſſing Maſter, 


who thus wounds Chri iſt i in his own e while he 
profeſles to be one of his F riends | 14 \ 


This Duty mould be i conſtantly, Morn- | 


| ing and Evening. No ſmall or trifling Circumſtances . 


ſhould prevent your Attention thereto. If your 
Houſe has remained ſecure from the Hands of Vio- 
lence, and if devouring Flames have not conſumed 
your Subſtance, or any awful Calamity laid waſte 
your Dwelling, or deſtroyed your Property, — 


How reaſonable is it that you ſhould call your Fa- 
mily together to make your joint Acknowledgments 
' of thoſe great Favors? Or, if you have met 
with any, or all of thoſe dire AN you 


e © n 
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ſhould beg a ſanctified Uſe of n and then 


they may (whatever Aſpect they at preſent wear) 
eventually produce the richeſt Bleſſings. On the 


contrary, how unreaſonable is it, for you to expect 


the ſuperintending Power of the Lord to guard and 


protect you and yours, in the ſilent Hours of Mid- 
night, from any of the above unhappy Circumſtances, 
when you aſſemble not together, to call upon his 
Name, ſupplicate his Bleſſing, and deprecate his 
Judgments? Or, how can you plume yourſelf 
upon the Hopes and Expectations of Succeſs in your 


juſt Callings, when you implore not Wiſdom to di- 
rect, and Grace to uphold you, in the Proſecution 
of them? It is highly ſinful, and unbecoming the 


Name and Character of a MEMBER of CHRIS T's 
Cuuxck, to live in the Neglect of this Duty. 


If, by your ſetting up, and continuing to main- 
tain Prayer in your Family, you ſhould be inſtru- 
mental of the Converſion of one ungodly Child, or 
Servant, what a Felicity muſt it yield you ? or if by 
your religious Converſation and upright Walk, you 
ſhould lead them to the LoR D JESUs, what an in- 


expreſſible Enjoyment muſt it neceſſarily afford to | 
your Mind, while you travel through this Wilder- | 

neſs to Mount Zion above. What high and ſub- 
lime Pleafure will it produce, when you are quitting 


the paſſing Scenes of human Life! Your Language, 


your Looks 8 your ferene and peaceable Moments, 


may 


* 


| may proye it, if you are in i Poſſeſſion G your Fa- 
culties, at'that wying Period. 129 THI 


8 There (will you be a to 75 ſtands my 
dear Child, with whom I have ſo often diſcourſed on 
divine Subjects; which whom I have ſo frequently 
joined in FAMILY PRA YER; and who was, by 
that very Mean, ſavingly inſtructed in the good 


Things of God.“ Or, „T here ſtands my faithful 
Servant, who once a Stranger to himſelf, and to his 


God, is now in a Degree acquainted with both; 
many Times have we joined together in Prayer; 
yea, the Mean of his Conyerſion was an Attention 


to that Duty, as maintained in my Family, of which 


I am now taking my laſt Farewell; E'er long they 
ſhall be where I am going; and as we {have 
joined together in Prayer here, we ſhall then, 
with one Accord, join in Praiſe and aſcribe Sal- 
vation, Might, Majeſty and Power, to Himſthat ſit- 


teth 580 the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever 


and ever.” 


Much more might be added ant Tautology) ' 


Sn this incumbent Duty of every Chriſtian; all the 
trifling Objections againſt it, be fully anſwered; and 
a Variety of Teſtimonies, in, Favor thereof, adduced 
from the Sacred Scriptures, and from the Example of 


many exemplary Chriſtians, in different Ages: But 
. copio an Enlargement militates againſt my 
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Plan. E = therefore proceed to the next ſpecial Duty, 
in its natural Order, 15 


07 PRIVATE PRAYER. 


"I HIS, Believer, is one of the higheſt Privileges 
you are favored with; and, conſidered as ſuch, 
ought to be very ſeriouſly attended to. You ſhould 
frequently retire from the World, and in Secret 
open your Heart to God. Nothing tends more to 
'excite holy Deſires in our Souls, and to fill our 
Minds with heavenly Love, as when we Are enabled 
to draw near to our Father's Throne, and with Hu- 
| mility expreſs our Wants, confeſs our Sins, and re- 
turn our — Thanks for his unmerited Favors. 


I believe the ſpiritual Diſtreſs which many fre- 
quently experience, when they engage in this Duty, 
is a great Mean of preventing them from more cloſely 
obſerving it. But this ig wrong, and highly incon- 
ſiſtent with the Character of a Chriſtian, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs is always to be waiting at the Footſtool of 
his Father's Throne, who peradventure hath a pe- 
culiar and ſpecial Bleſſing to beſtow. Do not think, 
Believer, the Lord is to anſwer immediately upon 
your Call. He is to be patiently waited on, till, 
in his Sovereignty he pleaſes to notice your 1 
queſts, and ſend an Anſwer of Peace to your ardent 
Petitions. Reſt in the Lord, and wait patiently 
1 = | We 


Pry _ » 
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„ THE Lord's PRAYER,” | He 
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or Bin. What | is the FOLLY Fruit of c a 
patient Waiting? I waited patiently for the Lord, 
and he enclined unte me, and heard ” ch. 


2 


The compatiionate 8 who delighted to in- 


| ſtrud his Family, in every Branch of their Duty, 


failed not to preſcribe Rules for their better Per- 
Formance of this Service ; ;} and gave them that moſt 
-excellent Directory for Prager, s commonly called 
| hath told y You, 
Believer, the ven Place where, t nis is Duty ought 
to be performed, In the Cloſet,” | With, Secrecy. 
What is to be avoided; , 66 ain Repetitions 1 And 


laſtly, the Manner in which. it ought to be per- 
formed. 


Each of theſe Particulars FX a $ubje 7 your 


| Reflection; and may, in the Hand of the Divine 


Spirit, be > a Mean of helping Fa in. this pleaſe 
Exerciſe, 


#44, 5 - I 
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1. Here is RETRO xr to us hs Place aa, proper 
and convenient for Private Prayer, THE Croskr. 


Our Lord, I imagine, termed it A Croszx, either 
in ChatmdifinQion.; to any Place of publie Reſort, 
or, to its ae, in public Worſhip; ; or, in 


* Pla, . * x we ? Matt, Vi 5. 23 


Fami- 
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PL ke That it ſignifies nothing more than a 
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Place of ecrecy . 1 think 18 evident from the il= 
Tuftrious | End we haye 'of thoſe who ever at- 
tended to t is precious Duty. Tac went into 2 | 
Field,: Jalas into 2 Mountain,“ and Peter to the 
Houſe-top.” 8 Oh! to leave the anxious Cares and 
Hurries of: a periſhing World, to quit the Scenes of 
. Vanity and Vexation, and Hy to God in Secret, 
1 be bleſſed with the ſweet Viſitations of his 
'l 1 is troly divine ; and that Perſon, 
who is the moſt conſcientious i in the Obſervance of 
this ineſtimable Privilege, enjoys the moſt of Hea- 
ven. He truly knows EL, Communion with the 
Lord means, and has many happy Preludes of 
that eternal Gory which AWaits the Believer in 
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Every one, * has taſted that the 7090 is gra- 
cious, knows the Propriety of calling upon Him f in 
Secret. Can you, Chriſtian, N your every 
Want before your F ellow- 5 Can the 
careleſs Profeſſor without the leaſt mental Reſer- 
vation, confeſs his moſt notorious Sins ? Can 
1 you faithfully acknowledge the Blaſphemy of your 
a Thoughts ? Vea, can you freely mention any par- 
el Acts of Sin vou have been guilty of; 4285 | Ul 
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you cannot! But when you retire to your r 0 SE T, 
and no one ſees but your heavenly FATRHER, from 
| whom you can ſecrete nothing, then, with what deep 
Sorrow for, and Hatred to Sin, are you frequent! 7 
enabled to confeſs your Sinfulneſs and Demerit: 
With what a heart- felt Senſe of beſtowed Favors, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, do you acknowledge 2 
your Reception of them ! With what Earneftneſs 
of Soul do you then petition for- Grace to ſupport - 
you under every external Temptation, for Strength 
to reſiſt every Attack of your ſpiritual Enemies, 
and for Wiſdom to avoid their lubtle Deſi Igns hs 


Such wha have had aw Experience? in divine 
Things, have ever acknowledged the Uſefulneſs, as 
well as Pleaſure, of CLos ET Duty; and, convinced 
of the ſolid and rational Advantages reſulting there- 
from, have aſſerted (and to my own Knowledge 
their Aſſertion has been awfully verified) that the 
arſt Declenſion of true Religion, or Godlineſs, ge- 
nerally begins with a Negle& of this Duty : There- 
fore, Chriſtian, expe& much Temptation to lay it 
aſide. The Enemy, of Souls will, no "Doubt, be 
buſy with his horrid Injections at the very inftant 
of your Engagement in this Duty, He will poſſibly. 
whiſper the moſt terrible Things to thy Soul, and : 
infamouſly bring Scripture to confirm every Accu- 
- ation ; ſometimes ſaying, « You are a Hypocrite, | 

| becauſe 


becauſe you are praying for Things you do not de- 
lire,” And the Hope of the Hypocrite ſhall periſb.“ 
* You are mocking the Almighty, becauſe you 
tell him, you deſire to be devoted to his Service, 
at the ſame Time are thirſting after the Pleaſures 
and Profits of this Life.” Judas covenanted with | [| 
the Prigſts to betray Chriſt for thirty Pieces wieh Silver. | 
. only pray out of mere Form.“ Ye obſerve | 
Days and Months, and Times, and Years,? |. You 
utter Fal ſehoods in your Prayer; and have loſt that 
feeling Senſe of God's Preſence you uſed formerly 
to enjoy.” Speaking Lies i in Hypocriſy :* And he may 
add, God has left you, and therefore you had 
- better farbear calling upon Him, and 1 m. 
| how” the Pleaſures of this: SG, "FL 


Such like e Thoughts will he 10 ſuggeſt to yoù, 
when you are upon your Knees; but by no Means 
give up; continue to pray: They that wait on the 
Lord ſhall renew their Strength; There are Reſponſes 
' ſufficient for you to make, in oppoſing his evil In- 
jections. Vou may anſwer for one and all; That 
you mourn over your paſt Hypocriſy, Mockery, 
Formality, and Falſehood, but,- that you now 
* truſt the Lord, who is a God of infinite Mercy 
and Love, » ay Fe” over Oe e ee and 
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| The Nenn af our Sls appointing the | 
endes or Place of Retirement for frequent 
Prayer, therefore appears evident; as we cannot ex- 
preſs ourſeluæs with ſo much Freedom before a 
Company or Family of Teton. * r we e 
ito * "the Lied: in —_ 
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"Mz" But 3 AI 6e e is the #4 3 
in your Addreſſes at a Throne of Grace; V ain 
RePETITIONS.” And our Lord adds, as a 
Compariſon, Such as the Heat bens | uſe, who indeed 
thought they ſhould be certainly heard at all Times, 
and in all Places, for the Multitude of their Ex- 
pteſſions, and Number of idle. Ceremanies; but, 
your Covenant God, Chriſtian, as his Mercy firſt 
. beſtowed: was ſovereign, ſo the Continuance of his 
Grace and Favor is equally undeſerved; and con- 
ſequently cannot be more obtainęd by any prolix 
Phraſes, or ee of Y n in un, of 
0 PRE EYES ME 3401 773 | 


Although. God has Bide, 1 wilhe quired by the 
Houſe: of Irael,“ it by no Means intimates, that He 
needs to be informed of every, the moſt minute Oc- 


Exel. Wi. 2 
eurrenoe 
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cutrence (as to our View of Things) that tales 


Plate; or that He is deſirous the Believer ſhould ve- 


Tollect all his particular and numerous Wants. The 


Defign of ſuch a ſolemn Declaration of his Pleaſure 
was to teach us, thatHe would have us ever remember 


the Fountain of all our Meteies, and the great arid. 


only Object of our Dependence, If you was more to 
conſider this Point, Chriſtian, you would feel more 
Submiffion to your Father's Will, more ſolid Plea- 
fure in your own Mind, and be led to ſay, with the 
utmoſt "Tranquility of Soul, Amen, to every Dit- 
1 pea both of weises and Grace. 


'N othitig bn a more wilds; Auto nor 
does any Thing tend more to cool our warmeſt Af- 
fections, than 'aſing a Number of unneceſiary Re- 
petitions in the Duty of Prayer. It foems-as if we 


thought the Lord wuas forgetful of his People, and 


ſtood in great Need of having our Caſes and Re- 


queſts repeated to Him; and it may be conſidered as 


a Proof of the Spirit of the Lord being abfent from 
us; and that He is not, by his gracious Influences, in- 


ry n Us, by Grows * cannot be uttered. 


/Pombly, Gone -bamble-Souls may - hi W FA 
treſſed at what I have now faid ; and becauſe they 


x Rom. Vil. 26. | 
cannot 
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cannot pray with a Degree of Fluency, or expreſs 
their Caſes before the Lord, without ſome Repeti- 
tions, conclude. the Holy Ghoſt is utterly - with- 
drawn from them; that all their Prayers are of no 
Avail, and that therefore they had better decline 
the Duty. This Thought is the horrid Suggeſtion 
of the Father of Lies, who would fain have you 


give up this, your beſt Weapon — but write not 


bitter Things againſt yourſelf: The Point before 


us is clear; and every Difficulty, ariſing from 


ſuch a Suppoſition, eaſily ſolved, There is a vaſt 
Difference between the Repetition | of a Requeſt, | 
when Want of a Gift in Prayer, frequently leads us 
to it; and the vain Repetitions of a Perſon, who 


really thinks them expreflive of his Earneſtneſs, and 


to demand the more immediate Attention of the 
Lord, — who deteſts all ſuch idle Babblers, as He 
ene to all 2 aal, and eiu not. | 
It i is not 3 che KN of the Expreſſion, 
our Lord alludes to, but the Thought of the Heart 


- and Deſign of the Perſon who engages in the Duty : 


This appears by his ſaying, That; the Heathens 
expected to be heard for their much ſpeaking. It 
was the End of their prolix Supplications. They 
conceived that Go p was under an abſolute Ne- 
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Neceſſity of granting tile Deſire of their Hearts, as 
they took ſo much Pains and Trouble to lay before 
Him their Wants. Now, Believer, you can yy 5 


tell, whether, when you uſe vain REPETITION . 
you do it on Purpoſe to excite the Pity, and engage 


the eſpecial Notice of JEHovan, or whether it is 
owing to the Smallneſs of your ſpiritual Gifts that 


leads you thus to repeat your Requeſts : If the latter 


is your Caſe, you are not of the Number, who are 
to be ranked with the Heathen; and therefore you 


may take juſt Encouragement, and conclude that 
you ſhall be heard as well as Hexeſtiab, who chattered 
as a Crane or a Swallow,” | 


Prayer given, which may greatly help you to form 
| your Petitions, and ſhew you the Nature of this 


Duty: But when you proy, Jay after this Manner, 
Our Father, &c. 


Our Father. Miſtake not this Matter, Chriſ- 


tian, as if Prayer was to be alone made to one Per- 
ſon in the adorable Trinity: Prayer is to be made to 
the whole Eſſence; but the Father is repreſented in 
the Order of Covenant, as the Object, Jeſus as the 
Medium, and the Holy Ghoſt as the Spirit of Prayer. 
What Scripture, therefore, has given you a Guide 
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for, do not you attempt to confound, and ſo diſtreſs : 
your own Soul. We addreſs the Father, and in Him 
the whole Eſſence, as the great Author of Salvation. 


Ibo art in Heaven. This is expreſſive of his 
Glory and Reſidence, and ſhould be a Memento to. 
us, what little Creatures we are when compared with 
the Infinite Supreme, who is repreſented as reſiding 
in Heaven, though He fills all Space, and no Limits 


can circumſeribe his Glory and Greatneſs, 


. Hallowed be thy Name. This is to teach us, that 

it ought to be our conſtant Deſire to glorify God, as 
it was the very End of our Creation; that to his 
Name all Honor is due, and. ought with the: be- 
foundeſt Reverence: to be paid. 


. Thy Kingdom come. This inſtructs us to pray for 

the ſpreading of the Goſpel, and for the ee 
of Chriſi's ſpiritual Kingdom, that the following gra- 
cious Promiſes may be fulfilled: And the Kingdoms 
of the Earth ſhall become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and 
of his Chriſt." For the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea.* | 


Thy Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven, Here, 
the Submiſſion that ought to grace our Petitions, 


{ 


Kew. xi. 1F, J xi. 9. 


and 


Cn). 
and ornament our religious Characters, is ſet forth; 
This is a great Leſſon to learn, truly to ſay, Thy 
Will be done, when Providences are adverſe reſpeQing. 


us, and with Serenity and Compoſure of Mind, (not 


a ſtoical Apathy) ſubmit to every Diſpenſation: 
But this is to be the conſtant Prayer of all true e Be- 
lievers in Jeſus. 155 | 


e hs 5 Day our daily Bread. This teacheth 
us to make continual Application to God for the Be- 
ſtowment of all temporal Mercies, as Bread is ex- 
preflive of the whole Support of Life. The Pe- 
fition alſo inſtructs us, that we are ever to remember 
that the more common Bleſſings of Providence a are to 
be alone expected in a Way of 121 


Fergive us Our Treſpaſſes as we fees them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. We ought always in our Prayers, 


ſtated and ejaculatory, to preſent this great Petition; 
eſpecially as we are continually finning againſt di- 
vine Grace and Mercy, for who liveth and ſinneth 
not! Likewiſe as we pray, and expect Forgive- 


neſs of God for ourſelves, ſo ſhould we freely, and 


without Reſerve, pardon the Injuries we receive at 
the Hands of our bittereſt Enemies. 


Leg? us not into Temptation, We have much need 
to 2518 up this Petition; not that the Lord leads us 
3 into 


No NE FR 


. 


into the Ways of Sin and evil 3 No, 
Lua no Man ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; 
| for God cannot be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth 
He any Man. Nevertheleſs they cannot be tempted 
without his Sovereign Permiſſion, Job could not. 
have been tried or tempted, had not the Lord granted 
a limited Power to Satan, Therefore, our Prayer 
ſhould be, that if the Lord permit us to fall into the 
Way of Temptation, He would not leave us under 
the Temptation, as we muſt then neceſſarily become 


2 HEY to the grand Enemy of Souls. 


But 1 us Aunt Evil. This Peidtion naturally. 


flows from the former, and contains an ardent, De- 
ſire to be delivered from becoming the unhappy Vic- 
tim\of our own Luſts, or of the Evil One, who 5 


about ſeeking whom he may aw 


For Thi ne is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory. 


This is an Aſcription of Praiſe, with which we are 


i 


taught Prayer, ſhould be concluded, as it expreſſes 
our Pleaſure in beholding the Glories of God, and. 
our Deſire that all Praiſe and Honor may be given 


to Him throughout the Ages of Eternity. 


To all 


which we ſhould add, Amen; as an hearty and un- 
diſſembled Proof of our Aſſent to the various Peti- 


Yong | we PROVE been offering. - 
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„„ 
This, Chriſtian, is your Platform for Prayer: And 
although I have mentioned it under the Head of Cloſet 


Duty, yet it may ſerve as a e for Prayer i in 
all its various Branches. 


After what has been ſaid, on the great Duty of 
Cloſet Prayer, muſt you not eſteem it alſo as''a 
Privilege? Does it not fill you with holy Gratitude, 


that there are Seaſons of ſecret Retirement in which 


you have frequently enjoyed the Divine Preſence; 
and had ſome ſweet Foretaſtes of that eternal Bleſſed- 
neſs which awaits your immortal Spirit, when Death 
n have executed: his ſolemn Commiſtion : 1 


Are you not ready to ſay, upon a ſerious Review 
of the Matter, If the Taſte is ſo ſweet, what muſt 


the full Draught be? If the Earneſt is fo tranſport- 


ing, what Glory muſt the full Poſſeſſion afford? It 
the View of Heaven by Faith, is ſo raviſhing, whin 
muſt the Fruition be? Yea, if the Beauties of Chr:/# 
appear ſo glorious at a Diſtance, what divine Pleaſure 
muſt his immediate Preſence produce? Methinks I 


long for my Diſmiſſion: I think every Moment a 


Day until Ibehold his Excellence who is all my Hope, 
and eternally feaſt mine Eye with a full View of his 
complex Perſon, ſeated upon a Throne of unſullied 
Brightneſs,” 
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3 Vou are not 5 to uit for what 
the Lord is not pleaſed immediately to grant you. 
+ Let therefore your Prayer in Secret, and your Cloſet, 
Y rather be, Lord, give me Submiſſion to thy Will; 
= ſuffer me not to repine at thy Providences: Thou, 
and Thou alone, knoweſt my appointed Time, which 


9 


I cannot gaſs; may I be enabled to wait for it with _ 


becoming Patience, * heartily ſay Amen to all thy 
Will 80 dn me.” 


| Reader, pane, and think of the ſacred Pleaſure 
ſuch Seaſons of Retirement in thy Cloſet muſt 
afford to thy frequently diſtreſſed Soul: Surely, then 
you will ſee the Neceſſity of attending cloſely to this 
Duty, -- therefore the urgingany more Arguments 
in Favor thereof, I think would be Tautology, as I 
bave aimed to prove it from Example, Profit, and 
Pleaſure, I now proceed bo another b Duty 
of "wy Chriſtian. 


4 


9 


Of SELF-EXAMINATION. 


This is the Duty of every one who makes. a pub- 
lic Profeſſion of the Name of Chriſt ; who deſires to 
be brought low before God, and wiſhes to ſee more 
of his own Vileneſs, that the Neceſſity of a Prieſt to 

atone, and an Interceſſor to mediate in his Behalf, 
may appear more clearly ; ; and that he who ſuſtains 
| theſe 
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theſe truly 4 Character, may be more kighty 


exalted in his View. 


2 
1 know many Nen trad Legality i in 9 


N eh; and fear they ſhall be led to 1 for ſome=- 
thing of an Evidence in their own 55 which 
they. have no Right to expect will be revealed to- 
them, --- that they may be thus inclined to lay ſome 
Foundation for Merit, or may place too much Con- 
fidence in the mere Performance of the Duty. Many 
ſuch Objections they raiſe, in Oppoſition to this uſe- 
ful and neceſſary Duty. of every. Church Member. 1 
acknowledge that where the Ground of the above 
Ohbjections has an Exiſtence, it is ſinful; but ſurely 
a Miſapprehenſion of the Duty by ſome, or the Abuſe: 
of it by others, are not Reaſons ſufficiently cogent 
to induce us to neglect ſuch an Enquiry into our 


State and Experience, as Scripture both allows 
and enjoins. 


The Advantages reſulting from a devout Engage- | 
ment in this Duty, have been frequently evinced in 
the delightful Seaſons, thoſe have experienced, who 
make Conſcience of attending properly to it, pre- 
vious to the preaching of the Word, the Admini- 
{tration of the Lord's Supper, or Baptiſm, when 
they have been going to ſurrender their little ones 
to Jehovah, in Covenant, as a God who promiſed 
his loving Kindneſs to Abrabam, and his Seed (by 
Faith) for ever, 

The 


"'F ; 152 ) | 

The Apoſtle Paul gives us the Ground of this 
Duty, when he exhorts the Corinthians to examine- 
themſelves, Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the 


Fuith; prove your own ſelves.* A Text full to the 


Point; and which clearly intimates the Neceſſity 
there was for the Church at Corinth to examine 
into the Matter of their Hope, and what Foundation 


they had for ſuppoſing themſelves Intereſted i in the 


FAITH as is there TIES. 2 


Indeed, the Apoſtle ſeems to have an Eye to the 
Duty of Perſons to examine not only into their 
perſonal Hope; but likewiſe into the Foundation and 


p: Propriety of thoſe Truths on which they profeſſed to' 


build that Hope. Examine yourſelves whether ye be in 
the Faith: An Enquiry into the Foundation of 
which, it was their Duty then, and it is our Buſineſs” 


now to make. This is a Matter greatly neglected 


in the preſent Day. 


I do not mean, that it is indiſpenſably neceflary. 


for every Believer, to be capable of critically inveſti- 
_ gating the various Points, in Divinity: By no. 


Means. — But, as every Member of a Church pro- 
fefles a. Form of ſound Words, or ol Truths, as 
the Baſis of his Hope, it is certainly requiſite that 


hae be able to give, a Reaſon of that Hope that is in him.* 


7 PS Cor x. . * 1 Peter Bbc 
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Eipecially, as by yoltlug that Church, ch which 
be is connected, he thews his Opinion to be, that 
they are formed in a ſpiritual Compact and Union, 
upon Scripture Authority and Evidence; and there- 
fore it is indubitably his Duty to examine into 
the. Foundation of that Authority and the Pro- 
priety of that Evidence. * I already anticipate my 
Reader's Thoughts, who is thinking that an En- 
quiry into this Matter, ought rather to be the Buſi- 
neſs of every Petſon before he offers himſelf to any 
Church of Chrift. — True it ought fa to be! but 
how very many are there who enter into a Church 
r . 9 giving in what | is | termed meg Expert, 


lt was my Deſign to have en a general Review 
of all the Doctrines profeſſed by a Goſpel Church; 
and to have arranged them in ſuch a Manner as that the 
Reader might at one View fee both the Doctrines, and the 
Seriptures from which they are deduced ;- I fill think 
it would be very uſeful and inſtructive; as thereby a Per- 
ſon of the meaneſt Capacity might be able to form ſuch 
a judgment of the Ground of the Doctrines he profeſles, 
as to be able to withſtand the niceſt Arts of Sophiſtry, 
and to prove to the keeneſt Deiſt, that he believes not 
without Evidence. — My Reaſon for not now publiſhing 
it is, the Fear of rendering this Piece too large; 
However, (if Life is ſpared) 1 purpoſe to add a Sup- 
plement of this Kind, 
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ence, and at the ſame Time know little of the Na- 
ture of thoſe Doctrines in which they ſhould alſo 
be united. Or, at moſt have but common Ideas 
of them, as Truths that have been in general. i in- 
ſiſted upon. — It was this Conſideration, and the 


ſuperficial Manner in which Perſons, who deſire to | 


be propoſed to different Churches, are 


are frequently 
converſed 


with, that induced me to draw up 
the preſent Treatiſe. I would not be thought rigid, 
and needleſsly particular, — but I had much rather 
lie under this Cenſure, than mutilate the Truth. 

Daily Experience will convince every one, who. 

makes the Obſervation, that theſe are F acts, which 
cannot juſtly be controverted. — We ought to be 
conſiſtent, and not awfully ſport with the Truth: 
It is becauſe Numbers ſcarcely know what they be- 
Eve, and much leſs what they profeſs, that thoſe, 
who ſtile themſelves, RATIONAL DISSENTERS, 


gain ſuch Advantages ; and I muſt -own, though 
they have but little Right to that Character them- 


ſelves, they have too good Grounds, in fome” Re- 
wy to hae th us the hi rap prac 


There is no ſuch T hing as real Religion With 
out a Syſtem of Truths. — I acknowledge, indeed, 
that many Perſons reduce Religion to a mere 
Syſtem, diſcourſe on divine T ruths as they would 

n Mathematics, and exclude an experimental 
nſe of them from their own and others Breaſts. 
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There are alſo others, who Tea” to detract 


from the Importance of Doctrines, and converſe 


very indifferently concerning them; as if they were 


| but of little Moment, — May we not ſuſpect the 
Genuineneſs of ſuch Perſons Chriſtianity ! Reli- 
gion hath a divine Origin, and is agreeable to 
the Perfections of Deity. It is a conſiſtent Scheme, 


and ſudſervient to the eterr/al Intereſts of Mankind ; 
conſequently it is a rational Thing, and muſt have 


* ſome ſolid Foundation for its Support, and that is 


no other than the Truths of Wo Goſpel, which | 
are Here termed the Faith, 
However ſome may act, it is your Buſineſs, 
Chriſtian, to ſee you are not content with a mere 
Syſtem of: Truths, in your Head or Memory, 


without an experimental Senſe of then, on your 


own Heart. 


By the Charges the Apoſtle brought againſt the 
Corinthians, and the Manner in which the Chapter 
begins, from which I have quoted the Text, it 
ſeems as if an external Knowledge of the Truth 
had been deemed by them ſufficlent. Examine your- 


ſelves whether ye be IN the Paith, As if he had 


faid, Do not reſt fatisfied with a common Know- 
0p ledge of what I have repeatedly ' inſtructed you 


*in; but examine, ſee if you are 1N the F AITH, 


nd if 


< 2356 > 


if you have an INTEREST in thoſe. Truths. 
&« Tt is of the higheſt . Conſequence; and the 

«© Thoughts of this, obliges me to renew- my 

„ Importuaities, that you would forſake - thoſe 

f Practices and Ways, that give the Lie to your 
| <«< Profeffion. Remember, he adds, this is the third” 

| « Time I am coming to you. In the Mouth of 


| e tus or three Wi tnalſet 201 every Ward be ęſta- 
| c bhliſbed,”* 


—_—_ 


In this Addreſs, we have a Picture of ſome of 
a direct oppoſite Character to thoſe juſt men- 
tioned: Many, like theſe Corinthians, eſteem it ſuffi- 
cient for them, to be able to give an Accoynt of 
the Doctrines they profeſs ; while others boaſt of 
their Experience and Feelings, without Knowledge; 
and thus the Truth, as to its Evidence (not as 


to its Eſſence) becomes materially injure{by them 
both. | | 


* 


Believer, it is of the greateſt Importance to you, to 
know whether you are intereſted in thoſe Truths you 

publicly profeſs to believe, and which you regard 

as the Foundation of your Hope, ſince the Apoſtle 

ſo pathetically enjoined the Corinthians to examine 

whether they were 1N the Faith. Methinks I hear 

you ſay, „How ſhall I know whether I am Ix the 


— 


1 2 Cor, xiii. 1. 1 
i « Faith ; 


(0297 1): 
% Faith; or in other Words, whether I am inte- 


te reſted in the Truths of the Goſpel ?” The inſpired 
Author furniſhes” us with an Anſwer, Know 5 not 


that Jeſus Chriſt be in you, except you be Reprobates. 
3 That i is to ſay, Chrift the Lord, the Redeemer; has 
taken Poſſeſſion of that Man or that Woman, as his 
Purchaſe; Who wih the Heart believes unte Righte- 
ouſueſs.” They are not Reprobates; or thoſe on whom 
the Lord, in his Sovereignty, has not beſtowedcthea- 
cious Grace. Hence, the Concluſion naturally to be 
drawn, is, that thoſe whom the Lord Jeſus hath pur- 
chaſed with his' Blood, will not, cannot live in the 
conſtant Practice of Sin: They he eartily abhor it, 
both for the Contrariety of its Nature to that of God's 


Holineſs, and the tremendous Effects it produces to 


the Soul's ſpiritual Hurt. As if the Apoſtle had thus 
ſpoken ; 5: NN Corinthian Friends, I hear of the 


many. Vices and growing Evils that abound among 


you; theſe are contrary to the Fruits you ought to 
bear; I therefore pray, that you would no longer de- 
ceive your own Souls ; examine and ſee whether you 


have any Evidence of being included in the Faith 
of God's Elect. For know you not, that Chrift 
dwelleth not in them who are Reprobates ; and ſurely 
you will not ſay, nor do you believe, that thoſe Works 


you have been doing, are conſonant with the Charac- 


ter of any but Reprobates ; Thefefore Examine m_ 


. whether ye be in the Faith,” 


3 Fas: X. 10. 


As 


1 5 


| = Bromine yourſelves, Ge, The very Phraſeology 
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As this was he Advice of an Apoſtle, whoſe Ex- 
perience in divine Things, will be readily allowed 


to be ſuperior to that of: common Believers, I think 
it ſhould have ſome Weight and Credit with us. He, 


no doubt, found the Uſefulneſs of this Exerciſe for 


his own Soul, otherwiſe he would not have enjoined 


his Hearers to attend thereto. When ever I read this 


Text, I confeſs I am at 2 Loſs to know how thoſe, 


who are Enemies to this Duty, or negle& it, for 
Reaſons before- mentioned, can free their Minds from 

many Difficulties that muſt occur to their Reflection. 
But I leave them to 2 and their own Con- 


ſciences. „ 2 ; | N IE 


"4 


of this Addreſs expreſſes the Importance of the 
Duty, I wiſh to inculcate. The inſpired Penman, 


_ - ſenſible of the vain and trifling Manner in which 
many Profeſfors acted, who ſeemed contented with 


2 mere ſhew of Religion, — the Name being of more 


Conſequence to them than the Thing—and the Flaſh 


of a religious Appearance, more than the pleafing 


experimental Senſe of divine Truths, could not a- 


void giving this holy Exhortation. 


* * 
SS. 


| 1 in a TY and familiar Aline, aimed 
to illuſtrate the Apoſtle's Exhortation, in Con- 
nection with the Context, I ſhall now reduce. 


theſe 


1 1 5 
| theſe - Particulars to Practice and Experience; and 
| 5 0 is en, be attended with a divine Da 


1. i the . examine into the Ends you | 


propoſe ta yourſelf yy e a . Pro- 
fs nit h 


n I A public Profeſſion of Religien 
with a View to obtain larger Connections in worldly 
Buſineſs; or merely to gain the Approbation and 
Applauſe of the profeſſing World. However awful 
ſuch Views are, the Event has too often verified 
them. in the Conduct of many Church Members; 
and thoſe who have had much Tranſaction with 


the profeſſing World, know them to their . 
Grief. U #7 , 
One or other of theſe Views ſeems to have ac- 
tuated Simon Magus to apply to the Apoſtles for the 

| Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. And when Simon ſaw, that 
. through the laying on of the Apoſtles Hands the Holy 
| Ghoſt was given to them, he offered them Money, ſaying, 
give me alſo this Power, that on whomſoever 1 lay Hands 
be may receive the Holy Ghoſt." As Simon had been 
_ guilty of all Manner of Sorceries, previous to his 
Otter of joining the Apoſtles, and had thereby ob- 
tained great Credit among the People; For to him they 
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«7 3x60 ) 
all gave Feed, from the leaft to the greateſ, faying, This 


o 


Man is the great Power of Gad, he probably might 


aim to procure large Sums of Money, and fo pro- 


_ mote his temporal Intereſt—But finding the Apoſtles 
Dactrine, to be attended with a Divine Influence, and 
gain Ground, while his lying Wonders were likely 


to loſe their Importance, he eſſayed to join himſelf 


EE” the Apoſtles, whoſe Miracles filled him with Aſto- 


niſhment : By this Means it is probable, he pur- 
poſed to ſupport himſelf in the good Opinion of 
the People, and {till retain his Power over their 
Judgments. That he might the more effectually 
accompliſh theſe Ends, he offered to purchaſe their 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt,* which, could he have re- 
ceived, would, in his Opinian, have made him ap- 


bear of ſuperior Conſequence, to his Rivals. Philip 
and Peter. 


That his Oger o of 5 joining ed Apoſtles eben 
a View to worldly Intereſt, I think is evident, from 
the bare Relation: No Man would have joined the 
Apoſtles, or offered to purchaſe their Gifts, with- 


ut having ſome Ends to anſwer thereby; and 


chat Simon had no View to glorify God, the grand 
End for which the Holy Ghoſt was poured out 


upon Individuals, is manifeſt from the {vere an 
truly ſtriking — of Peter. | 1 


( 26x ) 


This Matter, Reader, may well call as your 

ſerious Regard: Was it from a View to your 
worldly Intereſt that you joined yourſelf to a Chriſtian 
Church? Or was it for higher and more noble End 2 
If the latter, may God have all the Glory ; if the 
former, and you have never been led to reflect upon 5 
it with that Seriouſneſs it requires, I pray God. you 
may now be honeſt to your bwn Conſcience, and de- 
lay not a Moment to implore Forgiveneſs, as the A- 
poſtle ſays in the fore- cited Verſe, if perhaps the 
I of thine Heart 2 be Feu thee. 
2. Was it to cover any 5 Practices, or bad 
Deſigns, that you ventured to appear in a religious 
Dreſs, making a public Profeſſion? This is, if 
poſſible, a worſe End than the former; ſince it makes 
the Name, Ordinances, and Inſtitutions of Chrift 
ſubſervient to the baſeſt URIs 


This awful Character is Muikingly copebictihs? in 
that ſolemn Reproof our Lord gave to the Scribes and 
Pbariſers, who under Pretence of Religion, and in 
the moſt dreadful Maſk of Hypocriſy, ſupported the 
greateſt Scenes of Iniquity, Woe unto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites ! for ye devour | Widows 
Houſes, and for a Pretence make long Prayers ; "The 2 85 
ye ntl receive the greater Condemnation,* © | 


CE, Matt. n 15 | 
N 7 * I ſup- 


8 naw , 


Li ths ) 


1 ſuppole that the deepeRt-laid Schemes, he hoff 
* horrid Machinations and curſed Deſigns | upon Per- 
fons, Families, and States, have been more effec- 
tually executed under the ſpecious Appearance of 
Religion, than by any other Means. 


| | The Cbaracter of Judas will ſerve more fully to 
= i ſhew the Baſcneſs of this End of appearing reli- 
h- gious ; ; and the very pungent Rellection caſt upon 
13 the lacred Hiltogan, ſtands as 5 ſolemn 
= Warning to all who profeſs : a Love to Chrift, with 
1 no higher View, than to ſecrete their ſinful Prac- 
tices, Judas, it is ſaid, was intruſted with the 
Bag, and when Mary came,. and as an Expreffi ion 
of her Love to Chr: jt, anointed his Feet, the cove- 
| tous Spirit of Juda Was enraged, and. under a falſe 
and pretended Concern for the neceffitous among 
| the Jews, crys, Why was not this Ointment ſold for 
[! three hundred Pence and given to the Poor. Upon 
which it is immediately added, Not that he cared, for 
the. Poor, but becauſe he was a Thief.” — - Indeed, the 
whole of his Profeſſion, appears to have been made | 
with no other View than more. completely to per- 
petrate- his baſe Deſigns ; ; hence, that diſfembling 
Kiſs with which he betrayed. the Saviour into the 
Hands of his Enemies, and for which. ne received 
' thirty Hae of. Silver. FU 
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8 John 1 „ 


| Chriſtian. Reader, Ps. 3 Chances of - che 
hungry Sccibes, or that of coyetous Judas ſuit thee ? 
Are either of them applicable to the Diſpoſition 
of thy Mind? — Be faithful to thy Conſcience, = 
It is of ng ſmall or indifferent Conſequence, ang | 
a Miſtake here, is truly ſtumbling at the. very, 
Threſhold. The Lord delights net in thoſe who 
preſent their Bodies, as 3 rp when their 
Hearts are knit to the World, and haye no Share 


in the Oblations they profeſs to offer to Him; nay, 


ſo far from it, that they only uſe their moſt ſo- 
lemn Engagements, for the End of veiling their 
wicked Purpoſes. In the Church of Chrif there 
have been always found ſome ſuch; ang it is 
frequently impoſſible (as we know not each others 
Hearts) to diſcover, ar N wy a e 
I Ne 


But if this Piece ſhould fall into the Hands of 
any ſuch, my earneſt Prayer is, that they may te- 
view the Examples I have produced, and tremble at 
the Conſequence of dying in ſuch a State, Judas, 
it is faid, hanged himfelf — had that been all, it 
would have been happy far him; but we have tog 
juſt Grounds ta ſuppoſe that he Vr nn . 
among thoſe miſerable Spirits, who never more 
will feel the pleaſing Senſation of Hope, but 
be as wretched ' as an "avenging God by N My, 
make them, | 


Y 2 | The 


. 
The other Diſciples of Chrift little ſuſpected, 
that Judas their Friend and Companion, was ſo deſ- 
picable a Character, till the End proved it; and 
ſo in the Church to which you belong, there may Fo 
be ſome ſuch Members ; but do not conſider them, 
turn into your own Boſom, reflect upon your own 
Conduct, and fee whether you anſwer the De- 
ſcription ; may the Divine Spirit, aſſiſt you in your 
ſerious Examinations; ; and in order to ſucceed, have 
Recourſe to Prayer, the only Way in which you can 
. expect to receive a Bleffin Se 1 


II. Examine into the Epen you have of | 
divine Things. 


As you have made a Profeſſion of the Name of 
Chri/t, it is to be ſuppoſed, you have done it from 
a real Conviction of the Importance of being inte- 
reſted in what Chri/# has done and ſuffered, and 
that you have had ſome Ground to hope for Par- 
don and eternal Life through Him. — It is there- 
fore of no ſmall Conſequence, for you to enquire 
what is that Degree of Experience ; that by the 
Grace of God, you may be happily enabled to 
preſs on to know the Lord. — And in general 


Do you know what it is to have paſſed from 
Death unto Life; to be tranſlated out of the King- 
- dom of Darkneſs into the Kingdom of marvellous 


Light ? 


( 165 ) 


It is impoſſible, (I would ſpeak very tenderly, 
though faithfully upon this Subje&) for a Perſon 
to experience a divine Change upon his Heart, : 
and live ary conſiderable Time ignorant of it. It 
is true, a Perſon, through the Power of Unbelief, 
and the prevailing Force of Corruption, may at 


Times, be at a Loſs to diſcern his Intereſt in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but has the Holy Spirit effected 
a glorious Change on the Heart of a Sinner? — 
Has He bowed his ſtubborn Will? — illumined his 
dark Underſtanding, and renovated all the Powers 
of his Soul? In Conſequence of which, hath he 
a different Object, and are his Views directed to 
different Ends from what they formerly were, 
and he yet remain inſenſible of the divine Work. 
Surely not! For as in all perfect natural Births, 
there is every Sign of vital Life, Sight, Hearing, 
&c. ſo it is in Regeneration; and no Perſon having 
| either of theſe Faculties can be inſenſible of them. 
As the various Faculties of natural Life, grow 
| ſtronger. and ſtronger until they arrive to their 
deſigned Perfection, fo the ſpiritual Faculties in 
the new Life, increaſe in a certain Proportion to 
the Experience of the Chriſtian. Regeneration 
is indeed a ſecret Work. The Wind - bloweth . 
where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, 
but 58 not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
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it gogth : So is every one that 15 "Off f the 
Lal 


But though thus ſeeret with Reſpect to its Nature, 


it is not ſo as to its Effects — And, therefore if you 


have experienced a divine Change ; if you really 
| know what it is to have paſſed from Death unto 

Life, you will find fome Propriety in the follow- 
ing Queſtions; and by attending to which, you may 


be helped, by God's 4 Hieling, more clearly to aſcer- 


tain your State. 


1 ha you feel a cRoOwING HaTRED to Sin? 


Whenever you reflect upon Sin, does it appear 
truly odious to you? Are you deſirous of being de- 


livered not only from the Demerits of Sin, but from | 


the reigning Power of it ? Do you ever put up with 
the Pfalmiſt, that Petition, Cleanſe 1 thou me from ſe- 
cret Faults. Do you rejoice in the Apoſtle's Decla- 
ration, that Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you? 
Or is Sin a light Thing with you ? If it is, ſuſpect 
your own Heart; for Whoſoever is born of God, doth 
not commit Sin z that is, does not deliberately and 
habitually commit Sin, ' How ſhould he? if he is 
born of God, then he becomes dead to Sin; and 
the Apoſtle 8 Reaſoning is truly emphatical, How 


05 Fobn li. 8. 5 Pal. ax. . Jabn vii. 9 


67 
Hall we that 7 are 4754 eo Sin, ue any * theriin,* 
It is impoſſible. For the Grace of God teacheth us to 


deny all Ungodli iniſs, and worldly Lufts, and to live 75 
* rightenſy, and godly in this reſent Wirld.* 


. Do you Eherithics an INCREASING Love 
to Horixzssb 


God is a holy Goa, and lie can delight in nothing 
but What is holy ; and it is for this very End He 
| hath created us in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good Works, 
_ which God hath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in 
them; God hath not called us unte Uncleanneſs, but 
unto Holineſs.* Now if you are really Botn of God, 
you will delight in what God delights, and every 
Thing which is oppoſite to that Purity of Life and 
Converſation which ought to adorn your Profeffion 
as a Member of Chri/fs viſible Church, win be 
truly diſguſtful to you, — Reader, you can certainly 
tell whether Sin or Holineſs affords you moſt Plea- 
ſure. Some have been diftreſſed with groundleſs Fears 
upon this Head, and have been haſtily iticlined to 
fet themſelves down as notorious Hypottites, 'be= 
ettife through tlie Prevalency of Corruption ad 
the Degedersey bf the human Heart, they frequently 
feel tue Force of unruly Paſfions, and the Power 
of thoſe inordinate Deſires, which they know from 


Rom. vi. 2. Titus ii. 12. Eypbeſ. ii. 10. 
+ 1 7%. iv. 7. 


Scrip- 


- > 0 3 


Scripture to be contrary to the Mind of Chriſi; and 
therefore conclude. that Sin is the moſt beloved by 
them. But this is wrong; it is the prevailing Diſ- - 
polition of the Mind, that conſtitutes the Criterion 
by which you miay be helped to determine your State. 
The | ingenious Dr. Deddridge obſerves ** To be 
regenerate, and to be born of God, are in Scrip- 
ture, Terms of the ſame Import; and conſequently, 
that whatever Temper and Diſpoſition is in Scripture 
declared to be inconſiſient with the Character of a 
Child of God, muſt neceſſarily denominate a Man an 
unregenerate Perſon.” | 


If you have an increaſing Love to | Holineſs, Holi- 
neſs will be your prevailing Principle; and if you 
fall by any awful Temptation, you will find it 
make ſore Work for Repentange. 


4. Do you experience a HEARTY LOVE to 
God's PEOPLE? 


By this, ſays the Apoſtle, we know that we have 
paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe we love the Bre- 
thren.* Thoſe who are of a ſimilar Diſpoſition, 
will delight in each other, and will moſt aſſociate 
together, Tt is therefore no wonder that thoſe who 


1 Fobn iii. 14. 
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have taſted that the Lord is gracious,” ſhould * | 


of the Company of true Chriſtians ; ſince they can 
not delight in them, unleſs they could delight in 
what is directly oppoſite to their Wiſhes, — But, 
Chriſtian, if ſuch you are, you will love the People 
of God, and embrace every proper Seaſon to be in 
their Company. — You. will ſeek Inſtruction and 


| Comfort at their Lips, and rejoice in every Meaſure | 


that may be adopted to promote their, as well 25 
1 own e Intereſt. 
4 C 


. 1 . not be 3 as inculcating the Duty 


of Love to God's People only; No! The real 


Chriſtian ſhould cheriſh, and will manifeſt Bene- 


volence to the Perſons, and a Zeal for the eternal 


Intereſts of all Mankind ; while he hath a holy 
Diſpleaſure againſt their Errors and evil Works, 
he will endeavour to promote their Happineſs. —= 
Beloved, (fays the Apoſtle John ) let us love one another 
er Love is of Ged, and every one that lovath, is born 
of God, and knoweth God. . 

4. Does it revive your Heart to hear that Con- 
—_ Work goes forward, and that many are called 
from Darkneſs into marvellous Light. — It is ſaid, 
Were is rejoicing in Heaven over one Sinner that re- 
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ſentinb, ure than ninety and nint jf Perſons that 


- nd Repentance. When you have heard (what 


s the Experience of many) that one or more of 


be Jour former Acquaintances with whom you were 


particularly intimate; — in whoſe Company you 
have murdered ſo much precious Time, indulged 
looſe Deſires, and gratified your corrupt Affections; 


E that ſuch are plucked as Brands from the burn- 


ing, and made to know, believe, and rejoice in the 
adorable Saviour, does it not fill you with in- 
expreſſible Joy. —If a true Chriſtian, you will ex- 
perience a Pleaſure that cannot be deſcribed by 
Language; but which, if you are not, you will be 
at a total Loſs to underſtand, +3 e 


| Oh! the ſublime Pleaſure that ariſes in the Mind 


of a real Believer, from a Conſideration of his 


former Intimates laying down the Weapons of their 
Hoſtility; — when the Language of their Hearts is 
changed from ſaying, Ibo will ſhew us any Good, to 
Ob Lord, lift Thou up the Light of thy Countenance- 
upon us,* — from, I will not that this Man fhould reign 


over na þ to Net my Will, but ws Will be dane. 


3 Eſal. iv. 6. 
Lute xix. 14. * Luke xxii. 42. ; 


5, Do 


[ 
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5. Do you deſire to make greater Progreſs in the 
divine Life? or, are you. content with the Grace 
which you ſuppoſe yourſelf to have received? = 
The former alone will decide in your Favor as 3 
Chriſtian. — Thoſe who are truly taught of God, 


will be conſtantly deſirous that their Path may be 


like the ſhining Light that fhineth more gnd mere unto 
the perfect Day; and being perſuaded with the A- 
poſtle they have not already attained, or are already 
perfeft ; they follow after, if that they may apprebend_ 
that, for which alſo they are apprehended of Chriſt 


Jeſus.* It is impoſſible it ſhould be otherways : 
For he that knows moſt of God, wiſhes to know. 


more, — and therefore no [Degrees of Grace can ſa- | 
tiate the ardent Deſires of an heaven-borp Soul, til 

he arrives to a State of Perfection in Glory, --- 
when he ſhall ſee. as he is ſeen, and know as 
he is known. Reader, is this thy Experience, or 
art thou totally indifferent about this great agd truly 
important Enquiry ? e e not ſo; but ear- 


neſtly pray to God that you may be Macs to preſs . 


forward towards the Mark for the Prize of the 5 
Calin of God in Obriſt Jeſus.“ 


6. Do you feel a ſtrong Oppoliciori® to the Power 
of indwelling Corruptions? — Do you know what 


it is to be in ſuch a Frame as the Apoſile was, _ 
when he ſaid, Oh! wretched Man tlat 1 am, who 


* Prov. iv. 18. * Phil, ii. 12. © Phil, ilk. 14- 
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Hall Ste me from this Body of Death.” 17 you 
are truly born from above, this will be a Part of 
your Experience. There is no ſuch Thing as a 
Man's being ſavingly taught of God, and yet igno- 
rant of the natural Corruption of his Heart, — 
and wherever there is a proper Knowledge of which, 
there muſt of Neceſſity be very fore Conflicts. — 
The Oppoſition will be ſtrong; for the Enemy 
of Souls well knows that whenever a Man is fo 
far inſtructed by the good Spirit of God, as to be 
in any Meaſure acquainted with his own. natural 
Pollution, that he is then near loſing a Subject; and 
he accordingly aſſaults him with the utmoſt Vio- 
lence and Rage. I do not mean that this muſt be 
conſtantly the Caſe; or that as a Believer, you 
muſt always feel a proportionate Part of this 
ſpiritual Oppoſition. No! but that if you are 
born of God, you are not utterly ignorant of this 
Part of Chriſtian Experience. It is true, ſome- 
times by the Grace of God, and his Love ſhed 
abroad in our Hearts, we may know what it is to 
reſt for a ſhort Space from the Violence of the 
Attack. — But this will not continue long. We 
ſhall ſoon feel that the Fleſb luſteth againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh ; and that theſe are 


contrary the one to the other, fa that we cannot do the 
Things that we would. 2 


* KRam. vii: 24. 
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7. Do you find that” the Pleaſures or Emolu- 
ments of the World are not Objects worthy of 
your chief Purſuit or Poſſeſſion. Where your 
Treaſure is, there will your Heart te alſo. If your: 
Mind is diſpoſed towards Heaven and heavenly Ob- 
jects, then the World will be indifferent to you: 
Not that Religion makes a Man an unſociable or 
unfriendly Being ; it only moderates his earthly De- 
fires; and inſtead of ſuffering the World to be his 
Reſting-/place, makes it his F ootſtool. He treads on 
all carnal Things, and eſteems them highly unfit 
for his Attention, any farther than as they are ſub- 
ſervient either to the Glory of God, or the Promo- 
tion of his ſpiritual Kingdom. The Apoſtle John 
avers, that whatſoever is born of God, overcometh the 
Mord; And Paul declares in his Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, The World was crutified unte him, and he 
unto the Woxld. So that all who have experienced 
a ſaving Change, will feel, more or leſs, a Deſire 
to have their Affections weaned from the World 3 
knowing that here they have 20 continuing City, and 
ſo ſeck one to come.“ If you are truly dead to the 
World, and , you be riſen with Chriſt, then you 
will ſeek thoſe Things which are above, where Chriſt 
 fitteth on the right Hand of Gage” 


1 Matt. vi. 21. . Ti v. 4+ 1 Gal. vi. 14. 
* Heb. XM1, 14. 3 Col. 4 1 = 


8, Do 


( 
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8. Do you wiſh for nearer and longer Communion 
with God ? --- Can you fay with the Pſalmiſt, 4, 

the Hart panteth after the Mater Brooks, ſo panteth 

any Soul after Thee, O Gd !* Is He the principal 

Object of your Delight? and do you wiſh Him to 
manifeſt himſelf more and more unto your Soul 
as He does not unto the World.“ Do you find 
yourſelf unhappy without a Smile from his Coun. 


tenance, or the Manifeſtation of his ſpiritual Pre- 


ſence in the Ordinances of his Appointment ? Does 
his Abſence grieve and diſtreſs you? — Can you 


| Gong with the ingenious Dr. Vatis. 


I cannot bear thine Abſence, ay 

My Life expires if Thou depart ; 
Be thou, my Heart, ſtill near my God, 

And Thou, ” God, ſtill near my Heart. 


I was not born fs Earth 8 1 
Nor can I live on Things ſo vile; 
\ Yet I will ſtay my Father's Time, 
And hope and wait for Heaven awnile,.. 


Then, 8 Lord in thine Embrace, 
Let me reſign my fleeting Breath; 
And with a Smile upon my . 

Paſs the important Hour of Death. 
* John xiv. 21. 


* 5 
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df gi are bein of God, you. vill -oupati__ | 
an univerſal Change in your Mind; you will 
have new Apprehenſions concerning God and 
yourſelf, The World by Wiſdom knew not God. 
You will have new Affections; whereas you 
were once Levers of Pleaſures more than Lovers of 
God, now you can 'fay with the Apoſtle 
Paul, I count all Things but Loſs far the Excellency 
of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, and do count 
them but Dung that I may win Chriſt.* . You will 
have new Deſires. --- Once you were wiſhing: to 
gratify carnal Appetites; in Tine paſt ye walt- 
ed according to the Courſe of this World, according 
to the Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that 
now warketh in the Children of Diſobedience ;* but now 
your Prayer is to #now Him and the Power of His 
Reſurrection, and the Fellowſhip of His Sufferings, 
being made conformable unte his Death. You will 
have new Joys, --- Once you delighted only in 
worldly Pleaſures, but now you rejoice in Chriſt, 
and joy in the God of your Salvation. --- You 
will have new. Fears, --- Once you felt, when 
under any ſolemn Providence, a ſervile ſlaviſh 
Fear ; but now you fear to offend, from the pure 
Principle of Love. In a Word, you will have 
new Sorrows, new Determinations, new Views, 

new Employ, new Entertainments, and new Pur- 


1 1 Cor. i. 21.. *2£ im. Ul. 4. 35 Phil, iii. 8. 
4 Epbe/. 11. 2. Phil. 111. 10. 
| ſuits ; 
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ſuits; and 1 8 add, by this Change, you 
| will have. new Friends and new Enemies. | 


And lan: | Chriſtian Ride; what think you 
of theſe Things? Are they not worthy your moſt 


ferious Attention? Have you been applying them 
to | yourſelf as you read? Have you offered up 


ſuch an ejaculatory Petition to God, as, O Lord, 
_ affiſt me to examine faithfully inte my own Heart, 


and ſee whether I bear the Marks of thy Children. 


Open Thou mine Underſtanding to diſcern thy 


Law, and enable me, to walk as becometh the 


Goſpel of Chriff, in all Holineſs and Purity of 
Converſation.” If this has been thy earneſt Prayer 
to God, He will not diſappoint thy praying Heart, 


for never did He ſoy unte the Seed . e Seel 
ve Me, in vain,” ( 


5 J. Ar. 19. 
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. Count ap the . Luke xiv. 28, _ 


QF who "publicly profes. the Name of 
rin, and conſequently are peculiarly en · 
Poe to depart from. all Taiquity,* ſhould be con- 
ſtantly concerned ſo to conduct themſelves in 
Life, as not to bring a Scandal on the Profeſfion 
they make, nor wound their own Conſciences, nor 


give the Enemies of Cbrii and His e 
any Room to blaſ pheme. 
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The inconſiſtent Walk and Converſation of many 
Profeliors- has been more fatal to the Cauſe of 

pede — 2 Believer's 
Peace, than all the bitter bnveftives and indefati- 
gable Attempts of the moſt notorious Opponents 
of Chriſtianity, And many Perſons, who have 
been ſenſibly touched With Conviction of their Sin. 


and Miſery, and have been inclined to take up 
Arms againft Sin 'and Satan, and publicy avow | 


their Determination to be no longer the Slaves of 
" DaBkneds; Have Frequently been Kumbled and kept 
from their immediate Deſigns, hy the irregular Be- 
havior of thoſe whom they thare known — to 
profeſs the- Goſpel. i 
jj 0 

As this is 8 it behoves Perſons to 

weigh well what they are engaging in, when about 
to make 4 public-Profcfion of the Name of Chri it, 
of their. Faith in, his Blood, and of their ſole De- 
pendepee, on is perfect Obedience for Pardon and 
Tultibegtioh. It appears "that tllere were Perſons 
raſh, And inconfiderate ih our Lord's Time. The 
ale, all- Knowing Saviour; from whoſe pervading 


Eye, no Secret, can be obſcured; faw their Raſh- 


del and Teproved' Heir * s ally," in "thoſe ſtriking 
parabolical Repreſtntations of A King who'goeth' to 

Was, and of the Builder of 4 Houfe, ' Count up 

- tha Coft, ſaid the infinite, compaſſionate Redeemer, 


* * * 


6 22 


uf all NO behold the Building ſhould begin to mock, 
faying, This "Man began to build, and tuas not able to 
finiſh." — As if He had'faid;** Conſider wall; my 
Diſeiples, what it will coſt you to fold me faith 4] 


. Fully: Remember that no exalted Names; lofty Cha- 
raQers, perſonal Gratifications; and earthly Em- 
juments, muſt be ſuffered to ſtand in Competition 

with my Kingdom: No Fear of Calumtiy; Re. 

proach, If gnominy, Shame, Perſecution or Puniſh- 

ment, muſt induce you to deny a Knowledge "of 

my Perſon, or a Profeſſion of my Doctrine: — 
= No ill-natured Frowns, ſarcaſtic Sneers, evil 
Suſpicions, or malevolent Aſperſions, muſt Have 
ſufficient Weight with you, to prevent your Per- 
ſeverance in my Intereſt, or to retard your Pro- 

greſs in the Chriftian * Warfare, — Remember all 

"theſe Things. Count up the "Coſt; ſee whether 

you can chearfully be at this Expenee, to*follow 

Me; bot, « conſider, if after you have deelared ycur- 

{Ved to be my Diſciples, and to admire and ad. 

here to my Doctrine, you ſhould repent and de- 

eline, what will the mocking World ſay? Will 

they not triumph over you, and with Contempt 
add, This Man began to build, and was not abſt 
to N ti 
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| Suck. bag, ROE: to act n and bs 
always under the immediate Inſpection of God, 1 
Hhould, previous to their more public Profeſſion 


| , of Godlineſs, weigh well their Situation in Life, 


their Connections in Buſineſs, 1 oh different 
Engagements they are frequently called to enter 
into; whether they can conſiſtently abide in their . 
Situations, retain their Connections, and continue 
to ſupport theſe Engagements; and at the ſame 


Time, be able to maintain the Purity of their 


'Profeffion. — For it is well known, however we 
may ſtriye to evade it, that there are ſome Sity- 
ations, , Connections, and Engagements, which 


cannot be continued in, while we profeſs to be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and deſire to he 


ſaved in a Way of Holineſs. Therefore, if Pro- 


feſſors really wiſh to live to the Honor of Chrift, 
and be an Ornament to the Profeſſion they make 
of His Name, they muſt renounce every Thing, 
however profitable and pleaſant it may be, that 
is incompatible with the Holineſs of Chriſts King- 
dom, or that ſuits not with the Nature of & 
a Vine Communion. 1 


8 ſome may imagine, I am laying many 


_ unneceſſary Difficulties in the Way of Profeſſors ; 


and that I am ftarting ſuch Things, as may be 
a Means of Pg: Perſons from adopting the 
| | 4 * 


64 | 
holy Reſolution of Joſhua, and faying, #+-for 
me and my Houſe we will ſerve the Lord.. To ſuch 
| Perſons, I beg Leave to ſuggeſt, that I am far 


from intimidating tender Minds; or from throw- 


ing ſuch Difficulties before them as ſhould pre- 
vent them following their divine Maſter. Con- 
fider, in whoſe Strength all theſe Things are to be 
done, and by whole divine Aid, every pious Reſo- 
| lution ſhould be entered into. In the Strength of 
Feſus, and by the gracious Influences of the Holy 
Spirit, can we alone act with Credit to our Re- 
deemer's Intereſt ; and therefore all who love 
Chriſt, and who deſire thus to magniſy the Riches 


of divine Grace, will be much in Prayer, and 5 


conſtantly crying to the Almighty _ _ his 
e 175 — Directions. | 


| _ I have before given a particular View of | 
| the ſpecial Privilege and Duty of Prayer, in its 
yarious Branches, I ſhall not particularly enlarge 
upon it here; only in general obſerve, that all 
true Chriſtians knowing their own Inability to 
ſupport themſelves from falling, and their Inca- 
pacity to act with ſuitable Honor to their ſa- | 
cred Vocation, without divine Aſſiſtance, will ne- 
geſſarily be much engaged in Prayer; Prayer is 
i nn the beſt and moſt formidable Weapon 


: Johbua, XXIF\ 35- | 
to 


tm) 


| 7 oppoſe our, Grand Enemy, to repel bis Darts, 
to quench the Fire of Corruptions, and to come off 

| mere than Congucrors; * e Him that bath loved \ 
17, and given e for us.“ 

Wen 83 live, without Prayer,” we may 
| eſtimate. their Profeſſion of no Value. — 1 could 
as ſoon, and as rationally ſuppoſe a Man might 
live without the natural, Air, as. T could perſuade 
myſelf that a Man- may be a real Chriſtian, and 
Jet live in Neglect of that Duty. — From this 

Conſideration, 0 our old Divines have, with the 
greateſt Propriety, ſtiled Prayer the _ LESS Ire reath 
of the new-born Soul, * —- Is. it poſh If to be other- 
Ways? Can 1 ſee. that I Was once A poor miſerable | 
Wretch without Hope, and without God in the 
World, and that dying in that State, I muſt have 
been inevitably loſt to all Eternity; and not bend 
before the Throne of God, and with Earneſtneſs 
ſupplicate the Lord, as he has been pleaſed to call 
me by His Grace, to f pport me by his Power ? 
Do 1 now ſee that left one Moment to myſelf 1 
ſhall fall a Victim to my Luſts, and not pray for 
Grace to ſubdue their Power 2— Or, am 1 fully 
convinced that the Adverſary goeth about ' ſeeking 
whom be may, devour, | and not  implore Direction 


* Rom, vB. 39. * Bpbeſev. 2. + 


E 1630 


to eſcape his Wiles, Strength to reſiſt his Tempt- 
ations, and "Wiſdom to anſwer his horrid Tat 
er ON. l bs 505 _— 20k 

As theſe Things Mule he: allowed PI every 6 
deleRing Mind, when maturely conſidered, it 
behoves all Perſons Who profeſs Chriſtianity, not 
only thus to act in order to the Peate of their 
own Minds, but that they may evidence to the 
furrounding World, that they are truly the Pol 
lowers of the Lamb, and of thoſe, Who thro' Faith 
and Patience will e're long, inherit the Promiſes. 
It is not for Chriſtians to ſecrete their Profeſ- 
lion, no more nn to boaſt of it With. 0 


e in | Aliienbey: under che ac of Humi- 
lity, nor another pride himſelf upon the Riches 
which Providence beftows, in order to appear 
magnificent. — There ſhould always be a. Medium 
-prudently-obſery ed. He that loves the Ways : 'of 
| God, and aſpires to ſpread forth his Glory, while 
on the one Hand he deſires not to make a vain or 
pompous Shew of Religion, ſo on the other, he chooſes 
to diſcover ſo much of his Hatred to Sin, Love 
to Holineſs, and delight in the Enjoyment of God, 
hat thoſe who are as Spies upon his Conduct, 
tand who wait for his halting, may de even allu- 


red 


CO EIS 
* 
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5 red by the Purity of his Walk, to admire the | 
Greatneſs of divine Love, and the unequalled 


Beauties of Grace and Faith in their pleaſing Ex- 


erciſes. — As Lights upon a Hill, or an Eminence, 


ſhould Believers ſhine to their Father's Praiſe. — 
No Man, ſaid the gracious Redeemer, when he light- 
eth a Candle, putteth it under a Bufhel.* No ſurely, 
for-if a Perſon ſo acts, we muſt ſuppoſe him ei- 
ther to be aſhamed of what he does, or Tn 
openly to avow his Deſire to be the Lord's, 


to be devoted to his peculiar Service. 


This was not the Conduct of Jabs, the ty- 
pical Saviour and Leader of 7frael. For he with 


a becoming Magnanimity: of Soul, ſummoned 
the People together, from the higheſt" Elders of 
the Tribes, to the loweſt among them, before 


him 3 and after having recapitulated the Mercies 
of God in Covenant towards them, with his Heart 
full of Gratitude, he chearfully declared his noble 


Reſolution to ſerve the God of their Fathers. 


What was the Conſequence? Why, the People 
ſtruek with his pious Declaration, inſtantly ac- 
knowledged their Readineſs to join with him in 
mat moſt n Seivice.— 


1 3 1 ** * lb ves mu. 1. 


I can- 
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*. 38 darmot help öbſerving, the gracious. Pleaturs of 
God in not calling us to believe without Evidence. | 
By his Servant Jaſbua, he declared to the People what / 
he had'/already,ywrought ; and laid, ſuch indiſputable 
Profs before them, chat he was infinitely ſupexion 
in Wiſdom and Power to the; Gods; they Jeryed. 
on, the other Side of the Flood, or to thoſe of 
the Amorites, in whoſe Land they dpelt, that they 
could not wnnlbue 5 Ne of rene 
; . Bren 8 10 279 ofls bnve 4 FRO 
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N thaw W Jo ah. who pi wicked Amon © 
* his Father, when he came to the. Throne, immedi» = 
ately gave Orders for the Demolition of the pro- 
phane Temples, and their ſenſeleſs Idols, and the 
utter Extirpation of their idolatrous Worſhip. — 
After this bold and intrepid Step to cruſh. the Er- 
rors and damnable Hereſies that had crept in among 
the People, notülehſtanding the unhappy Revolt, 
bad been nearly univerſal in Feral yet the 
People were ſo awed and influenced by his pious 
M1 Example, that when the Law. was found and read 
| to them by the King himſelf, they made not the 
leaſt Oppoſition to his Pleaſure. The Concluſion 
of the Chapter in which we have this Relation 
given, affords us the higheſt Encouragement to be 
bold in the Redeemer? s .Cauſe, and always — 
avow our Chriſtian Profeſſion : : for it 1s faid, they 
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Thus de plains! fee, that wall on 2 bne 
Fand; Perſons ug to weigh weltithe Importance 
_ "of Eitering* ints Church Cofigfünien, and Eount 
up che Coſt fest they Thould Heerwards find the 
Fepence too heavy, and be flducel te reneunce 
: their Profeſſion 16 afld thereby ai grace their religibus 
Character, Sund the Cauſe of Chr: fin the World, 
and expoſe themſelves to the avenging Hand of 
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Om̃hipotence I Let, on the other; they Mould 


d Body rde by Neglect 
Rereof, they deprive” themſelv ss of many great and 


preeibus Privileges, „ "which are pdcutarly anne xed 
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0 any PeHont” 5 = Faith Veen in 


preficd avith"a"Striſe of divine Things, can refuſe 
to enter into Church Commuflion! Which in Fact 
is refuſing to comply with the Command of Chri/? I 
— cvitimeinorate his Death, 'T'am at a total Loſs 


for. AY dS orabie?. Allowance is to 
de made for à tender Conſczenre, (wh ich is one 


df the 'greatef © Blefrings" we can experience) but | 


at the fame Time; "White in an ablolute Com- 
You! Wo +; [64 21 11 10 q | 914 Th. 11440 Ido enn 


EN 2 Chron, xxxiv. 33. 
55 8 5 mand 
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prod refrain Joining themſelves uten Church, o 
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mand. of Chrift, - in -one Case, ſhould” be as con- 
ſcientiouſly obſerved, as in another, When he ſays, 
Do this in Remembrance of me, it is as much our 
Duty (if we have a good Hope through Grace 
of being converted Perſons) to obey that divine 
Order, as it is to regard, and pay Obedience to 


the Command, Ton ſhalt have no other Gods before 


me 5 and antil Perſons can diveſt the Injunction, 
of even its Appearance as a Command, it muſt 
recoil with Shame and Grief upon their Minds 
in TEX Seaſon of ſerious Reflection. A 


c Reader, let me here requeſt your At- 
tention to what has been offered, — Refle& with 
Carefulneſs on theſe plain Hints. — Avoid each 
Extreme, — Preſume not, on one Hand, — Delay 
not, on the other. But let all be done with a 
ſingle Eye to the Glory of God, And when Chriſt. 
who is your Life, ſhall ken ye a * Jhos appear with 


Him in  Elory,? . 


= Zoe 2 19. ee, XX: 3. F Col. ili. 4* 


# x *- S: 


2 


ub ft i aft —— 


D 


< 


* 


— 


* 


Nm 
——— rnx́ — er 


— . Es. "CAD Ts 8 fon. 
c 
2 


+ 


— — —ͤ— 


a 2 


r my 


* * . vB, 3 z þ WES FS 4 5 
r 254 fol 1 * . 


r 


3 
a Se dag, 


* * 7 * Y 
wp Bra FLY ; WW, 1 & I, 7 4 i} 33 + 
a ow N ; 
o 
23 — 2 7 
N 1 is K * > eh # ; 
* 
; 4 * 
Ve —S Caneceys TT 
9180 AV 29 3 1 4-35; 


— - 


* ol : 3 


N N 


£ 
4. LY wt „ — 5 
* 8. * 4 n 


7 


* 


1 


«my » * = 
a© 4 
© + L * * — - 4 
{5 * v 
- TN % 
8 N 3 x 
2 1 rern 2 
— — m——m_———— — 
r \ — 
* * 
2 
ry 
A 4 
* ow 
HL $544 > AS: * S 
2 
* — — — 8 12 
4 $2. 50 N Fas 3 WY \ 
* ? f Y 
Py 1 b * * 
a A #3. 2 4 l 8 no” 4 * $34 * 
} ; * 8 4 % $A u * « * 
* 


CONTENTS: 


N Nan 3 8855 P 1 

H AT is 70 be mache 9 4 755 

© Gaſpet Church © = = "= 
What” 16 the artiedr. Horm of a G . 

Cbureb — „ NY 

H ow many Perſons are "neceſſary 1 a ee 


tute "a Goſpel Church — hs 
Who is the Founder of Goſpel Churches © — 10 
I hat is the Fondation of a Goſpel Church © 20 
What are the proper Materials for build. 1285 

ing a Goſpel Church — — 
W bat are the parti cular Works and Ser- 

vices of a Goſpel Church — — 31 
- hether a Paſtor may baptize the Children 5 


of unconverted Parents — — 43 
Wow: Officers Chriſt has appointed in 2 h 
Goſpel Church ß — 45 
What 


aw” "wo A — 
5 — 2 * a R 
= 2 08 r 
ge 2 - 
4 4 * 
n 40% — * 1 
4 F 


* 


bat Hou be the m 


þ In whom the Right of admitting. Members Th 


c 0 N * E N T- 8. 55 
eſſential to to. [the . eee e. 


1 V bat is 
_ Paſtors Fi eee 5 
What fhould be the ſpiri, tual . 2 I 


A Hint to \ ſuch 4 3 the paſtoral 
Ogice 
77 — * is "the V "Ir 5 Epape 4G 2 3 
An Enquiry rag 1 Paſtor. - 5 4 Goſpel 
5 Church, may adminiſter the 3 | 
"of 2 the 1 Supper to @ deſtilute bun . 
An Enquiry cobether a : Aike Church may N * 
1 . Member MN 
admitifer "the Lord's — 8 W e 


mal . * * Ipir A 
Qualifications 8 K. a  Deacar, war = Au 8 | 


| What is. is the. Fit Degcen.. — ** 
I. whom the Power. 


and. Deacons is 45 Cached — — 88 


is repoſed _ CCC 
The Method of a Member's. Aamiſion — 91 
Obectiuus againſt Ghar: in vrnten K N 

Periences, anſwered dl! — 94 


What is the Ground of: 4 cab, n N 


rich | fer Excommunication — — 276 
Prac- 
- 2 


Fo IN obs wes 
: 


* 
LNG" $04 eee 


A CT 104 P. 4 FTT 

| 5 for world! * 7. Bing os ; — 105 5 3 
1 pore of : Church- Members. 10 . 

„ _ -woith- Uprightneſs in their temporal Bu- 2 nes 
i er Vene, as buying any Commodities Sc. — 108. 2 

a ; The Obligations of Church-Members to 1 N — 


9 == 70 8 nes Duties and divine En, „„ 


- ; X 11 db bee . a A N | 8 2 . ; -5 
Br call Projer, —ͤ 1 2 nes; oe 


E | Private: Rr : . 13 * 
* 200 "Self-Examination F 


8 c 4 1 57. 


EVER. Addreſs. to all 2 who. intend enter < | 8 8 0 : 1 
* into Cbriſtian Fellowſhip © by a 177 of 


o 


„ 4 . 77 4 | 2225 3 ; . * "Y 


q S% il { \ 4 0 3 
: 4+ 1 | 
4 . = - * 


n * * 4 
oY SM IPA DRE 4 . FE l 
iS 8 F 1 . Y ILY © ” * 
© 
2 * * < 
** 5 : 1 
7 ** 
. i * 
* 4 3 
g * 7 * + * 
2 oe Fo V my. 7 "6 
7 . 4 * * 2 6 1 # * 
3 * 8 4 — * wh 
wo N * . 
— py - 
* 
i 
K ws 
. 
* * *. * 3 4 N 
W * A 5 * ®. * 5 z : * 
> * — aA 14 „ 1 
E. 


* * * . — 1 
- # * BY 5 & 1 8 % 4 N 8 Þ ot *% : 
% 2 EL * 
T TY * WE 4 > 4 * » * 2 * * a4 11 
* 8 5 x n 
n ws L 
© 47 % % & 4 N 
8 3 
* 
. +. TIER 4% » N LES 
* * 
„ ＋ . * 3 - 1 o 
4 Ly I 7 1 J OED 3 % N 3 4 5 > 3 
4 ++ 6 x 35 ; 
ig — \ - 4 4% vat BY 1 % - \ 
/ 8 * 4 
x* : * . oy * 
4 > * _ 8 3 1 
* * 5 1 ** z BF - 
% + % wr © # % „ N * 4 
Pa & 1 
* - 
| 7% \ 4, £8 
PO In 5 7 * | 
* - = — <_ 4 < = A | 
_ * 4 * ” * % 
i 2 
: 
ba | — 
„ [3 2 E 4 
e — #8. ok." 
, 4A f 
if — 
— 
Gs _ — 4 a, q A \ = - 
x PR = 4 N * «ings „ \ « * # 
\ 0 3 4 
5 — — — WS 1 W * y * . * 
22 
of 
Tc ” , 
— = - 


The REA vA 1s requeſted to -eorrett the following 
111 N R R A * A. W 


* * 5 
Fa 


” 


Pape 26, Line 12, for of reatof: % 635 £88, cor Elan, 
Op; Uzzah. „ 5, 4. 6, ditto. p. 91. = 10. for a Mem- 
ber's, r. The Perſons. p. ditto, J. 20, for their Brethren 
r. thoſe propoſed for Admiſſion, p. 97, l. 4 .for. Refomed, 

r. Reformed. p. 118, J. 8. Hor obſerved, 7. attend. 5. 
\ 169. 3 en taſted, 7. have not taſted. © * : 


— 
7 : 55 
> 
Fi, , 2 
dy 


